
 
Dear Legislators, 
 
We, the Young Democrats of Oregon and over 200 co-signers from over 40 different cities, urge you to 
pass meaningful legislation to make police departments across our state accountable to the people they 
are sworn to protect. The murders of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor, as well as subsequent incidents 
of police violence against demonstrators have exemplified to our state and nation what young 
people--especially young Black Americans--have been saying for decades about unchecked police power. 
We affirm that Black lives matter and that an injury to one is an injury to all, and demand that you 
move decisively to address the ongoing emergency of police violence.​ ​An important first step is to 
pass LC 49. 
 
Right now, law enforcement officers in Oregon are able to take advantage of inconsistent standards 
allowing for nominal punishments to be given out in disciplinary situations. ​For example, in 2014, Portland 
Police Captain Todd Wyatt used this weakness to restore his rank after a review board found him guilty of 
inappropriately touching female employees and brandishing his gun and badge during a road rage 
incident. In 2012, the board recommended that Wyatt be fired, but then-Chief Mike Reese merely 
demoted him to Lieutenant, and an arbitrator reversed his demotion just two years later. 
 
LC 49 provides for the creation of disciplinary guides for law enforcement officers and prohibits deviation 
by arbitrators from disciplinary guides. This means that elected officials, government agencies, and police 
chiefs will have greater ability to shape standardized disciplinary practices for law enforcement officers. 
LC 49 also rightly declares that the acts it contains are immediately necessary for the protection of “peace, 
health, and safety,” so that its provisions may be made effective immediately. 
 
While important, LC 49 is not a cure-all.​ ​Much work remains to be done to solve institutional 
racism and violence in policing. ​Other bills, such as LC 78, which creates a centralized database of 
Oregon law enforcement disciplinary records, are also in the works, and should be passed, too. Yet LC 49 
makes progress toward justice by reducing law enforcement officers’ ability to act outside the law. It takes 
discipline out of backroom dealing, and encourages law enforcement agencies to codify the values they 
claim to represent, and forces them to back those values up with action. 
 
Institutional indifference empowers individual bad actors. Our government has allowed law enforcement 
agencies too much unchecked power, and has sent the message that the State prioritizes the illusion of 
agency discipline over the safety of its people. We urge you to uphold the State’s portion of its 
Constitutional social compact by ending the legalized impunity by which our own Constitutionally-sworn 
officers continue to violate Oregonians rights to “peace, safety, and happiness.” LC 49 will play an 
important role in addressing the crisis of police violence in Oregon. ​We urge you to vote YES. 
 
Yours in solidarity, 
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