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81st OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY--2021 Regular Session

House Bill 2723
Sponsored by Representative WITT (Presession filed.)

SUMMARY

The following summary is not prepared by the sponsors of the measure and is not a part of the body thereof subject
to consideration by the Legislative Assembly. It is an editor’s brief statement of the essential features of the
measure as introduced.

Removes general prohibition on limiting times, places or amounts of taking of predatory animals.

A BILL FOR AN ACT

Relating to management of predatory animals; amending ORS 496.162.

Be It Enacted by the People of the State of Oregon:

SECTION 1. ORS 496.162 is amended to read:

496.162. (1) After investigation of the supply and condition of wildlife, the State Fish and Wildlife

Commission, at appropriate times each year, shall by rule:

(a) Prescribe the times, places and manner in which wildlife may be taken by angling, hunting,

trapping or other method and the amounts of each of those wildlife species that may be taken and

possessed.

(b) Prescribe such other restrictions or procedures regarding the angling, taking, hunting, trap-

ping or possessing of wildlife as the commission determines will carry out the provisions of wildlife

laws.

(2) In carrying out the provisions of subsection (1) of this section, the power of the commission

includes, but is not limited to:

(a) Prescribing the amount of each wildlife species that may be taken and possessed in terms

of sex, size and other physical characteristics.

(b) Prescribing such regular and special time periods and areas closed to the angling, taking,

hunting and trapping of any wildlife species when the commission determines such action is neces-

sary to protect the supply of such wildlife.

(c) Prescribing regular and special time periods and areas open to the angling, taking, hunting

and trapping of any wildlife species, and establishing procedures for regulating the number of per-

sons eligible to participate in such angling, taking, hunting or trapping, when the commission de-

termines such action is necessary to maintain properly the supply of wildlife, alleviate damage to

other resources, or to provide a safe and orderly recreational opportunity.

[(3) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2) of this section, except as provided in ORS 498.146 or

during those times and at those places prescribed by the commission for the hunting of elk, the com-

mission shall not prescribe limitations on the times, places or amounts for the taking of predatory an-

imals. As used in this subsection, “predatory animal” has the meaning for that term provided in ORS

610.002.]

[(4)] (3) In carrying out the provisions of this section, before prescribing the numbers of deer

and elk to be taken, the commission shall consider:

(a) The supply and condition of deer and elk herds;
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(b) The availability of forage for deer, elk and domestic livestock on public and private range

and forest lands;

(c) The recreational opportunities derived from deer and elk populations; and

(d) The effects of deer and elk herds on public and private range and forest lands.

[2]


