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Federal Bills:  

❖ Break Free From Plastic Pollution Act (BFFPPA): In 2020, former Senator Tom Udall (D-UT) and 

Representative Allen Lowenthal (D-CA) introduced the BFFPPA, which includes EPR for packaging 

based on the Product Stewardship Institute’s (PSI’s) model as its central component. The bill is 

expected to be reintroduced in March of 2021 with new sponsorship from Senator Jeff Merkley (D-

OR) and continued sponsorship from Rep. Lowenthal.  

❖ CLEAN Future Act:  Representatives Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ), Paul Tonko (D-NY), and Bobby L. Rush 

(D-Ill) introduced the CLEAN Future Act in 2021, which is an overarching climate bill that includes EPR 

elements similar to the language in the BFFPPA. The bill has been referred to several committees, 

including the House Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

 

State Bills: 

❖ Maine: LD 2104, which passed out of Environment and Natural Resources Committee but did not 

advance in 2020, is expected to be revised and reintroduced in 2021. 

❖ Vermont: PSI and the Vermont Product Stewardship Council developed the core elements of an EPR 

for packaging bill in 2020, which led to the introduction of a House bill (H 142) that is currently in the 

Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.  

❖ Massachusetts: Two bills (H 745 and H 750) were introduced in the 2019-2020 biennium but did not 

pass. In 2021, PSI worked with stakeholders to align and introduce same-as bills in the House (HD 

1553) and Senate (SD 1123), which are currently awaiting committee assignment. 

❖ Connecticut: The Department of Energy and Environmental Protection convened municipalities in a 
Commission on Sustainable Materials Management in 2020, which has recommended that the State 
support EPR for packaging legislation in 2022.  

❖ New York: In 2020, two different bills were introduced in the Senate (S 7718) and Assembly (A 9790), 

both of which were guided by PSI’s EPR for packaging elements. In 2021, a harmonized bill has been 

introduced in the Senate (S 1185A) with a same-as bill in the Assembly (A 5801) and a growing 

coalition of supporters. The Senate bill has passed out of the Committee on Environmental 

Conservation and the Assembly bill is currently in the Committee on Environmental Conservation. 

❖ Maryland: A bill introduced in the House (HB 36), which was based on PSI’s model, has been heard in 

the Environment and Transportation Committee and referred to Economic Matters. The bill is 

currently in the Environment and Transportation Committee and the Committee on Economic 

Matters. For the first time in the U.S., a packaging EPR bill was supported by packaging producers 

(Flexible Packaging Association and Campaign for Recycling and the Environment).  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5845
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/CFA%20Bill%20Text%202021.pdf
http://legislature.maine.gov/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP1500&item=1&snum=129
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2022/H.142
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/HD1553
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/HD1553
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/SD1123
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Waste-Management-and-Disposal/CCSMM/EPR
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/s7718
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=A09790&term=2019&Text=Y
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.productstewardship.us/resource/resmgr/packaging_toolkit/Packaging_EPR_Elements_SUMMA.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/s1185
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/A5801
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0036?ys=2021RS
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❖ Oregon: Two bills were introduced in the House: HB 2592 and HB 2065, which was introduced at the 

request of Governor Kate Brown. Both House bills are currently in the Committee on Energy and 

Environment, and HB 2065 has also been referred to the Joint Committee on Ways and Means. In the 

Senate, three bills were introduced and referred to the Committee on Energy and Environment this 

year: SB 14, SB 581 and SB 582. SB 582 has since been amended (SB 582-1) to include language from 

the OR DEQ-sponsored House bill, and was heard in three successive hearings in February and March. 

❖ California: SB 54, first introduced in the 2019-2020 biennium, has been reintroduced for 2021. It 

currently includes solutions needed for plastic pollution and mentions producer responsibility. 

Another Senate bill (SB 38) was introduced that would create an EPR system solely for beverage 

containers. This bill is currently in the Committee on Environmental Quality. In 2022, California may 

also see Ballot Initiative #19-0028, which is expected to include elements of EPR. 

❖ Colorado: The Department of Public Health & Environment is conducting a literature and legislative 

review of EPR for packaging in response to the passage of SB 20-055 in 2020 and is expected to 

introduce EPR for packaging legislation in the coming years.   

❖ Hawaii: Two bills were introduced this session: SB 1419 is in the Senate Committee on Judiciary and 

would establish a municipal reimbursement EPR for packaging system, while HB 1316 has been 

converted to a study bill in the House. 

❖ Washington: Same-as bills were introduced in the House (HB 1118) and the Senate (SB 5022) in 2021. 

While SB 5022 has since been amended to remove EPR, it is expected that the original language will 

be reintroduced in 2022 during the long session. HB 1118 is currently in the Committee on 

Environment and Energy. 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2592
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2065
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB14
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/SB581
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB582
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB582
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB54
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB38
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb20-055
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1419&year=2021
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1316
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1118&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5022&Year=2021

