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May 3,2019

SenabrFrd ffi, Co4ha$r
Representative Paul Holvey, Co-Chair
JointWays and Means Suboornmittee on Capital Constructbn
Oregon State Capilol
Sne;ourtSUeet HR E
Salem, Oregon 97301

Co-Chairs, Girod and Holvey and Members of the Committee:

On behalf of fie Crty of La Grande, we are writing for frre record to urge state invesM in the rcsfioratiom of the Gnand
S:hircase at EMm Orqem UmFversity (EO[r) as reconmrreil!ffi [m ttne Govermor's btrdgd..

Attached is a letter the City submitted in March that outlines in more detail why this investment from the state
conrplenrents our sfoategb plan to sbengthen the entire conidor that connecb the university with our downtorn. This
includes $2 million of investsnent fionr the City of La Grande on tso projects ploritizeO because of their proximily b the
staircqse-

State investment of $3 million would represent a partnership with the City of La Grande on a cultural treasure that honors
and preserve the history of eastem Oregon while making important inftastructure improvernents that promote emnomic
growlfr and livabili$ in ourmrnmunity.

ln short, thh Saiircase [s mot]u$ a uraircrsES assd fut ome forfitrc emtfue reghn.

Please partner with us at the City and our other private partners to restore the staircase and preserve this part of Oregon
history.

Sinerely,

-df*L€ U,**-
Stephen E. Clements
Mayor, Crty of La Grande
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