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PRIMARY GOAL OF THE WORKER PROTECTION STANDARD (WPS) 

Complete WPS Rule (40 CFR 170): https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=9c977dceaf9c753cb49aa3cd453ae7a6&mc=true&node=pt40.24.170&rgn=div5 4

“Prevent unreasonable adverse effects from exposure to pesticides 
among agricultural workers and pesticide handlers, vulnerable groups 
and other persons who may be on or near agricultural establishments, 
and to mitigate exposures that do occur.” 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=9c977dceaf9c753cb49aa3cd453ae7a6&mc=true&node=pt40.24.170&rgn=div5


HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

History of the WPS regulations: https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2014/03/19/2014-04761/pesticides-agricultural-worker-protection-standard-revisions#h-31 5

• 1974 – First version of WPS

• 1983 – Review of shortcomings

• 1992 – Updated rule finalized

• 2014 – New revisions proposed

• 2015 – Final Rule published

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2014/03/19/2014-04761/pesticides-agricultural-worker-protection-standard-revisions


2015 REVISIONS TO WPS

Final WPS Revisions (40 CFR 170): https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2015-11-02/pdf/2015-25970.pdf 6

Strengthen elements of the existing regulation, 
such as: 
• training
• notification
• pesticide safety and hazard communication 

information
• use of personal protective equipment
• the provision of supplies for routine washing 

and emergency decontamination

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2015-11-02/pdf/2015-25970.pdf


IN WHAT SITUATIONS DOES THE WPS APPLY?
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IN AGRICULTURAL ESTABLISHMENTS WHERE AG 
PESTICIDES ARE USED IN THE PRODUCTION OF 
PLANTS
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THE WPS APPLIES…

On:
• Farms
• Production forestry
• Sod farms
• Orchards
• Christmas trees
• Cannabis production
• Nurseries/greenhouses

Using PESTICIDES, including:
• Herbicides 
• Fungicides 
• Insecticides 
• Organic pesticides
• Restricted-use pesticides
• General-use pesticides
• etc.



THE WPS APPLIES TO WORKERS AND HANDLERS



WHO IS A ‘WORKER’?

u Any person, including a self-employed person, who is employed 
and performs activities directly relating to the production of 
agricultural plants on an agricultural establishment.

u The WPS requirements apply to a worker if they work in areas 
that were treated with a WPS-labeled pesticide within the last 30 
days, or where a restricted-entry interval was in effect in the last 
30 days



Examples of “directly related” activities 
include:

• Harvesting
• Thinning
• Hand-weeding
• Pest-scouting
• Pruning
• Planting
• Preparing sites/media for planting
• Carrying nursery stock
• Watering



Examples of activities “not directly” related:

• Delivering materials to the establishment
• Buying pesticides or application equipment
• Carrying or moving pesticide containers that have never been 

opened
• Post-harvest handling of ag products outside the treated area(s)
• Caring for livestock
• Using herbicides in non-agricultural areas like roadsides and 

parking lots
• Beekeeping activities



WHO IS A ‘HANDLER’?

• Mixing, loading, helping to apply, or applying pesticides

• Disposing of pesticides

• Handling open containers of pesticides 

• Acting as a flagger

• Cleaning, adjusting, handling, or repairing equipment that may 
have pesticide residues



PRINCIPLES OF THE WORKER PROTECTION STANDARD
Inform
• about pesticide safety

Protect
• from potential pesticide 

exposure

Mitigate
• pesticide exposures when 

they do occur



Revised Annual pesticide safety training

Updated trainer requirements and training 
materials

Additional posted pesticide safety information

Access to pesticide application records for 
employees and medical personnel 

Pesticide application notification requirements



APPLICATION POSTING REQUIREMENTS

Application Records and Safety Data Sheets

30 Days after the REI expires….



PESTICIDE SAFETY TRAINING

Annual Training

Emphasis on 
hazards to 
pregnant 

women and 
small children

Worker training 
23 points

Handler 
training 36 

points

No Grace 
Period



Minimum Age of 18 for pesticide handler or early-entry workers

Application Exclusion Zone (AEZ)
•Employer must keep workers out of AEZ
•Handler must not apply when non-handlers are within AEZ

Instruction for early-entry workers

Strengthened respiratory protection rules



OREGON EXPANDED UPON AEZ RULE

https://osha.oregon.gov/news/notices/Documents/wps-aez/WPS-Comparison-Chart-070218-R3.pdf

https://osha.oregon.gov/news/notices/Documents/wps-aez/WPS-Comparison-Chart-070218-R3.pdf


Decontamination 
supplies

Emergency 
Assistance

Information for 
medical 

personnel



MAJOR WPS PROVISIONS & DUTIES FOR ALL EMPLOYERS

• Anti-retaliation
• Minimum Age Requirements
• Pesticide Safety, Application & 

Hazard Information
• Information on display
• Application record availability

• Pesticide Safety Training
• Decontamination Supplies
• Employer Information Exchange
• Emergency Assistance



FOR MORE RESOURCES, VISIT PERC

www.pesticideresources.org



Oregon Certification & 
Licensing Requirements
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CERTIFICATION VS. LICENSING

• Certification – demonstrating 
knowledge and skills to apply 
pesticides legally and without 
causing harm or damage to 
themselves, others, or the 
environment. 

• Licensing - permits you to perform 
certain pesticide-related tasks that 
would otherwise be prohibited by law.



CORE COMPETENCIES

(1) Label and labeling comprehension.
(2) Safety. Measures to avoid or minimize adverse health effects.
(3) Environment. The potential environmental consequences of the use 
and misuse of pesticides; effects of weather, soil, and terrain. 
(4) Pests. The proper identification and effective control of pests 
(5) Characteristics of pesticides – Types, Persistence, Residue Hazards.
(6) Equipment. Types, Limitations, Maintenance, and Calibration.
(7) Application methods. Selecting appropriate application methods.
(8) Laws and regulations. Knowledge of all applicable State, Tribal, and 
Federal laws and regulations, including understanding the Worker 
Protection Standard and the circumstances where compliance is required.
(9) Stewardship – Security and Communication.

Additional Information:  http://oda.direct/ExamsStudyMaterials



EXAMPLES: WHEN PESTICIDE LICENSING IS REQUIRED

Private Applicator License
Buy, apply, or supervise the use of 
Restricted Use Pesticides (RUPs) on 
your own/employer’s agricultural 
land (e.g. farmland, ranches, 
forestland, nurseries, and orchards). 

Commercial Applicator License
Apply RUPs, or supervise the 
application of any pesticide to 
someone else’s property (with 
certain exceptions).

Public Applicator License
Apply or supervise the application of 
any pesticide as a public employee 
using power-driven application 
equipment, or restricted use 
pesticides.

Aerial Applicator License
Apply any pesticide by aircraft (e.g.
fixed-wing, helicopter, unmanned 
aircraft systems).

Additional Information:  http://oda.direct/PesticideLicensing



LICENSING CATEGORIES

• Required for Commercial/Public 

Applicators.

• Note: Each category has additional 

competency standards.

Examples

• Agriculture: Insecticide/Fungicide

• Ornamental & Turf: Insecticide/Fungicide

• Industrial, Institutional, Health & Structural



SUPERVISION REQUIREMENTS

Private Applicator                       Commercial/Public Applicators
Supervise
• Unlicensed Individual

Conditions

• Application to agricultural land owned or 
leased by the Private Applicator or the 
employer of the Private Applicator.

• Must undergo specific training 
(requirement of Worker Protection 
Standard).

Supervise
1. Licensed Pesticide Apprentice
2. Licensed Immediately Supervised 

Trainee

Conditions
• Limited to license categories of 

supervisor.1 & 2

• Supervisor must be on-site and within 5 
minutes of application.2

• Supervisor must be reasonably available 
(e.g. mobile phone, 2-way radio).1



Who’s Affected?
• Anyone using Restricted Use 

Pesticides (RUPs).

Timeline
• Submit plan to EPA: March 4, 2020 

• EPA response:  March 4, 2022

• Rule/Statute Change: ?

FEDERAL CERTIFICATION & TRAINING RULE



Age Requirements
• All applicators must be at least 18 years old.

• Exception for family members working under the supervision of 
licensed private applicators who are family members must be at 
least 16 years old (fumigant & aerial work excluded).

Expansion of Applicator Definition
• Preapplication activities, including mixing/loading

• Applying/Supervising Use

• Other activities, such as transporting/storing open containers, 
cleaning application equipment, disposal.

FEDERAL CERTIFICATION & TRAINING RULE



New Competency Standards - Examples

Private applicator
• Understanding specific pesticide toxicity and residue potential when pesticides are 

applied to animal or animal product agricultural commodities. 

• Relative hazards associated with using pesticides on animals or places in which 
animals are confined based on formulation, application technique, age of animal, 
stress, and extent of treatment.

Commercial/Public
• Agriculture: Insecticide/Fungicide Category – Potential for drift, for persistence 

beyond the intended period of pest control, and for non-target exposures

• Industrial, Institutional, & Structural Category – Methods of application that minimize 
acute and chronic exposure of people and pets, and minimize environmental impacts 
of outdoor applications.

FEDERAL CERTIFICATION & TRAINING RULE



Non-certified Applicators (Apprentices, Trainee’s, etc)
• Annual training on pesticide safety and safe operation of 

equipment. 
• Supervisor must provide site/product specific instructions prior 

to each application.
• “immediate communication” with their supervisor
• A copy of the pesticide label accessible at all times
• Label-required personal protective equipment (PPE) must be 

provided.
• Supervisors must ensure equipment is in safe operating 

condition daily.

FEDERAL CERTIFICATION & TRAINING RULE



RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS



EMPLOYERS AND APPLICATORS HAVE DIFFERENT 
RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS

• C&T Requirements
• Training Records
• Dealer Records
• RUP Application Records

• USDA Private Applicator 
Recordkeeping
• RUP Application Records

• Current Oregon Department of 
Agriculture Requirements
• Dealer Records
• Application Records

• WPS Requirements
• Training Records
• Application Records
• PPE Records





ODA Consultant, Commercial, and 

Public Pesticide Applicator

Updated C&T Rule 

Minimum Requirements
USDA Private Applicator WPS

Records required for all pesticide applications. RUP requirements for state certification plans.
Private applicators must keep records of all 

RUP applications

The agricultural employer must display and maintain records of the  pesticide application 

and hazard information outlined below for each pesticide product applied:

Required Information Required Information Required Information Required Information Additional Requirements
A copy of the safety data sheet. This information must be displayed on the 

agricultural establishment's central posting 
location(s)  until at least 30 days after the 
expiration of the restricted-entry interval.

This information must be displayed for each 

pesticide product applied no later than 24 
hours after the end of the application of the 
pesticide.

Workers and handlers must be allowed access 

to the information at all times during normal 
work hours.

This information must remain legible at all 
times when the information is required to be 

displayed.

This information must be displayed 

continuously from the beginning of the display 
period until at least 30 days after the end of 

the last applicable restricted-entry interval.

Restricted Entry Interval (REI)
The duration of the applicable labeling-

specified restricted-entry interval for that 
application.

The date and approximate beginning and ending times of application. 
The time and date of the restricted use 

pesticide application.
Date (MM/DD/YYYY)

The date(s) and times the application 

started and ended.
The EPA registration number of each pesticide product applied or the 

manufacturer, product name and formulation type of each product 
applied.

The brand or product name AND the EPA 

registration number of the restricted use 
pesticide applied

Brand/product name, EPA registration 

number

The name, EPA registration number, and 

active ingredient(s) of the pesticide 
product.

Description of the specific property, sites, locations, or crops to which 

the pesticide was applied.

The crop, commodity, stored product, or site 

to which the restricted use pesticide was 
applied.

Crop, commodity, or site, and size of area 

treated

The crop or site treated and the location 

and description of the treated area.

The full name, address and phone number of the business, firm or 

individual who owns or controls the crop or property sprayed. 

The name and address of the person for whom 

the restricted use pesticide was applied.

The location of the land or property where application was made and 

the size of the are treated.

The location of the restricted use pesticide 

application.
Field ID/ location of treated area

The full name of the individual or business that supplied the pesticide 

product(s) applied. 
The size of the area treated. 

The amount or concentration of product used
The total amount of the restricted use 

pesticide applied per location per application.
Total amount of pesticide applied

The summary information of equipment, device or apparatus used 

and, if applied by aircraft, the F.A.A. number.

Full name and license number of applicator(s), apprentice(s), and/or 

trainee(s) who made application.

The name and certification number of the 

certified applicator that made or supervised 
the application, and, if applicable, the name of 
any noncertified applicator(s) that made the 

application under the direct supervision of the 
certified applicator.

Certified applicator full name and 

applicator certification number

Records of this information must be maintained for at least 3 years 

from date of application
At least 2 years from date of RUP use

Records must be completed within 14 

days of the application. Legible records 

must be kept for 2 years.

Records of this information must be maintained for at least 2 years after the date of 

expiration of the restricted-entry interval.

PESTICIDE APPLICATION RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS



PESTICIDE DEALER RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS
Current ODA Requirements Updated C&T Rule Minimum Requirements

Pesticide Dealers shall prepare and maintain records of sales of restricted-use and highly toxic 
pesticides for a period of three years.

Pesticide retail dealers must record and maintain at each individual dealership records of each transaction where a 
restricted use pesticide is distributed or sold to any person, excluding transactions solely between persons who are 
pesticide producers, registrants, wholesalers, or retail sellers, acting only in those capacities. Records of each such 

transaction must include all of the following information:
Required Record Information Explanation Required Record Information Explanation

Purchaser Information Purchaser Information

Name of Purchaser The FULL name of the certified applicator to 
whom the restricted-use-pesticide is being sold. Name of Purchaser The name of each certified applicator to whom the 

restricted use pesticide was distributed or sold.

Address of Purchaser Residential or mailing address. Address of Purchaser
Address of the residence or principal place of business of 
each certified applicator to whom the restricted use 
pesticide was distributed or sold.

Current Valid License 

Certified pesticide applicator’s license number. 
Expiration date of license is recommended to 
ensure validity. Identify state if other than 
Oregon.

License Number 

The certification number on the certification document 
presented to the seller evidencing the valid certification of 
the certified applicator authorized to purchase the 
restricted use pesticide, the State, Tribe or Federal agency 
that issued the certification document, the expiration date 
of the certified applicator's certification, and the 
category(ies) in which the applicator is certified relevant to 
the pesticide(s) sold.

Date of Sale Month/Day/Year The date of the transaction.

Trade Name of Pesticide(s) EPA registration number or specific product 
name, formulation and manufacturer’s name. 

The product name and EPA registration number of the restricted use pesticide(s) distributed or sold in the transaction, 
including any applicable emergency exemption or State special local need registration number.

Quantity of Product Sold Gallons, pounds, containers, etc. The quantity of the restricted use pesticide(s) distributed or sold in the transaction.

At least 3 years from date of transaction At least 2 years from date of transaction



PESTICIDE TRAINING RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS
WPS C&T

Workers Handlers Noncertified Applicators of RUPs

Training Must Take Place:

Before any worker performs any 
task in a treated area on an 

agricultural establishment where  
a pesticide product has been used 

or a restricted-entry interval for 
such pesticide has been in effect, 
within the last 30 days the  each 

worker must be trained.

Before any noncertified handler 
performs any handler activity 

involving a pesticide product, the 
handler must be trained.

Before any noncertified applicator uses a restricted use pesticide under the direct supervision of the certified 
applicator, the supervising certified applicator mus ensure that the noncertified applicator has met at least one of 

the following qualifications:

1) Trained in accordance 
with the new C&T 
requirements within the last 
12 months

2) Has met the training 
requirements of the WPS 
Handler Training within the 
last 12 months

3) Has met the requirements 
established by a certifying 
authority that meet or 
exceed the standards in the 
new C&T rule

4) Is currently a certified 
applicator in a different 
category than the work 
being carried out, or in a 
different jurisdiction than 
where it is being carried out

If trained as an agricultural 
Handler, the record must 
contain all of the 
information required by the 
WPS

If trained under this 
provision, the record must 
contain all of the 
information required by the 
certifying authority.

Recordkeeping Requirements
Printed Name and Signature Printed name and signature Printed Name and Signature Name

Date of Training Date of Training Date of Training Certification Number
EPA-Approved Worker or Handler 

Training Material ID
EPA-Approved Handler Training 

Material ID Name of the Trainer EPA-Approved Material ID Certification Expiration Date

Trainer's Name & Documentation Showing Qualification Title or Description of the 
Training Provided

Trainers Name & 
Documentation Showing 
Qualification

Certifying authority

The Agricultural Employer's Name The Agricultural Employer's 
Name

Keeper of the records Agricultural Employer Commercial Pesticide Applicator's principal place of business

Required Record Retention Period 2 years from date of training 2 years from the date of RUP use

Other Requirements Agricultural Employer Must Provide Record of Training to the Worker 
Upon Request



PPE RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS

WPS
Personal protective equipment.
Whenever a respirator is required by the pesticide product labeling, the handler 
employer must ensure that the requirements outlined below  are met before the 
handler performs any handler activity where the respirator is required to be worn. 
(i) Handler employers must provide handlers with fit testing using the respirator 
specified on the pesticide product labeling.
(ii) Handler employers must provide handlers with training in the use of the 
respirator specified on the pesticide product labeling.
(iii) Handler employers must provide handlers with a medical evaluation by a 
physician or other licensed health care professional to ensure the handler's physical 
ability to safely wear the respirator specified on the pesticide product labeling.
The handler employer must maintain for two years, on the establishment, records 
documenting the completion of the requirements outlined above.



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
• WPS Full Text

• https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-
idx?SID=9c977dceaf9c753cb49aa3cd453ae7a6&mc=true&node=pt40.24.170&rgn=div5

• WPS How To Comply Manual
• http://www.pesticideresources.org/wps/htc/htcmanual.pdf

• PERC Website
• http://pesticideresources.org/

• Oregon Department of Agriculture Recordkeeping Requirements
• https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/Pesticides/RegulatoryIssues/Pages/Recordkeeping.aspx

• USDA Private Applicator Recordkeeping Requirements
• https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Pesticide%20Record%20Book.pdf

• Oregon AEZ Requirements
• https://osha.oregon.gov/news/notices/Pages/aez-wps.aspx

• Licensing Information
• oda.direct/PesticideLicensing

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=9c977dceaf9c753cb49aa3cd453ae7a6&mc=true&node=pt40.24.170&rgn=div5
http://www.pesticideresources.org/wps/htc/htcmanual.pdf
http://pesticideresources.org/
https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/Pesticides/RegulatoryIssues/Pages/Recordkeeping.aspx
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Pesticide%20Record%20Book.pdf
https://osha.oregon.gov/news/notices/Pages/aez-wps.aspx


THANK YOU
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