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49% HAD A CAVITY

1 in 2
CHILDREN AGE 6 TO 9 YEARS OLD

HAVE ALREADY HAD A CAVITY
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PREVENTABLE

* Primary and 

permanent teeth

Publication expected 



2017 Oregon Smile Survey Data

Publication expected by summer 2019

* Primary and permanent teeth

** This number may be statistically unreliable due to low sample size and should be interpreted with caution
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School-based Oral Health Programs Work!

• Since 2011, when Mercy HKOP’s school-based oral 
health screening and sealant initiative started:

• 63% drop in dental-related Emergency Room visits 
among children under age 12.

• 10% reduction in overall urgent and immediate 
needs.

• Each of these prevented ER encounters likely 
represents days of school not missed.



BSS-2: Most severe screening score.  Likely in 
pain, care w/in 24-48 hrs.  ~1 in 20 children.
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Thank you.

CONTACT: Tom Holt, tom@theholtcompany.com


