
I am submitting testimony to protect the future of Oregon for my grandchildren, Milo (13) and Luna (11) Rengert. The demand for 
dairy milk and cheese will decline in the future as alternative milk and cheese products expand their market. Current dairy 
operations already have multiple dangerous environmental consequences. Among the many problems mega-dairies cause is an 
enormous, concentrated demand on water resources. They need water for crops to feed the cows and to absorb nitrates from the 
animal waste. They need drinking water for the cows. They need water for washing barns, running machinery, and otherwise 
operating the dairy. It adds up to the water demands of a medium-sized city. The proposed Easterday dairy would use about 20 
million gallons of water per day (as an annual average) – more water than the City of Bend. The water to irrigate crops would come 
from the Columbia River, which needs all the water it has left for struggling salmon and steelhead. The rest of the water will probably 
come from groundwater aquifers, even though groundwater in the area is rapidly declining and several subareas have been 
designated as “Critical Groundwater Areas.” To make things worse, mega-dairies can exploit a loophole in the law that allows 
unlimited “stockwatering” without a permit – an exemption intended for a time of smaller farms.

Mega-dairies are also major contributors to climate change because the cows and their waste emit large amounts of methane. They 
also pollute nearby groundwater and surface water if the animal waste is not perfectly managed, drive family farms out of business, 
and raise animal-welfare concerns such as extreme confinement and excessive production demands.

I support a moratorium on new and expanded mega-dairies in Oregon for the sake of our water supplies as well as our climate, 
water quality, our economy and animal welfare. Thank you for your time and attention.  Lee Rengert, Salem Oregon


