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March 10, 2021

Dear Chair Dembrow, Vice Chair Thomsen and Members of the Senate Committee on
Education:

We, the undersigned, strongly support the Civics Education Act (SB 513), which guarantees
civics education for all Oregon students. We urge you and your committee members to advance
this important legislation.

Civics education is essential to our democratic society. Without a basic fundamental
understanding of what lies at the core of our Republic, a government of the people, by the people
and for the people will be impossible to sustain. As Chief Justice John Roberts recently wrote:

“Civics education, like all education, is a continuing enterprise and conversation.

Each generation has an obligation to pass on to the next, not only a fully functioning
government responsive to the needs of the people, but the tools to understand and
improve it.”

We are not effectively providing those tools to your youth:

» Only 25% of Americans can name all three branches of government; nearly one-third of
Americans are unable to name any.

»> Only 24% of high school seniors test at or above a proficiency level in civics.

» Seventy-five percent of Americans born in the 1930s believed it was essential to live in a
democracy. Only about 30% of Americans born in the 1980s believe that today.

These statistics are evidence of our failure to educate recent generations about the fundamentals
of our democracy and how to engage effectively within it. While this is a national crisis, Oregon
may be even further behind as it is one of only eleven states that do not require a civics education
class for graduation. We must do a better job to prepare our youth to live within a democracy.

The Civics Education Act is a simple response to these problems. It provides that every
Oregon student will receive one semester of civics education before they graduate. The bill
does not increase the number of credits that students will need to graduate. It simply ensures that
one semester out of the three years of social studies currently required for graduation will be
dedicated to learning about democracy.

The bill also does not require development of new academic content standards as the Oregon
Department of Education already provides strong standards for civics and government education.
It simply ensures that all students will receive a solid grounding in those standards, giving them
the knowledge and capabilities to effectively engage in their roles as citizens and community
members.
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Research shows that students who receive quality civics education are more likely to vote,
discuss politics at home, complete college, and develop skills that lead to employment. They are
also four times more likely to give back to their communities through volunteering and working
on community issues and are more confident in their ability to speak publicly and communicate
with their elected representatives.

A recent article from the Sisters Nugget highlights the lasting impact civics education can make
on high school students. High school teacher Gail Greaney used the 2020 election as the
backdrop for a focus on civics education. Students in the class spoke of lifelong impacts of the
class and the understanding of American government that they took from it.

One student said, “I definitely see this class impacting my future, both in the basic understanding
I’ve gained for the foundations of American politics and government and through the skills and
tools I’ve learned for being an active and engaged member of society.”

This is a subject that unites Americans. One recent survey shows that a significant majority of
both Republicans and Democrats believe that civics education for K-12 students “would have the

most positive and meaningful impact on strengthening the American identity.”

The Civics Education Act will prepare our students and protect our democracy. Please ensure all
Oregon students receive a quality civics education and support The Civics Education Act.
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