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The Treaty of 1855

• Treaty reserved 1.4 million acre 
homeland (Yakama Reservation)

• Water rights for irrigation, 
instream flow, etc

• Treaty guaranteed the Yakama 
people perpetual rights to hunt, 
fish, etc. on 10 million acres ceded 
to US

• Acquavella confirmed Time 
Immemorial water right for 
instream flow for fish and 
other aquatic life



The Yakima River Basin Overview

Basin size: 6,155 sq. miles with 464,000 
irrigated acres

$4.5 billion agriculture economy

Historically, second only to Snake River 
in supporting Columbia Basin salmon
and steelhead runs



Yakima Basin Integrated Plan Goals

• Restore and enhance environment, fish and  wildlife, 
including fish passage at federal dams

• Improve water supply during drought years  (70% 
proratable supply)

• Provide for efficient and adaptable water  
supply management

• Contribute to sustainable economy and 
environment



The Seven Elements



YRBWEP Workgroup Members

Local Governments 
• Benton County 

• Kittitas County 

• Yakima County

• City of Yakima 

Irrigated Agriculture 
• Kennewick Irrigation District 

• Kittitas Reclamation District 

• Roza Irrigation District 

• Sunnyside Valley Irrigation District 

• Yakima-Tieton Irrigation District 

Other Stakeholders 
• American Rivers 

• Yakima Basin Fish & Wildlife Recovery Board 

• Yakima Basin Storage Alliance 

• Trout Unlimited

Federal Agencies
• Bureau of Reclamation 

• National Marine Fisheries Service 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

• U.S. Forest Service 

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Yakama Nation

Washington State Agencies
• Department of Ecology 

• Department of Agriculture 

• Department of Fish and Wildlife 

• Department of Natural Resources



Yakima Basin Integrated Plan 

• 1977: Basin-wide surface water adjudication

• 1999: State stops issuing unmitigated groundwater rights

• 2001: Black Rock Reservoir Studies initiated by Reclamation

• 2007: Yakama Nation and Roza Irrigation District wrote joint comment 
letter on Black Rock Reservoir study suggesting package of measures and 
integrated approach

• 2009 to 2011: The Yakima Basin Integrated Plan Work Group forms and 
endorses integrated package

• 2013: Governor Inslee introduces YBIP legislation which passes legislature 
nearly unanimously

• 2019: Federal legislation passes authorizing initial phase



Yakima River Basin Water 
Enhancement  Project Timeline







In Summary

• 1994 Federal Legislation – Authorizes Reclamation to work with 

Ecology, Irrigation Districts and Yakama Nation to Conserve water, 

provide Habitat Restoration and Tributary Enhancement.

• 2013 State Legislation – Authorizes Ecology to implement 

Integrated Plan in coordination with Reclamation and Yakama 

Nation and fund up to ½ of the Integrated Plan. 

• 2019 Federal Legislation – Authorizes Reclamation to implement 

the Initial Phase of Integrated Plan with Ecology, Yakama Nation 

and others.



Why it is working
“I can live with what you want if you can live with what we want”

“We can’t do it 

without each 

other”

• Not the usual “compromise”

• Adversaries become advocates 
(even Huskies and Cougars)

• Many dedicated participants 



Questions

Honor. Protect. Restore.


