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Dear Co-Chair Taylor, Co-Chair Reardon and Subcommittee Members:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of SB 5545, the budget bill for the Oregon
Department of Water Resources.

The Oregon Ground Water Association (OGWA) is a nonprofit membership organization composed of water well
constructors, well pump and water treatment contractors; hydrogeologists and engineers; manufacturers and
suppliers of equipment; and other various trades engaged with the groundwater resource. The mission of the
Association is to promote sustainable groundwater development and management for maximum beneficial use
without waste or contamination. Organized in 1949, the Association has sought to encourage responsible
stewardship of the groundwater resource with its leadership in industry education, public outreach, and legislation.

The OGWA strongly urges the add-back of Policy Option Package 107 (attached) which would allow the
Department to incorporate the technical review of every well construction log submitted. Given the current
limited resources, only 30% of newly constructed wells receive an in-person inspection while the remaining 70%
receive no form of scrutiny.

Achieving this technical review process is the number one legislative priority for the OGWA to help further
protect the groundwater resource. A mandated technical review of the well construction log would be the most
efficient means to undergo a limited vetting of 100% of wells constructed in the state. Identifying and correcting
well construction deficiencies proactively and timely should be our primary goal for a regulatory model, rather
than reacting to the results of construction deficiencies after irreparable damage may have already occurred.

Historically, the Association has expressed growing concern regarding the absence of a proactive and thorough
technical review process for well logs submitted to the Department. The Department’s current process of well
construction log scrutiny includes only grammatical and form completeness review. Resultantly, non-compliant
wells are routinely overlooked, creating a serious challenge for the public and endangering the groundwater
resource. The significant ramifications of this process can be observed in the Mosier area where groundwater
levels are declining due to the commingling of aquifers, in which many of the deficient wells causing this issue
could have been identified with a thorough scrutiny of the well construction log.

The OGWA is committed to assisting the Department in identifying funding sources for this vital activity and
further protect the groundwater resource with more proactive regulation. We appreciate your attention to our
testimony and urge your support of SB 5545 including the add-back of Policy Option Package 107.
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