
Celebrating Night Skies



International Dark Sky Association
Dark Sky Places



Dark Sky Places in the U.S.
95 Dark Sky Places in U.S.

Communities (21)
Parks (66)
Reserves (1)
Sanctuaries (7)

Boundary Waters, Minnesota
Katahdin Woods, Maine
Cherry Springs, Pennsylvania
Llano River, Texas
Rappahannock Park, Virginia



Most Dark Sky Places are in the West



Utah Travel



Central Idaho



Colorado Plateau



Great Basin Dark Sky Park



Basin and Range Dark Sky Cooperative



Why is Tourism at the Table?



Colorado Plateau 2019 Tourism Data

“Non-local tourists who value dark skies will spend $5.8bn over the next 
10 years in the Colorado Plateau. These tourist expenditures will 
generate $2.4bn in higher wages and create over 10,000 additional jobs 
each year for the region.” 

Dark Sky Tourism: Economic Impacts on the Colorado Plateau Economy (September 2019)



Colorado Plateau 2019 Tourism Data



Cultural Opportunities

“Instead of 
highlighting 
constellations 
dreamt up by the 
ancient Greeks 
lodge guides focus 
on the rich astral 
folklore of the 
Khomani San.”



Oregon Outback Dark Sky Network

A voluntary grass-roots initiative to build an alliance 
of communities, businesses, local governments, 
ranchers, state and federal agencies, tribes, and 
Oregon Outback night sky enthusiasts to support a 
set of shared principles resulting in mutual community 
benefits and the long-term conservation of our starry 
night heritage.



Night Sky Adventurer Kits
Available at County Libraries
Lake
Harney
Malheur

What’s in Kit:
Sky Quality Meter
Night Sky Chart
Night Flashlight
Log Book to record data




