
Funding Higher Education 
in Oregon 

Public Universities
House Education Committee

June 2021



Oregon’s Public Universities 
Budget Ask:  $900M



Overview
• Research, Economic and Community Impacts
• COVID-19 Impacts and Recovery
• Public University Support Fund
• Sports Lottery
• Capital Construction



Research, Economic & 
Community Impact



Oregon Public Universities 
Economic, Research and Community Impact



COVID-19
Impacts and Recovery



Federal COVID Aid 

Total COVID Impact
Public Universities

-$489,009,373

Projected Federal Aid 
(CARES, CRSSA, ARP)

+$190,306,893 to Institutions
+$149,564,732 to Students

Net Impact to Institutions
-$298,702,480



Public University Support Fund



Invest in students. Invest in Oregon. 

M Invest $900 million in the Public University Support Fund (PUSF) 

The incoming class each year at 
Oregon's public universities is 

more diverse than the last. 
Students often face food 

insecurity, housing insecurity, 
gaps in funding for their 

education, and increased 
student debt. 

The PUSF is the primary source of 
state funding for operations and 

services to students. An 
investment of $900 million for the 

2021-23 biennium will help 
Oregon's public universities keep 
tuition for incoming students as 

low as possible.

$900 million in the PUSF requires 
just $14 million more than the Co-

Chairs of Ways & Means have 
proposed. 

Monies in the PUSF are 
distributed through one of the 

most advanced outcomes based 
funding formulas in the nation. 
The funding formula rewards 
completing underrepresented 
students and student transfer



What happens when states cut funding to 
public institutions and student financial aid?

M Invest $900 million in the Public University Support Fund (PUSF) 

Cuts in State Funding to Public 
Institutions lead to:
• Institutional Revenue Declines

• Doctoral institutions raise alternative revenues 
like tuition (when possible) and target out-of-
state and international enrollments

• Enrollment Impacts
• In-State undergraduate enrollment declines
• Students move from public to for-profit 

institutions
• At more selective four-year institutions, out-of-

state enrollment increases
• Graduation and Completion Declines

• Graduation rates at four-year colleges decline
• Fewer degrees and certificates awarded across 

public institutions
• Statewide bachelor’s degree attainment declines

Cuts in State Funding to Financial Aid 
lead to:
• Enrollment Impacts

• Impacts vary by program design with cuts to 
simple and more universal programs likely 
leading to decreased enrollment

• Students enroll in less expensive institutions
• Students may be more likely to enroll out of 

state

• Persistence and Completion Declines
• Students are less likely to persist and graduate
• Students who do graduate may take longer to do 

so
• Students with financial need are 

disproportionately impacted

Source: State Higher Education Executive Officers Association: Public Investment in Higher Education: Research, Strategies, and Policy Implications



Sports Lottery



Sports Lottery:
Opportunities and Equity

21-23 Request
1% of Lottery 

($16.5M)

Enrollment

Retention

Diversity



More than just athletics

12% of Sports Lottery Fund go to
Graduate Scholarships



Capital Construction



University Capital Projects



Thanks for your time!

Questions?

Please contact Dana Richardson, Oregon Council of Presidents  
richardsond@mail.wou.edu
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