Oppose SB 223 — Registration of Private Schools

Many years ago, voluntary private school registration was administered by the Oregon Dept. of
Education (ODE) so that student teaching could take place in registered private schools and
teachers in private schools could maintain their licenses. That licensing rule was eliminated in
2009. Then Oregon Superintendent of Public Instruction, Suzan Castillo, asked the Oregon
legislature to repeal the voluntary private school registration laws to reduce workload and
expenditures, and because it did not align with ODE goals. In 2011, the Oregon legislature
repealed voluntary private school registration by adopting SB 26.

Currently, there is no law on the books requiring private schools to register with Oregon
Department of Education. For Oregon’s Christian schools, that independence allows us to
provide a faith-based curriculum in line with our families’ values and beliefs and free from state
oversight. But that independence is at risk this session.

Oregon legislators have introduced a bill, SB 223, that would require private schools to register
with the state or risk their students’ ability to participate in interscholastic activities—athletics,
music, debate, etc. SB 223 uses students as leverage to force private schools, including Christian
schools, to register and conform to State Board of Education criteria. SB 223 threatens religious
freedom and parent choice and undermines the goal of private education. It also adds layers of
bureaucracy and costs to the day-to-day management of private schools with little to no
benefit to the families that are enrolled.

As we understand it, the underlying goal of SB 223 is to promote the safety and well-being of
students. Fortunately, that’s the goal of private schools as well. In 2019, legislation was passed
to ensure that students are safe, rendering this bill unnecessary. Following the global pandemic,
our students should be given the opportunity to reengage with their peers, not prevented from
participating in the extracurricular activities that they enjoy.

Instructions:

We need your help! Our schools prioritize the safety and well-being of students, and recently
passed laws ensure that is the case. Our students should have the same ability to participate in
interscholastic activities as parents of private school students. Our families are Oregon
taxpayers and have just as much of a right to participate in activities offered through OSAA.

Use the talking points below to craft a personalized email or letter to send to the Senate
Committee on Education by 3:15 PM on March 17%. Click here to submit your letter, urging
the Committee to vote ‘NO’ on SB 223. Make sure you cc your state representative and
senator. If you aren’t sure who they are, you can find them here.

It’s important that the Committee hear from concerned schools, teachers, and parents. We all
have the same goal but disagree that registering schools is the way to promote our students’
wellbeing. So please choose a couple of talking points below and send a personalized message
to the Committee and to your legislators! If you’re passionate about this issue, consider



https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Testimony/SED
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/findyourlegislator/leg-districts.html

registering to testify virtually on Monday afternoon at 3:15 PM in opposition to this threat to

private school education!

Talking Points:

Dear Chairman Dembrow, | strongly oppose SB 223. This bill is a significant threat to
religious freedom and parental choice. It also undermines private education in Oregon by
making it subject to oversight by the state.

My child’s educational needs are best served by our private Christian school. | chose to
enroll my child in faith-based, private education. That was my choice as a parent.

SB 223 would essentially force private schools to register with the state or cut off student
access to chair, sports, and other interscholastic programs. Our schools already prioritize
student safety, but this bill goes too far.

It’s unfair to punish our children by excluding them from enriching extracurricular activities
that are currently offered to both public and private school students.

Our school is currently a member of OSAA, and my child currently does not participate in
sports as he is only in preschool but as soon as he can will be participating in soccer. Why
would you take this opportunity away from my child, especially after the isolation created
due to the COVID-19 pandemic?

SB 223 adds expenses to private schools and early childhood programs with little (if any)
benefit to the schools or students served by them. The Legislature passed a law in 2019 to
protect private school students, and SB 223 is unnecessary in light of that legislation.

My children attend East Linn Christian Academy, and there’s a reason that they don’t attend
public school. Faith is very important to my family, and we are looking for a different kind of
education.

It shouldn’t matter what type of school our children attend. | send my child to private
school, and | also pay Oregon taxes that pay for Oregon’s public education system. My
children should have the same ability to participate in extracurricular activities as their
public school peers.

Please don’t use our students as leverage in political fights. | ask you to stand with parents,
like me, and vote ‘NO’ on SB 223. It’s unnecessary and will only harm our children.


https://survey.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1M2J3vKBzUKRBky

