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INVEST IN KIDS
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OREGON

March 29, 2021
Joint Committee On Ways & Means Subcommittee On Education

Dear Chair Frederick, Chair McLain, Senator Dembrow, Senator Thomsen, Representative
Alonso Leon, Representative Levy, Representative Reschke and Representative Ruiz:

We are writing today as proud Oregonian law enforcement leaders, and as members of the non-
profit anti-crime organization Fight Crime: Invest in Kids. Fight Crime: Invest in Kids is a national
organization of more than 5,000 law enforcement leaders -- 160 of whom live here in Oregon --
who protect public safety by promoting solutions that steer children and youth away from crime
and get them started on the right path in life.

We write to express our avid support for increased funding levels of early childhood
programs. Most of the additional public early learning investments would go towards expanding
quality pre-K options in the state--Oregon Pre-Kindergarten and Preschool Promise--to create
an additional 6,000 slots. The latest data from 2019 showed 30,000 children from low-income
families in the state still did not have access to pre-K. Only with these investments can we
eventually close the gap that festers.

While there are some significant increases in Pre-K, Oregon’s major home visiting program,
Healthy Families Oregon (HFO), lags behind in funding leaving over 600 families without
services in 2019. These families qualified for and requested services, yet services were not
available. Maltreatment and neglect alone costs Oregon an estimated $202.7 million a year.
Programs like HFO can reduce child abuse and neglect by as much as 50 percent. For law
enforcement that is a major win. We would urge a larger increase of investment of $10 million
over the biennium to go towards this program.

These programs are crucial to the success of Oregon’s disadvantaged children. Assessments of
Head Start and Oregon Pre-K have found participants consistently reach and surpass
established benchmarks typically expected of children of this age. And the social-emotional and
academic advances in kids can be seen well beyond their youngest years. Attending quality pre-
K can even reduce the likelihood that participants will later be taken into our custodies, charged
with a crime or arrested and ultimately serving time in jail or prison.

Quality early childhood programs for younger children, ages zero to three, can be transformative
as well. Healthy Families Oregon and Early Head Start have empowered thousands of
struggling parents while helping to prevent child abuse and neglect. And the Equity Fund
and Tribal Early Learning Hub help close demographic disparities and promote child
equity.

In particular, we know that the following items will be vital in our efforts to build a more equitable
education and criminal justice system:

* Expanding access to child care and high quality preschool

* Preventing suspension and expulsion in early learning

* Supporting and growing a diverse educator workforce

17355 SW Sugar Plum Lane / Beaverton, OR 97007

StrongNation.org/FightCrime 2 FightCrime FightCrimelnvest




COUNCIL FOR A STRONG AMERICA

OREGON

FIGHT CRIME:
INVEST IN KIDS

* Fully-implementing the Student Investment Account, providing targeted resources
for early literacy, expanded learning opportunities, culturally-responsive practices and
social, emotional and behavioral health supports

As police chiefs, sheriffs, and district attorneys, we know that quality early childhood programs
provide unique, critical building blocks in a foundation that can help children in our communities
succeed. We urge you to fully support the Early Childhood Coalition’s increased funding
requests in early childhood programs. Thank you for your continuous support for our state’s

children.
Sincerely,

Ellen Rosenblum

Attorney General

Oregon - Office of the Attorney
General

Greg Baxter

District Attorney

Baker County District Attorney's
Office

Derek Bowker
Chief of Police
Phoenix Police Department

Ron Brown

District Attorney
Clatsop County District
Attorney's Office

Paige Clarkson
District Attorney
Marion County District
Attorney's Office

Rebecca Frolander
District Attorney
Wallowa County District
Attorney's Office

David Goldthorpe
District Attorney
Malheur County District
Attorney's Office

Jeffrey Auxier

District Attorney

Columbia County Dist Attys
Office

Bradley Berry

District Attorney
Yamhill County District
Attorney's Office

Jeffrey Bowman
Chief of Police
Gearhart Police Department

Charles Byram
Chief of Police
Pendleton Police Department

Mark Daniel
Chief of Police
Mount Angel Police Department

Pat Garrett

Sheriff

Washington County Sheriff's
Office

Jeff Groth
Chief of Police
Sherwood Police Department
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Kevin Barton

District Attorney
Washington County District
Attorney's Office

Doug Boedigheimer
Chief of Police
Milton-Freewater Police
Department

Jonathan Brewster
Chief of Police
Myrtle Creek Police Department

Mark Chase
Chief of Police
Gervais Police Department

Aaron Felton

District Attorney

Polk County District Attorney's
Office

Mark Garton
Sheriff
Polk County Sheriff's Office

David Ham
Chief of Police
Seaside Police Department
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John Haroldson
District Attorney
Benton County District
Attorney's Office

Dennis Lees
Violence Survivor
Crime Survivor Network

Kenneth Matlack
Sheriff
Morrow County Sheriff's Office

Kelsie McDaniel

District Attorney

Union County District Attorney's
Office

Justin Nelson

District Attorney
Morrow County District
Attorney's Office

Daniel Primus

District Attorney
Umatilla County District
Attorney's Office

Carrie Rasmussen
Deputy District Attorney
Hood River County District
Attorney's Office

Brandon Sarti
Chief of Police
Winston Police Department

Richard Schmitz
Chief of Police
Aumsville Police Department

Chris Skinner
Chief of Police
Eugene Police Department
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Beth Heckert

District Attorney
Jackson County District
Attorney's Office

Jason Malloy
Chief of Police
Newport Police Department

Kathy McAlpine
Chief of Police
Tigard Police Department

Wade McLeod

District Attorney
Sherman County District
Attorney's Office

Patricia Perlow

District Attorney

Lane County District Attorney's
Office

Rock Rakosi
Chief of Police
Myrtle Point Police Department

Michael Reese

Sheriff

Multnomah County Sheriff's
Office

Jason Schermerhorn
Chief of Police
Cannon Beach Police
Department

Scott Shepherd
Chief of Police
Cottage Grove Police
Department

Bret Smith
Chief of Police
Canby Police Department
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John Hummel

District Attorney
Deschutes County District
Attorney's Office

Kevin Martinez
Chief of Police
Carlton Police Department

Gary McCullough
Chief of Police
Coos Bay Police Department

Troy Mills
Chief of Police
Sutherlin Police Department

William Porter

District Attorney
Tillamook County District
Attorney's Office

Dave Rash
Chief of Police
Hubbard Police Department

Terry Rowan
Sheriff
Umatilla County Sheriff's Office

John Schmerber
Chief of Police
Gladstone Police Department

Tom Simpson
Chief of Police
Dallas Police Department

Geoff Spalding
Chief of Police
Astoria Police Department
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Bill Steele Charlie Stewart Tim Svenson

Chief of Police Chief of Police Sheriff

Tualatin Police Department Rockaway Beach Police Yamhill County Sheriff's Office

Department

Darrell Tallan John Teague Marion Weatherford

Chief of Police Chief of Police District Attorney

Monmouth Police Department Keizer Police Department Gilliam County District
Attorney's Office

Mathew Workman Craig Zanni Martha Brooks

Chief of Police Sheriff State Director

Warrenton Police Department Coos County Sheriff's Office Fight Crime: Invest in Kids

Oregon

CC: Senator Betsy Johnson
Senator Elizabeth Steiner Hayward
Representative Day Rayfield
Representative Karin Power
Representative Lisa Reynolds
Representative Jack Zika
Senate President Peter Courtney
House Speaker Tina Kotek
Governor Kate Brown
Oregon Early Learning System Director Miriam Calderon
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