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A key benefit of postsecondary education and training is the greater
economic security it brings from higher paying, more stable employment

Are Oregon Are they entering
graduates finding the fields they
employment? studied for?

Are they earning a

stable income?

How do the answers to these questions vary for students whose

communities are underrepresented in colleges and universities?
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Do students find employment when they graduate? In the first year after
earning their degree, most university graduates are employed in Oregon.

Full-time and part-time employment in Oregon, July 2020 through June 2021,
for public university bachelor’s degree graduates from 2019-20
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These rates are comparable to national employment rates for young adults.

Employment rates remain at about this level five and ten years after graduation.

Source: HECC analysis of student-level records from Oregon community colleges, public universities and earnings data from Oregon Employment Department.
Notes: Employment rates for students who earned bachelor and associate degrees in 2019-20. For universities, data includes resident students. For community colleges, data includes all students.



Similarly, most community college graduates are also employed in

Oregon in the first year after graduation

Full-time and part-time employment in Oregon, July 2020 through June 2021
for community college graduates from 2019-20
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Source: HECC analysis of student-level records from Oregon community colleges and earnings data from Oregon Employment Department.
Notes: Includes individuals who were awarded a career/technical certificate, Oregon Transfer Module (OTM) certificate, or an associate degree and were employed in Oregon five years later.

68%

Not
reported

53%

Not
reported

73%

Pell
Eligible

74%

Pell
Eligible

75%

Not Pell
Eligible/
Unknown

72%

Not Pell
Eligible/
Unknown

76% 76%
Rural Urban or
mixed
75% 77%
Rural Urban or
mixed



Do graduates find jobs in their field? Many do, but sometimes it takes
time, and measuring this is difficult.

Top 5 majors of bachelor’s degree graduates and the industry in which they earned the most
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Bachelor’s degrees often apply to jobs in many industries,
unlike graduate degrees and career certificates

Source: HECC analysis of student-level records from Oregon community colleges, public universities and earnings data from Oregon Employment Department.
Notes: Based on top five fields of study by number of bachelor and associate degrees earned in 2019-20. For universities, data includes resident students. For community colleges, data includes all students.



Do graduates find jobs in their field? Many do, but measurement is complex.

Top 5 majors of associate degree graduates and the industry in which they earned the most

Libera.I Arts and Health Professions Business, Mgmt, and Cgmputer & Info. Mechanic and.Repair
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Associate degree graduates may be continuing their education toward a bachelor’s
degree during this period, especially those majoring in Liberal Arts and Sciences

Source: HECC analysis of student-level records from Oregon community colleges, public universities and earnings data from Oregon Employment Department.
Notes: Based on top five fields of study by number of bachelor and associate degrees earned in 2019-20. For universities, data includes resident students. For community colleges, data includes all students.



Do graduates find jobs in their field? Many do, but not always right away.

Top 5 majors of career certificate completers and their most common industries of employment
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Unlike many bachelor’s and associate degrees, career
certificates are often connected to specific industries

Source: HECC analysis of student-level records from Oregon community colleges, public universities and earnings data from Oregon Employment Department.
Notes: Based on top five fields of study by number of bachelor and associate degrees earned in 2019-20. For universities, data includes resident students. For community colleges, data includes all students.



Earnings in the first year after graduation reflects the transition out of school

Total annual earnings of community college and public university graduates (2019-20) employed
in Oregon full or part time in year after graduation, by credential level and student characteristic
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Source: HECC analysis of student-level records from Oregon community colleges, public universities and earnings data from Oregon Employment Department.
Notes: Includes earnings one year after earning a bachelor or associate degree in 2019-20. Includes data for resident students at universities and all students at community colleges.



Over time, it becomes clear that employment benefits are not evenly conferred

Total annual earnings of community college and public university graduates employed in Oregon, by level of credential and race/ethnicity
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Over time, it becomes clear that employment benefits are not evenly conferred

Total annual earnings of community college and public university graduates employed in Oregon, by level of credential and race/ethnicity
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For a national picture of our graduates’ employment outcomes,
we’ve partnered with the U.S. Census Bureau

Census Post-Secondary Employment

Outcomes (PSEO)

Oregon employment outcomes

* For Oregon employment e The Census Bureau has a new program to track
outcomes, we have flexibility in college and university graduates who take jobs in
what we present. We can look other states

at particular groups of students, e Our Office shared data with the Census to match
at the State as a whole, etc. Oregon student records with a national database
This is because we prepare the of jobs to capture students in other states and

data (with the Oregon most federal employment

Employment Department). e Outcomes are available publicly and only at the
However, we miss graduates aggregate level by: institution, degree level, field
of study, and region

who leave Oregon and those

who enter federal employment * These national outcomes complement the Oregon
employment outcomes we regularly report




The Census PSEO show what students earn, in which industries
they work, and where they live—by institution, degree, and major
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