Senate Committee on Natural
Resources and Wildfire Recovery
February 3, 2021

Doug Grafe, Chief of Fire Protection
doug.grafe@oregon.gov

State of Oregon Michael Orman, Air Quality Planning Section Manager
Department of Environmental Quality .
michael.orman(@state.or.us

Gabriela Goldfarb, Environmental Health

]‘ e alth Section Manager, Public Health Division

oabriela.g.goldfarb@dhsoha.state.or.us



mailto:doug.grafe@oregon.gov
mailto:michael.orman@state.or.us
mailto:gabriela.g.goldfarb@dhsoha.state.or.us

Smoke Management Program

* Legislative authority: ORS 477.013

* Rules approved by BOF and EQC to meet State Implementation
Plan requirements of EPA

* Administered by ODF in coordination with DEQ, OHA
* Applies to essentially all prescribed fire on forestland within
forest protection boundaries
* Five-year review completed in 2019
* Create more opportunities for the use of prescribed fire

* Preserve public health protection, including vulnerable
populations

* Encourage timely and comprehensive communications
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Smoke Management Program - Implementation

176,000 acres
burned (10-yr avg.)

* Approximately
3,000 ignitions/year

* 9 smoke intrusions
(10-yr avg.)
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180,000 acres burned every year: ½ on public ½ on private
Goal of program to maximize burning and avoid smoke impacts to communities.
We do this with a daily forecast that maximizes burn opportunities based on weather and fuel conditions.
Moved in 2019 from a zero tolerance of smoke in communities to a threshold Michael will speak to.  Required more pre-planning relative to communication.  Available an exemption process to one our peak exceedances which is typical when burning close to town.
Limitations to burning: landowner capacity and funding – good burn days to limit smoke in communities - liability issues – public acceptance of smoke 
 
2020: Acres burned: 129,427
Last year acres burned: 200,629
10-year average: 176,000
2020: Incidents/ intrusions: 1  /  0
2019: Incidents/ intrusions: 38  /  6
10-year average: 9 intrusions


Air Quality Monitoring Networks*
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Smoke Management Grants

» 2019 Legislature awarded $250K to

fund local Community Response Plan CO mmaun ity

development and smoke mitigation

projects. Response
Plan

* Some projects have co-benefits for
wildfire smoke.

* Exciting progress on coordination and
mitigation. ()
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