COLUMBIA COLUMBIA RIVERKEEPER
1125 SE Madison St., Suite 103A

NN Portland, OR 97214
(541) 387-3030
RIVERKEEPER® columbiariverkeeper.org

February 11, 2020

House Interim Committee on Energy and Environment
Chair, Karin Power

Oregon State Legislature

900 Court St., NE

Salem, OR 97301

Sent via email to: Rep.KarinPower@oregonlegislature.gov, hee.exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov

Re: Support for HB 4105
Dear Chair Power and Members of the House Energy and Environment Committee,

I write in strong support of HB 4105, which would take important steps to lessen public safety
risks of oil trains by bringing Oregon’s oil volatility standards up to speed with Washington’s
standards. This is a common-sense step for protecting Oregon rail communities who may be in
the path of oil trains coming to Oregon, already.

Secondly, I support the bill’s effort to limit the buildout of new, polluting, dangerous oil and gas
projects on the lands and waters that belong to all Oregonians. Our public lands and waters have
higher and better uses than expanding fossil fuel industry profits while destabilizing our climate
and adding to public health and safety risks.

Please support HB 4105.

Sincerely,

(See following pages for names and additional comments of 850 people who signed to support
this letter)
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I back this bill 100%
Thank you.

It would be nice to see Oregon lead
the Nation in putting the
environment and safety of its people
over the never-ending quest by
others to make a profit by any means
necessary.

Please make Oregon a national
leader in protecting our environment!

Support HB 4105!

| urge Oregon to limit fossil fuel
projects and increase oil train safety.
As a Washington resident, | care
because our state boundaries are
shared, as are the Columbia River
and the Columbia River Gorge.

Please act on this. | only have to
think of my 2 year old granddaughter
and | fear for the effects of climate
change as well as the public health
and safety risks. Thank you.
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Protect our communities and nature!

HB 4105 is a breath of fresh air: a
meaningful opportunity to reduce oil
train safety risks and take a stand on
climate change. Thank you for your
support of this important and
necessary legislation.

The poisonous polluters must be
stopped in Oregon.

Please give strong support for safe
trains. Oregon needs only green
energy projects. Dirty fuel is ruining
our state and our world.
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Please, can we just once do the right
thing without the drama, by refusing
to put money above the safety of our
own freaking species?

The climate crisis is here. It is a war
total war we need to fight. NO
MORE FOSSIL FUELS. | don't own a
car and it is possible to reduce gas
dependency if we all make some
changes.

How many oil spillages do we need
in order to put a stop to this mode of
transportation?

I 1ove uregon, even tnougn i nve in
Salt Lake City, | urge you to protect
the Columbia River and Planet Earth.
A July 5, 2017, article in the
Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences identifies that Earth is in
the midst of its sixth mass extinction
episode: Biological annihilation via
the ongoing sixth mass extinction
signaled by vertebrate population
losses and declines. The article
concludes: '...Earth's sixth mass
extinction episode has proceeded
further than most assume. ... '(T)he
proximate causes of population
extinctions (are): habitat conversion,
climate disruption, overexploitation,
toxification, species invasion,
disease, and (potentially) large-scale
nuclear war ... '(T)he ultimate
drivers of those immediate causes of
biotic destruction (are),namely,
human overpopulation and continued
population growth, and
overconsumption, especially by the
rich. ...

Anything you can do to slow the use
of fossil fuel will help avert disaster.



159 Steve
160 Jacob
161 Roberta
162 Reynolds

163 Beverly
164 Rebecca
165 Noel
166 David
167 Marcel
168 Scott
169 Jordan
170 bert
171 Erica
172 Anne
173 Elizabeth
174 Tina
175 Liz

176 kathy
177 toni
178 Jeffry
179 Lois
180 Sharon
181 Christa
182 Diana
183 Janiece
184 Candace

185 James
186 Sharon
187 Rebecca

Hocker
Jennings
Hall
John

Antonio
Berlant
Barnes
Bly
Liberge
Anderson
Hunnicut
corley
Johanson
Doane
Lengel
Brown
Terhaar
durrum
syring
Steele
White
Parshall
Knittle
Bohn
Staton Retired RN, BSN, MSW, MAT
LaPorte

Klein
Burge
McDonough

Portland
Portland
Corvallis
Portland

Centreville
Brooklyn
Renton
Ithaca
Murphy
Owatonna
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Thank you for supporting HB 4105.
the Hocker Family Steve, Elliot, Noah
& Nathan Oregonians since 1990

Please help protect the planet and
the people.

1nis, 1lIKe numerous otner Iissues
(climate change, food labeling, gun
safety, immigration reform, prison
reform, education reform, short-term
lending regulation, healthcare
reform, banking regulation, opioid
regulation) remains a vexing problem
primarily due to corporations' ability
to curry favor with elected officials.
The corrupting influence of money in
our political system is undermining
our democratic traditions and
discouraging Americans from voting
and/or running for office. This
ominous development may well end
our experiment in representative
democracy unless we alter this
decades-long trend. For the sake of
the republic, we must amend the US
Constitution to state that
corporations are not people (and do
not have constitutional rights) and
money is not speech (and thus can be
regulated by state and/or federal
campaign finance laws). Short of
accomplishing this, no other reform
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Those of us in Columbia County living
near Port Westward or along the rail
line that passes through five of our
cities are depending on you to move
this bill in its strongest form as soon
as possible. The crude oil train fire in
Guernsey, Saskatchewan, a few days
ago reminds us of the peril, not to
mention Mosier, Oregon, in 2016.

As someone whose family lives in
Hood River, who takes Amtrak to visit
them frequently, and who has seen
exactly what can happen with these
trains, | strongly urge you to do the
right thing for the people, for the
environment, and for basic safety
and pass HB 4105.

Please protect our planet for all our
children and those to come.

Qil trains pose a hazard to Oregon's
clean water and beautiful forests. It
won't be too long before our society
as a whole realizes that clean water
and air are far more valuable than
oil. Please protect the public with
this bill.

| share the concerns of the Columbia
RiverKeeper organization.
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Dear madams and sirs, We have
been fighting the Jordan Cove
pipleine for 15 years. Canada wants
and needs a way to ship cheaply all
the fracked gas in N Dakota/
Montana etc. and we should NOT
FALL FOR THIS. If they want to
destroy OUR public lands, then they
should try building it in Vancouver
port not OURS. This would kill fish,
crab and shellfish nurseries by
dredging. It will take priority over
fishing vessels getting in and out,
thus cramping our EXISTING ability to
make an income. This MUST be
addressed, PLEASE pass this bill,
Thanks, Liz

No more oil, support clean
renewable energy!!

We need to focus on renewable,
green sources of energy and end
dependence on oil from the middle
east- putting an end to endless wars.
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...no more big oil in this state...no
more dinosaurs including trump and
the trump party...

As federal regulations are being
gutted we must step up the state
regulation. Thank you for caring
about our state and our future.

Help keep Oregonians safe and
healthy by passing HB4105. Help
Oregonian stay on track to doing it's
best to fight climate change by
passing HB4105. Don't let the fossil
fuel industry bully Oregon around by
passing HB4105.

Although | am a resident of
Washington State, | urge you to
support this bill. The entire
Northwest region has been a focus
for coal, oil, and fracking
development in recent years and is at
risk for environmental degradation.
Please adopt these measures to
protect the ecology of this part of the
country. The tribes are looking for
compliance on traditional treaties as
well and this bill will move toward
meeting environmental expectations.
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Peconic
Fort Pierce
Madison
Estacada
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Please help us to stop climate

change and pollution by supporting
this bill. Thank you, Marjorie Johnson,
Hillsboro, OR 97124

Thank you to all of the
Representatives and also Senator
Taylor for making sure this bill has
been introduced. | strongly support it
and hope for its passage.

You will burn just like your precious
fuel because you are so unconcerned
for about the planet over profit.
SHAME on you.

It,Ads way past time to end support
of the fossil fuel industry!

With the major growth of electric
vehicles and the solar and wind
power growing in this state it more
fossil fuel depots are unneeded.

wether in WA or OR it affects our
climate the same way, so PLEASE
stop all this nonsense & pass the bill,
we want a clean planet, starting
right HERE
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Inve in Lanrornia ana 1 rememoer
the terror and outrage | felt and all
the demonstrations | went to when
an oil company was planning to
expand and start running bomb trains
through Sacramento and multiple
other towns and cities. | and almost
everyone | know lived and/or worked
within the blast zone. There were
thirteen public schools in the blast
zone. Thankfully, we won. | support
any and all legislation to make bomb
trains safer, but what we really need
is to ban any new fossil fuel
processing and shipping facilities so
that there will be no need for bomb
trains in the first place. | find it
outrageous that any government
official would ever approve these
things. In a country with a
government that was truly
responsible to its people, life would
always trump profit. In this country
Big Oil trumps life and all of us, not
to mention the planet (we are in a
climate crisis) are treated as

If we don't stand up for our special
places they will be taken over and
destroyed by the money hungry
despots who's only aim is racking in
more money for their donators.

As A native Oregonian, | heartily
endorse HB4105. | can no longer
accept guarentees of the fossil fiel
companies. Our safety standards
should be At Least as stringent as our
neighbors.

Such high risks are not what we need
nowadays. Climate change demands
all of us to support HB 4105.
American has no need of fracking as
it ruins our water. Chemicals,
pesticides are poison to our water as
well. Our land is not up for grabs by
industry. Climate change demands
much from us if we are to live
through what we and our
corporations have done. HB 4105 will
help with respect to land and safely
for citizens. | request your support
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Salem
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Protect the National ScenicArea, our
Columbia Gorge, from ecological
disasters of the future.

This needs to happen now.

'bout time

Please support Bill HB4105

We support HB 4105 for the reasons
above. We need to change
completely the ways we have been
doing things and we need the leaders
to be brave enough to do what is
best for the PEOPLE'S health and
welfare. Do not be puppets of vested
interests, such as the U.S. Senate in
the recent impeachment trial.

Please vote to protect our future.

Go green!!! &{id

Thanks for all you do to protect our
land, water and air
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I've personally inspected several rail
bridges where oil trains pass over
We are ever closer to disaster.

There is no time to lose. Please pass
this.

We have scientific data and long
standing evidence of the damage
that will be caused by allowing such
an action to occur. One of the key
roles of government is to preserve
public safety. Willfully ignoring clear
evidence of an impending
catastrophe is a dereliction of duty.
Scientists have worked for decades
to assemble an incontrovertible body
of evidence related to our changing
climate, and ignoring that
information is insidious. Future
generations' resources, health and
prosperity is dependent on us acting
immediately, significantly and
broadly.

Qil and gas are on their way out.
Oregon must invest in a new green
economy. Please do your part.

We need to take better care of what
is left of our environment, for our
wildlife, and our marine life.

Have you ever stood next to an oil
train? It is foul and after a few
minutes you cannot take a deep
breath. These trains are volatile and
noxious. We must stop poisoning the
earth and our children with the
fumes of fossil fuels.
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We need to stop these volatile trains
from going through any community,
while doing all we can to protect our
environment from any further harm.

We must put a stop to these
dangerous oil and gas projects on the
lands and waters that belong to all
Oregonians, and which are mutually
shared by those of us who live in
neighboring states. The environment
of our communities in the greater
Northwest all share the risks!

As a Columbia Gorge ranch/farmland
owner, | fully support this bill. Thank
you for the opportunity to comment.
llene Le Vee Olympia, wa

I'm very concerned about oil and
what its doing to our country This is
a good start please support HB4105!!
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Please support House Bill 4105 to
help protect Oregon's environment.

| am a full time resident, voter, and
taxpayer in Southern Oregon. |
oppose this proposal.

Please.

Our market system currently contains
no legal or price mechanism for
accounting for this impudent
destruction of future human life by
today,Ads purveyors of fossil fuels,
and thereby leaves today's polluters
to deprive our children of their most
basic Constitutional rights to life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
This will constitute both the greatest
violation of human liberty intrinsic to
a genuinely free society, and the
greatest destruction of human life
that our civilization has ever
experienced. With the remaining
time window for such a transition
closing rapidly, there exists no
margin for Oregon to procrastinate
and entertain the self-interested
dissembling from the fossil fuel
companies whose moral horizon
stops at their profit margins.

This is common-sense legislation
that protects the Pacific Northwest's
health and safety.
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| appreciate what this law has done

for my state. Oregon's communities
should likewise be safe from oil train
derailments and spills.

No more fossil fuel. We need to
invest in renewables.

We must not build more fossil fuel
infrastructure that locks in fossil fuel
use for decades. Climate
catastrophe must be mitigated and it
must be mitigated now. Say no to
further fossil fuel development and
climate emergency!

Please speak out for your
constituents who care about the
ecology and livability of our state.
Support HB4105!

We need to protect our environment
for future generations too.

| urge you to stand up for us, for the
climate, for all the people and

fellow creatures who live near rail
lines and fossil fuel dumps and fossil
fuel driven industries. We know and
you know that we have the means
for a clean environment in our hands.
Stand up! Do the right thing!



500 Don

501 clinton
502 Karl

503 Theodore
504 Laura
505 Judy

506 Carol

507 Ellen
508 Howard

509 Ron
510 Vicky
511 April

512 Ketty
513 Jessica
514 Jeff

515 Peter
516 Deborah
517 Patricia
518 John
519 Kathleen
520 Margo
521 L.

522 Laurie
523 Stephen

524 Richard

525 Stephen Craig

526 Lisa
527 Chris
528 Thomas
529 Mauria
530 Linda
531 Amy

Durheim
burdette
Koessel
Voth
Nowack
Shively
Becker

Saunders
Lepzelter

Rushford
Palmerton
Atwood

Miller
Kelley
Kulp
Curia
Brown
Hine
Teevan
Brand|
Wyse
Fielder
King
Dutschke

Freeman
Rolston
Barrett
Roberts
Ohanlon
McClay
Schmoldt
Roberts

Eugene

Los Angeles
McKinleyville
Madison
Earlville

San Diego
Sherman Oaks

Manning
Bronx

Vancouver
Grants Pass
Portland

Portland
Portland
Raleigh
Scottsdale
Portland
Eugene
Chula Vista
Portland
Mimbres
Carrollton
Portland
Louisville

Portland
Mount Vernon
Beloit

Kalama

Saint Helens
Portland
Portland
Albany

OR
CA
CA
Wi
NY
CA
CA

OR
NY

WA
OR
OR

OR
OR
NC
AZ
OR
OR
CA
OR
NM
X
OR
KY

OR
WA
Wi
WA
OR
OR
OR
OR

Our entire fishing and seafood
industries are declining because of
the pollution caused by fossil fuel
infrastructure. Large contaminating
cargo ships contaminate our waters.
Streams and rivers are threatened by
the Jordan Cove LNG line. The
spraying that logging has done has
already decimated our fish
populations. We don't want to see in
Oregon what has happened to
Australia due to their coal industry.
We need our forest to hold carbon
and cool fishing waterways. Please
don't allow the propaganda and
threats of the petrochemical industry
keep you from doing what is right to
keep Oregon healthy.

We must take back control from all
carbon polluters that endanger our
lives directly and indirectly.

Our gorgeous Columbia River Gorge
MUST be protected from the toxic
dangers of oil and coal trains! No
support for fossil fuels!

Past due. Thank you for doing this!

Fossil fuel companies would even
likely have us confuse their fuel cars
with those containing corn sugar.
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Please do the right thing: Oil trains
are a danger in every possible way;
keep them away from our public and
our lovely, clean public lands and
water.

Oregon lags behind both California
and Washington in environmental
and safety standards. At the very
least, our standards should be
brought into parity with those of our
neighboring states.

Please don't endanger our
environment by transporting oil by
train. There is such a danger of
accidents. We have enough dangers
to our environment without adding to
them.

Outlaw the sale of new internal
combustion vehicles. Mr. SDD, PhD

...keep it in the ground!

Building a facility that transports
dirty energy products is something all
of us do not need. Building a
structure and a transport system to
bring in oil, coal or any other dirty
energy products are prone to spills.
Infrastructure buildings do not last
long and usually have faults built into
them which breaks at the most
infrequent rate that damages the
environment and destroys areas for
centuries. We do not want to ever
see any building of this type of
structure ever.
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| am totally opposed to oil and gas
projects on PUBLIC lands.

Stop all threats to our citizens, stop
the greed and work hard for clean
renewable energy

We can't afford the cost of cleaning
up after these risky environmental
businesses and don't need to
contribute to fossil fuel industry.
Keep our water clean and air
breathable.
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It is long past time for stopping the
expansion of fossil fuel use! On
behalf of my children, grandchildren
and all the living creatures of Earth, |
ask you to pass this bill! People and
Planet BEFORE Profits and not the
other way round.

We must safeguard all of our citizens
wherever they live. This measure
will be a positive step in the right
direction.

No more oil trains thru Bellingham!
No more oil trains AT ALL!

As residents of Hood River, my family
lives in the blast zone. Please step

up to defend Oregon's families from
these dangerous industries. The
public should not be forced to pay the
costs while the companies earn all
the profits. It's important to
distribute the risks and burdens more
fairly. Thanks for your consideration
of this important bill!

This is so important for the safety
and future of our gorgeous Oregon.

We need dramatic, decisive, no-
nonsense action on climate change.
Something Oregonians are good at!
We need to be in the lead to protect
our beautiful state, and be a model
for wise stewardship.
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| live in Hood River, close to the last
train derailment disaster in Mosier.
We need do all we can to avoid a
repeat of that type of accident! | am
also an emergency physician working
at Providence Hood River Hospital
and | am keenly aware of the limits
of our EMS and health care system to
respond to such a disaster. Oregon
lawmakers have a obligation to
protect the health and safety of the
citizens and environment of our
beautiful state! Dr. Karen O'Neill
Heinemann

It is time to make Oregon clean and
green

I don't live in Oregon but | do visit
there. We do not need any new fossil
fuel development anywhere.

Oh this is a Great Idea! We should
have passed a bill like this long ago,
but now is the second best time.
Please pass this bill. Everything that
makes the climate and the
atmosphere harder to pollute and
sully makes living so much sweeter!

| urge you to vote for this critical bill.
It is truely a matter of survival for us
all. Do the right thing. Be on the
right side of history.

| also think the state of Oregon
should divest from any oil and gas
investments!
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NO MORE FOSSIL FUEL
INFRASTRUCTURE. Leave it in the
ground!

Please, for the sake of future
generations, take action now to start
a forward looking plan away from
fossil fuel.

It's about time we took a strong
stand against fossil fuels and global
warming!

| do not care what NAFTA says.
Allowing CANADA to cross US soil
contaminating our groundwater with
leaking pipelines for profit........ and
campaign contributions is not good
for We the People

Please pass this bill. We do not need
or want these oil trains/Ing pipelines
and other polluting projects in our
state. Blessings and thanks!

As someone who lives in the
Cremation Zone near rail, | am
highly aware that | absorb the risk for
the private profit of folks who live
elsewhere.



703 Valerie
704 Mary F
705 Cheryl
706 Wanda
707 Sheila
708 Mary
709 Susan
710 Steve
711 Deborah
712 M

713 Valerie
714 Sandra
715 scott

716 1.

717 John
718 Jeanne
719 Michael
720 Alice
721 Laurie
722 Mark
723 Gail
724 Carolyn
725 constance
726 Carol
727 Tracey
728 Ms

729 DeenaT.
730 Belinda
731 Laurie
732 Bonnie
733 Gavin

734 Jack

735 leffrey
736 Jamie

737 Eric

738 Brendalee

Blackmore
Platter-Rieger
Erb

Graff

Tran

Zack

Burns

Berman
Honthaner
Leszczynski

Pflug
Joos
massinger

Engle
Palenik
Taylor
Snouffer
Tobias
Swenson
Aziz
Ohara
Eckel
lorig
Elkins
Katsouros
Zentura

Grossman
Colley
Fisher
Gorman
Bornholtz
West
White
Blakely
Edwards
Smith

Columbia City
San Diego

Salem

Canby

Saint Paul
Worthington
Colorado Springs
Berkeley
Portland

Lapeer

Havana
Portland
Portland

Tularosa
Cranford
Bellingham
Medford
Langley
Bend
Sarasota
Portland
Portland
De Pere
Aumsville
Waldorf
Casper

Portland
Azalea
Portland
Quincy
Grand Blanc
Portland
Forest Grove
Longview
West Chicago
Tallahassee

OR
CA
OR
OR
MN
OH
co
CA
OR
Ml

FL
OR
OR

NM
NJ
WA
OR
WA
OR
FL
OR
OR
Wi
OR
MD
wy

OR
OR
OR
MA
Ml
OR
OR
WA

FL

Wow! It's about time that someone
fought the oil companies. They are
polluting the world, causing climate
change, and getting huge tax
subsidies at the same time.

We have to stop the flow of oil. We
are bleeding the planet dry.

health before money !

FRACK the CONservative criminal
senate. JUSTice do it.

Dear Chair Power and Members of
the House Energy and Environment
Committe, Please vote yes for HB
4105 to increase public safety and
environmental health for all
Oregonians! Oil trains must be
regulated at least to Washington
state standards. Also | support limits
on new polluting dangerous oil and
gas projects on lands and waters that
belong to all of us. Thank you for
voting yes for HB 4105! Sincerely
yours, Deena T. Grossman Oregon
Voter
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How did we ever get to the point, in
our history, of not putting safety first
for our citizens, wildlife, lands,
water, and air? Our public lands
should never be used for products
that are known to be volatile and
dangerous. If fossil fuels are not
transitioned within 10 years to clean,
renewable energy, the carbon and
methane emissions in our
atmosphere will continue to linger
for 100's of years and more, leaving
a planet inhabitable for future
generations. Not one more pipeline,
not one more oil train, not one more
barge, not one more refinery, not one
more fracking well, NOT ONE MORE
EVER!

Reining in fossil fuels is an
important, ongoing effort.

Oregon is my neighbor. | support
anything that can save my 5 year old
sons life.

No more fossil fuel projects in
Oregon period. Support HB 4105
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This legislation is overdue, and sets a
floor, not a ceiling, for regulating
fossil fuel-related activities in
Oregon. It's a very useful first step,
and should be passed without delay.
Thanks you, Phil Harris

It is almost too late, but we still have
time to save human life on earth if
we act now. Please, NO OIL TRAINS!

Sounds like a common sense bill to
me

| am very concerned by the political
strength of the rail industry vs the
people of Oregon and Washington
when considering aligning
protections along our rail lines.
Please upgrade standards of safety,
as well as update the vision of our
future energy choices, to reflect a
transition cogent to the current
climate crisis. | support bold action
to halt future oil and gas projects and
hope that my voice be added to the
many who also care about our energy
future.

I live not far from where the train
runs through St. Johns. A
catastrophic fire such as what
happened in Mosier is a concern for
me. Please do all that you can to
address the climate crisis, including
supporting this measure to rein in
new fossil fuel development.
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Residents of the State of Oregon live
and remain here for the state's
beauty, and environmental
surroundings. This bill would mean
that the state continues to have
undisturbed rivers, deserts, air,
ground waters, wildlife habitats,
marshes, and on and on. Residents
here will never approve of fracking
and off shore drilling. We have seen
what these operations by foreign
corporations have done to our waters
and lands elsewhere.

It,Ads about time.

It is truly insane to keep producing-
transporting-consuming fossil fuels!
We know we MUST stop using
them...why don't we do that?

Please support this bill

LET'S START USING COMMON

SENSE REGARDING WHAT WE ARE
DOING ABOUT RAIL TRAVEL WITH
OIL. LET"S STOP RIGGING OIL DRILLS
AND SWITCH TO ALTERNATIVE
ENERGY WHERE JOBS WILL BE
PLENTIFUL.

Do not endanger our water ways and
wild lands

Do your damn job protection the
American people or RESIGN !!!

QOil by Rail....will fail.
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It's past time to start some serious
course corrections away from end
stage climate disruption. We see the
effects every season, & they tend to
manifest even worse than the careful
scientists predict they will. Any step
we can take should be considered, &
the public interest should be
protected whenever it can be. It
seems to me that the only losers
from this bill would be giant fossil
fuel corporations who benefit from
public rights of way. They are going
to have to start moving away from
producing this stuff & selling it
abroad. Lets get on with it. Oregon
used to be an environmental leader
among the states, & now that is
more important than it has ever
been.

The Federal Government has proven
ineffectual, incompetent, and
unresponsive to our elected
representatives or Oregonians. Time
to take control and pass legislation
that challenges their incompetence
and arrogance!

At the very least Oregon needs to
match Washington, but better yet is
to raise the bar and create even
more rigid restrictions in order to
keep citizens safe.

We do not need coal, we need safe
energy like the sun

Oil and gas does not belong near our
waterways. The Jordan Cove and
Pacific Connector Pipeline does not
benefit Oregon, will destroy Oregon's
natural beauty.
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