Chair Holvey, Vice Chairs Bonham and Grayber, and members of the House Committee on
Business and Labor,

Mi nombre es Mario Marquez soy un trabajador campesino en el Valle de Willamette. Yo estoy a
favor del proyecto de ley HB 2358. Los campesinos merecemos un trato y pago justo.

Tengo 50 anos de edad, he sido campesino por 22 afios en el estado de Oregon. Algunos de mis
trabajos han sido, mover pipas de riego, cortando arboles de navidad, en vivero y en la cosecha
de frutas y verduras. Un trabajo muy agotador y de muchos sacrificios.

En los ltimos afios fui un empleado en una huevera trabajando entre 10-12 horas diarias los 6
dias a la semana sin descansos porque no habia suficientes empleados.

Mi hora de inicio era a las 5 de la tarde pero tenia que estar en el trabajo a las 4:30 para preparar
mi equipo de trabajo. Terminaba a las 3 0 4 de la mafiana, solo dormia alrededor de 6 horas al
dia. Tenia muy poco tiempo para compartir con mi familia y sobre todo mis nietos.

Fueron varios afios en lo que realice mi trabajo que consistia en dar mantenimiento a las
maquinas hasta que un dia en 2019 me resbale por un huevo que estaba tirado en el piso. Los
médicos me examinaron y dijeron que no tenia nada y solo me recetaron varias pastillas para
calmar el dolor, yo sentia mucho dolor y sabia que algo no estaba bien. Después de un afio
tomando las pastillas todos los dias el dolor seguia y cada vez era més fuerte, trabaje todo ese
afio. Después con mas revision los médicos confirmaron que tenia una fractura de 10mm.
Aunque estuve en rehabilitacion mi brazo no quedé bien. Todo ese afio que trabaje con el brazo
fracturado tuve que trabajar hasta 12 horas aunque el médico me sugeria solo 8 horas.

Desde el dia del accidente mi vida cambio, tengo un afio sin poder trabajar, los dolores de mi
brazo ya no permiten realizar el trabajo. Tuve que vender hasta mi carro y pedir ayuda para
sobrevivir y poder pagar la renta y la comida.

Si me hubieran pagado horas extras no habria tenido la necesidad de trabajar tantas horas e
incluso hubiera podido ahorrar para caso de emergencia como lo que vivo ahora.

Los campesinos nos reemplazan cuando quieren, no nos pagan lo suficiente para mantener una
vida digna. Tenemos que vivir con el trato injusto, sin beneficios y sin igualdad por los
empleadores e incluso por las leyes que no respaldan al campesino.

Les urjo que voten a favor de la HB 2358 y que se paguen horas extras como una forma de
respeto y de inclusion e igualdad para quienes todos los dias de poco en poco sacrifican su vida y
su condicion fisica para que los alimentos lleguen a nuestras mesas.



Gracias por su atencion.

Mario Marquez
Campesino
Woodburn

Chair Holvey, Vice Chairs Bonham and Grayber, and members of the House Committee on
Business and Labor,

My name is Mario Marquez I am a farm worker in the Willamette Valley. I am in favor of HB
2358. Farmworkers deserve fair and equal wages and treatment.

I am 50 years old. I’ve been a farm worker for 22 years in Oregon. Some of my work has been
moving irrigation pipes, cutting Christmas trees, in the nursery and in the harvest of fruits and
vegetables. A very exhausting job with many sacrifices.

In recent years, I worked in an egg farm up to 10-12 hours a day, 6 days a week with no breaks
because there were not enough employees.

My start time was at 5 in the afternoon but I had to be at work at 4:30 to prepare my work
equipment. I finished at check-out at 3 or 4 in the morning, and only slept about 6 hours a day. |
had very little time to spend with my family and especially my grandchildren.

One day in 2019, I slipped on an egg that was lying on the floor. The doctors examined me and
said that I had nothing and they only prescribed several pills to relieve the pain, I was in a lot of
pain and knew that something was not right. After a year taking the pills every day the pain
continued and was getting stronger, I worked all that year. Later, with further review, the doctors
confirmed that [ had a 10mm fracture. Even though I was in rehab, my arm didn't look good.
That entire year, I had worked with a broken arm for up to 12 hours, although the doctor
suggested only 8 hours.

Since the day of the accident my life has changed, I have not been able to work for a year, the
pain in my arm no longer allows me to do the work. I even had to sell my car and ask for help to
survive and pay the rent and food.

If I had been paid overtime I would not have had the need to work so many hours and I would
have even been able to save for emergencies.



Farmworkers are considered disposable and we are not paid enough to maintain a dignified life.
We have to live with unfair treatment, without benefits and without equal rights by employers
and even by laws that do not support the farmworkers. I urge you to vote in favor of HB 2358
and that overtime be paid as a form of respect and inclusion and equality for those who every day
little by little sacrifice their life and their physical condition so that the food reaches our tables.

Thanks for your attention.
Mario Marquez

Farmworker
Woodburn



