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SB 734 A STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY
Senate Committee On Health Care

Action Date: 03/27/19
Action: Do pass with amendments and requesting referral to Ways and Means. (Printed

A-Engrossed.)
Vote: 3-0-2-0
Yeas: 3 - Beyer, Linthicum, Monnes Anderson

Exc: 2 - Fagan, Knopp
Fiscal: Fiscal impact issued

Revenue: No revenue impact
Prepared By: Brian Nieubuurt, LPRO Analyst

Meeting Dates: 2/20, 3/27

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:
Requires individual and group health benefit plans to reimburse the cost for services provided by naturopathic
physicians if the services are reimbursed when provided by licensed physicians. Exempts group practice health
maintenance organizations and other insurers that employ health practitioners and do not compensate on a
fee-for-service basis from naturopathic reimbursement requirement. Prohibits insurer from reducing
reimbursement paid to licensed physician in order to comply with naturopathic physician reimbursement
requirement. Declares emergency, effective on passage.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:
 Naturopathic physician (ND) education and training
 Existing payment parity in the Oregon Health Plan
 Reimbursement rate comparison versus medical doctors (MDs) and doctors of osteopathy (DOs)
 ND percentage of primary care work force
 Nurse practitioner payment parity laws
 2013 Health Care Work Force recommendations
 Affordable Care Act (ACA) provider non-discrimination provisions

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT:
Replaces references to "individual or group health insurance policy" with "individual or group health benefit plan."
Adds statutory citations for "naturopathic physician" and "physician." Clarifies reimbursement parity
requirements for naturopathic physicians in independent practice.

BACKGROUND:
Naturopathic physicians (NDs) are primary care practitioners trained as specialists in natural medicine. Licensed
by the Board of Naturopathic Medicine (Board), NDs receive a Doctorate of Naturopathic Medicine degree from a
four-year graduate-level naturopathic medical college with admission requirements comparable to those of
conventional medical schools. In addition to the standard medical curriculum, naturopathic students must do
extensive coursework and clinical study in natural therapeutics. There are currently nearly 1,500 NDs licensed by
the Board.

Senate Bill 734-A requires health benefit plans to reimburse for services provided by naturopathic physicians
within their scope of practice if those services are reimbursed when provided by licensed physicians.


