Owyhee Irrigation District
4272 Thunderegq Blvd.
Nyssa, Oregon 97913

Phone: (541) 372-3540
Fax: (541) 372-2437

March 9, 2021

To: Chair Helm, Vice-Chair Owens, Vice Chair Reardon, and Members of the House Committee on Water
RE: Testimony in Support of HB 3221, the Oregon Renewable Options Program

Dear Chair Helm, Vice-Chair Owens, Vice Chair Reardon, and Members of the Committee:

Owyhee Irrigation District (OID) respectfully submits this letter in support of HB 3221.

OID was founded in 1932, We provide water to 67,000 acres of land and 1,300 residential and agricultural
customers in Nyssa, Ontario, and Adrian, Oregon. We operate a system of 300 miles of open canals, laterals,
pipelines, etc. that was built in 1932. Our farmers produce corn, onions, and sugar beets, supporting an extensive
network of agriculturally related jobs in our area.

OI1D is actively pursuing the modernization our water delivery system to increase the reliability of our agricultural
water supplies, supporting long-term jobs in our area, with the potential to provide additional benefits to Oregon’s
fish and wildlife. As part of this modernization process, our district is exploring the potential to install solar and
generate conduit hydropower. Both renewable energy technologies could help our district’s modernization efforts by
reducing energy costs, and therefore long-term operating expenses, and by providing us a new source of revenue to
help pay for our water system’s much needed upgrades.

HB 3221 would give our district the ability to negotiate with the communities in Oregon to purchase the output of
our potential power plants, at rates that would put a value on the local and environmental benefits that they could
make possible in our community. Our farmers would be proud to produce renewable energy that could serve Oregon
with local power, while helping to further the modernization of our aging water infrastructure.

01D respectfully asks for your consideration and support for HB 3221.

Sincerely,

-
{

Jay Chamberlin

Project Manager



