80th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY--2019 Regular Session

Enrolled
House Bill 2500

Sponsored by Representative WILDE; Representatives BOLES, FINDLEY, GOMBERG, HELT,
HOLVEY, PILUSO, SANCHEZ, Senators MANNING JR, WAGNER (Presession filed.)

CHAPTER ..o,
AN ACT

Relating to expenses for veterinary care of abused animals.
Be It Enacted by the People of the State of Oregon:

SECTION 1. (1) As used in this section, “abuse” means an act or omission in violation
of ORS 167.310 to 167.351 that results in physical injury to a domestic animal.

(2) A person that provides or ensures the provision of veterinary care for an animal for
the purpose of addressing the effects of abuse has a private right of action against the per-
son inflicting the abuse. A court shall award a plaintiff prevailing in an action under this
section compensatory damages for all reasonable expenses incurred by the person in relation
to veterinary care for the abused animal, plus costs and reasonable attorney fees.

(3) Subsection (2) of this section does not affect the existence of a lien arising under ORS
87.159 or any petition or order for forfeiture under ORS 167.347.

(4) When determining whether to require a defendant in a criminal proceeding to pay
restitution for the cost of veterinary care provided to an injured animal, a court may not
consider the availability of an action under this section.

SECTION 2. Section 1 of this 2019 Act applies to veterinary care rendered on or after the
effective date of this 2019 Act.
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Passed by House March 21, 2019 Received by Governor:

Tina Kotek, Speaker of House

Kate Brown, Governor
Passed by Senate May 16, 2019

Filed in Office of Secretary of State:

Peter Courtney, President of Senate

Bev Clarno, Secretary of State
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