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Dear Chair Nathanson and Chair Hass, and members of the Joint Committee on Tax
Expenditures

My name is Carina Quintanilla and I am the Education IDA specialist at Adelante Mujeres.
We are a non-profit organization that offers services to low-income Latina women and their
families in Washington County. | am asking you to take action to ensure that Individual
Development Accounts remain available to Oregonians who need them. Please include the
provisions of SB 790 in HB 2164.

Individual Development Accounts are a valuable tool to give Oregonians with low incomes
the boost they need to build a more secure financial future. IDAs have allowed our program
participants to pursue post-secondary education without the burden of finances. All of our
participants are first-generation Latinas and this program is incredibly empowering for them
and their families.

We need the Legislature to take action to keep the Oregon IDA Initiative working in our
communities, and we need to expand the reach of IDAs to more people. We serve over 75
low-income high school students each year and nearly all are interested in pursuing an IDA.
There are not nearly enough available and we are generally only able to enroll 3 students into
the program each year.

Attached you will also find a written testimony from a former participant of the program. She
shares her experience with the IDA.

Thank you for all of your hard work this session, and thank you for your attention to keeping
IDAs available.

Kind regards,
Carina Quintanilla

photo Carina Quintanilla (She/Her/Hers)
] Special Projects Coordinator, Chicas Program
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First and foremost, I would like to thank all of those here today listening about this issue.

My name is Petrona Dominguez. A first generation, DACA recipient, college student. I am a
current junior pursuing a bachelors in social work with minor in sociology and chicanx/latinx
studies.

As many of you know, the number one struggle many college students face is financial burden.
Especially those not privileged to receive financial aid from the government and or any
assistance that requires a nine digit number. For me, that was my reality when I first started.
Thankfully, with the help of Adelante Mujeres and CASA, I was able to erase that burden
temporarily. The IDA program assisted in helping me save up money so that when I started my
first year I could concentrate in adapting to the new changes and focus on my education. Along
with that, they helped me open my knowledge of the ‘Adult life’ through various workshops
presented. Such as opening a savings account and managing a credit/debit card. As well as how
interest fees work with loans and more importantly how to manage it as well. They also provided
insight to the housing department and how to create a good credit score. All of which are highly
important concepts that are not provided in high school.

Thanks to the IDA program I also learned about scholarships and grants. The knowledge I
received from them not only helped me achieve an associate's degree but also helped bring in
almost all 3 years of my community college paid for. A huge victory for myself and a huge
burden off my family's shoulder as being the first of four! However, as a DACA recipient, [ am
still very limited to resources so being able to have a program that taught me valuable lessons for
money management is truly a blessing. Therefore, I encourage you to support this cause because
it impacts a large community who are limited to resources like myself. It wipes of the stress for
hard working families and encourages students to continue furthering their education post high
school.

Lastly, to all those in the room, especially CASA members, your work and dedication is
appreciated. The IDA program is a cause worth fighting for because it aids the community.
Through the passing of knowledge and skills, future generations like myself are entering this
tough world with power to continue the work. So again, I deeply, with the bottom of my heart,
appreciate you.

In solidarity,

Petrona Dominguez






