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What’s the background?
Why do we pay attention to IPM implementation in schools more 
than other settings?
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http://npic.orst.edu/health/child.html
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This brochure is available at https://beav.es/3fP
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http://npic.orst.edu/pest/schoolipm.html

• Oregon has approximately 197 school districts.
• They range from one site/facility to 90 sites/facilities



What does the School IPM law 
in Oregon require?
ORS 634.740 was effective July 1, 2012
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This brochure is available at https://beav.es/3fP

• All public and private K-12 schools and community colleges must comply
• They must have an IPM Plan (written) in place, a designated IPM Coordinator, and a 

list of acceptable low-impact pesticides. 
• The IPM Plan must include regular monitoring and inspections, prohibit routine 

(schedule-based) pesticide applications, and give preference to nonchemical pest 
control methods. 

• The School IPM Coordinator must complete six hours of training each year, and 
oversee all efforts related to pest prevention, pest identification, pesticide selection, 
giving advanced notice to families, posting warnings and keeping records
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Paraphrased from ORS 634.740



Highlights
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➢ dsgd

➢ Fghfgh

➢ fghfg

Ten+ training events per year, held around the state of Oregon

Heavier on the resources, lighter on the technical assistance
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Issues
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Issues known to Kaci Buhl (me):
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• The School IPM Coordinator and/or district often hires a company to 
make pesticide applications when needed. Is there disconnect between 
the trained school employee and the commercial pest control company?

• Staff turnover is common among school personnel in the School IPM 
Coordinator positions. Knowledge goes out the door and training begins 
anew.

• Pest management is people-management. It can be difficult to garner 
cooperation from all teachers, staff, administrators, and other site-users.

• Moss control is problematic on sidewalks and roofs using low-impact 
pesticide products and/or other methods.

• ODA inspections related to school IPM in 2017-19 revealed widespread 
misunderstanding of the law’s requirements. Many schools lacked plans.



In summary…
• There will be an enduring need for education about IPM theory 

and practice in school settings.

• Site-managers need resources and technical assistance to meet 
pest control challenges lawfully.

• ODA and OSU should continue to communicate openly and often 
about aligning educational efforts with observed deficits 
(enforcement and/or incidents) 
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Tim Stock, School IPM Program Director

Alec Kowalewski, Associate Professor, Turf Management

Both housed in the Horticulture Department, College of 
Agricultural Sciences, Oregon State University OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY 20
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