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NEONICS HARM BEES

Neonics is short for neonicotinoids (pronounced nee-6-nick-3-tin-oid), a class of insecticides that attacks the

nervous systems of insects and small mammals.

Neonics are the world’s
most commonly used
insecticides.?

They are used in
agriculture, urban yards,
and for termite and flea
prevention in pets.?

There are safer,
economical alternatives.

The EU has already
banned the use of
neonics to protect their
pollinators.

Pesticide labels don’t
warn consumers that
neonics poison nectar
and pollen that feed
bees.

Neonics kill all insects,

not just unwanted pests.*

Neonics are a major
contributing factor to the
catastrophic loss of bees
and other animals.*

The rate of neonics
applied by home
gardeners is often higher
than on farms.*
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NEONICS KILL BEES

Bees and other pollinating insects are crucial to food
production in Oregon. Neonics are a major contributing
factor to the catastrophic loss of bees and other beneficial
insects. Studies conclude that very small doses of neonics
can kill bees and build up in soils to levels that can kill
beneficial ground-nesting insects (like bumblebees and
ladybugs) overtime.’

OUR FUTURE RELIES ON BEES

Amid rapid climate changes and other impacts of human
activities, we are witnessing continuous declines in bee
health across the planet. If this trend continues, nutrient-
rich crops such as fruits, nuts and many vegetables will be
replaced largely by self-pollinating and wind-pollinated
crops like rice, corn and wheat. The unpredictable changes
in global climate are likely to make such problems worse
in the future.? We must take action to protect bees now so
that we can protect future generations from food-
shortages and ecosystem collapse.
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CHLORPYRIFOS

Chlorpyrifos is linked to infeftility, diabetes, respiratory
diseases, developmental di%t tetdssy ohfee Gevenee Neron

Children are especially
susceptible to exposure,
resulting in brain damage

and developmental
disabilities.

Farmworkers and rural
communities are at
highest risk of exposure
from drift.

Communities are
exposed to drift from
nearby fields and golf
courses in their hames,
schools and outdoor
areas.

Chlorpyrifes is highly
toxic to birds, fish and
beneficial insects such
as bees.

There is no safe level of
chlorpyrifos in drinking
water. °

Chlorpyrifos are
particularly dangerous
for pregnant women
because of their toxicity

to the developing infant.

FARMWORKERS AND CHILDREN ARE AT RISK

Chlorpyrifos is very harmful to farmworkers and are linked
to developmental disabilities in children." These are highly
toxic nerve agent pesticides that can damage the
developing brains of babies and children, leading to lower
birth weight, reduced I1Q, loss of memory, and delayed
motor development.? It is also toxic to farmworkers —
regularly sickening them and sending them to the hospital.
Many farmworkers are afraid to report pesticide exposure
because they’re afraid of being fired or reprimanded.?

WILDLIFE AND WATER

The National Pesticide Information Center (NPIC) lists
chlorpyrifos as "highly toxic” to fish, aquatic invertebrates
and bees. It may build up in the tissues of fish and aquatic
insects, poisoning animals up the food chain. The half-life
of chlorpyrifos in soil is between 60 and 120 days, but can
span over 1 year depending on the soil type and weather
conditions.**
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