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WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:

Repeals Oregon Department of Education's Early Learning Division. Establishes Early Learning Authority as
independent state agency, led by Governor-appointed Early Learning System Director. Establishes purposes of
Early Learning Authority. Transfers responsibility to administer funds received pursuant to federal Child Care and
Development Block Grant and Child Care and Development Fund, as well as other federal funds and grants
received by the State of Oregon from Office of Child Care to Early Learning Authority. Modifies duties of Early
Learning Council and transfers certain responsibilities to Early Learning Authority. Removes authority for
Preschool Promise grants to fiscal agents for multiple preschool providers. Modifies provisions relating to quality
improvement system. Requires Oregon Department of Education to collaborate with Early Learning System
Director on early intervention/early childhood special education programs. Establishment of Early Learning
Authority and related provisions become operative March 15, 2022. Requires Director of Oregon Department of
Education to deliver to the Early Learning Authority all records and property, as well as employees. Transfers
employment-related day care program from Department of Human Services to Early Learning Authority by June
30, 2023. Requires Early Learning Division and Department of Human Services to develop plan for
implementation. Requires transitional reports to legislature by September 30, 2021 and September 30, 2022.
Modifies definition of statewide early learning system. Modifies membership of State Interagency Coordinating
Council. Declares emergency, effective on passage.

REVENUE: May have revenue impact, but no statement yet issued.

FISCAL: May have fiscal impact, but no statement yet issued.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT:
No amendment.

BACKGROUND:

The Early Learning Division of the Oregon Department of Education was established by passage of House Bill 3234
in 2013. That measure transferred certain duties previously assigned to the Early Learning Council to the Division.
Since that time, the Division has served to govern and manage most of the state's early care and education
programs and services. House Bill 3073 makes the Early Learning Division into an independent state agency, titles
the new agency the Early Learning Authority, modifies related definitions and duties, and transfers the
employment-related day care program currently managed by the Department of Human Services to the newly
created agency.
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