From the desk of Representative Cheri Helt

June 20, 2019 21,@
To the Oregon State Legislature: W%

As Republican women, we believe that family comes before all else, and that
everyone - regardless of their circumstances — would benefit from being able to take
the time that they need to welcome a new child into the home or recover from their
own or a loved one's medical event or serious iliness. Currently, federal and state law
only provides Oregonians access to unpaid family and medical leave, leaving many
families behind. It is important that we support and protect families, and that is why
we urge you to support House Bill 2005, the paid family and medical leave insurance
bill.

House Bill 2005 would create a self-sustaining insurance program administered by the
state. When an employee has a qualifying reason for leave they would submit a claim
and receive at least partial wage replacement for their time away from work directly
from the state insurance fund, much like workers compensation and unemployment
insurance.

As Republicans, we care deeply for small businesses, and research in other states with
paid family and medical leave programs shows that paid leave programs have been
good for businesses, despite initial concerns to the contrary. Paid family and medicall
leave will help small businesses keep people employed and cut down on costs for
hiring and training new employees. In California, six years after the introduction of a
statewide paid family leave program, both workers and businesses reported positive
effects: in a study of 253 businesses, most employers reported that PFL had either a
“positive effect” or “no noticeable effect” on productivity (89 percent),
profitability/performance (91 percent), turnover (96 percent), and employee morale
(99 percent).

Oregon is home to many small businesses and large corporations, and to maintain our
competitive edge and continue to attract the best and brightest staff, our small
business owners must be able to provide comparable benefits to those that are being
offered in other states. While the United States is one of only 2 countries in the world
without a paid family and medical leave program, many states are leading the way
and implementing their own programs, and five states and the District of Columbia
now have paid family and medical leave. If Oregon does not take action, we will not
only be leaving millions of Oregonians behind, we will be putting our ability to attract
and retain the most qualified workforce at risk, and that puts Oregon families at risk.

As Republican women, we care about our famjli@s, small businesses, and Oregon'’s
ability to continue to be a great place to Iqua e @ you to put your
constituents above party politics and supp ', the paid family and
medical leave bill. S (v Q
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Sincerely,
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Betty Jane Sigurdson, Hillsboro
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Denise A. Davis, Haommond

Donna Ann Silva, Gold Hill

Doris Ruth Deskin, Roseburg
Dorothea E Collver, Keizer

Dorothy E Peterson, Grande Ronde
Dorothy Jean McLean, Corvallis
Elfrieda A Lawler, Klamath Falls
Elva Laurie Auestad, Astoria

Esther L Vickstrom, Portland
Frances | Saylor, Eugene

Hazel L Tendick, Eugene

Isabel Myrtle Comstock, Salem
Janell Renee Kennedy, Beaverton
Glenda Jean Collier, Idanha

Jane W Walker, Pleasant Hill

Janis Marie Allen, Troutdale
Jeannette Ann Deaver Ellis, Grande
Ronde

Karen Draper Hawkins, Oregon City
Kathleen M Alfon, Tigard

Kaye M Hardy, Medford

Kristie Lynell Martz, Portlond

Laura M Bridges, Aumsville

Leta Mae Cagle, Springfield

Linda K Beaver, Hines

Linda Marie Bevans, Keizer

Linda S Barlow, Klamath Falls

Lola Ranae Johnson, Salem
Lucille L Smith, Portland

Lynn E Bussman, Sixes
Marianne W Mendenhall, South
Beach

Martha Jo Lott, Aumsville
Mary B Capps, Bandon

Mary J Bade, Corvallis
Marylou L Coulter, Boring
Nancy A Sunderlin, Bend
Nancy J Belt, Yamhill

Nancy Kay Peterson, Stayton
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Sharon Lee Hunter, Beavercreek
Sharon Rene Jones, Eugene
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Trudy B Wold, Lake Oswego
Vicke Sue Fronk, Waldport
Vickie L Jacoby, Canby
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Virginia L Nokes, Harrisburg
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