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These questions are meant to guide and prepare you on what to say when testifying before a 
legislative committee. Whether you are a student, faculty, or staff, this is your 
opportunity to tell your educational story and advocate for yourself and future 
generations of students. What hurdles have you faced in your student career? What 
opportunities or programs have helped you or the students you work with? Pick and 
choose what is relevant to your experience and what you feel comfortable sharing. 
Keep in mind the legislative priorities and address them, if possible, in your discussions. 

Personal Background 
If student/alumni: 

• Briefly describe where you grew up and went to high school. 
• Describe your path to and through college. 
• Talk about the supports and services that helped you through college. 
• When will you graduate/when did you graduate? 
• How are you able to pay for school? Do you work while attending classes? 
• What sacrifices have you made? 
• Have you received federal student financial aid? 

If not a student or alumni: 
• What struggles do you see students today facing? 
• Why did you choose to work in higher education? 
• What difficulties does your institution of employment face? 
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Your Future FUTURE 
• What is your career goal, or if you're an alum, what is your career? 
• Do you plan to stay in the region after graduation? 
• Plan to pursue additional education? Where? 
• What opportunities have become available because of your college/university career? 
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Aligning your story with our legislative priorties lS?f' Increasing student financial aid and investments in student support services 

• Are you a first-generation student or someone who waited a few years after high school to start college (non-
traditional student)? 

• What support would help your educational experience? 
• How has your background affected your college experience? 
• What were the unique challenges you faced? 
• How would additional student financial aid help you succeed? 
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