
A Vanishing Landscape



 Scope of the restoration 
strategy: Oregon Dunes 
National Recreation Area + 
other USFS land (majority), 
BLM, Army Corps, State Parks, 
county & private properties

 Largest remaining expanse    
of coastal sand dunes in       
North America

 Lane, Douglas, Coos Counties
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1930’s CCC Planting 1948? Mechanical Planting

1970’s Private Planting

 Planting began in late 1800’s
 Attempt to protect infrastructure from 

moving sand
 Dunes not valued for recreation or landscape 

at that time
 1930’s-1950 large-scale government plantings
 Private plantings continue today





 Tall, Stable Foredunes
 Large Deflation 

Plains/Wetlands
 Hummocks
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 Our sand dunes could be lost in less 
than 100 years

 Loss of habitat for 400+ native plant & 
animal species

 Many rare and threatened species

 No more OHV playground!
 No more hiking trails!
 No more sand camping!
 No more sandboarding or biking!

 500,000+ annual visitors to ODNRA

 $250 million+ in visitor spending
 3,000+ tourism jobs 
 $5 million+ in taxes collected



2014 - Oregon Dunes Restoration 
Collaborative (ODRC) is born!

 Diverse stakeholder group – anyone 
that cares about the dunes is welcome!

 Formed after multiple user groups all 
noticed dramatic changes to the 
landscape and a loss of open sand

 Siuslaw National Forest convened 
meetings, but the ODRC is much 
more than the Forest Service

 Development of strategic goals & 
objectives 

Working Groups:

 Outreach & Education
 Volunteers
 Funding
 Monitoring

 CWMA (Cooperative 
Weed Management Area)



 “Preserve the Best” – maintain 
remaining open sand and natural 
plant habitats

 “Restore site-specific conditions and 
processes” – target areas of 
importance for recreational use, 
animal habitat, and dune formations

 “Restore landscape-scale natural 
processes” – restore areas that will 
allow for natural sand movement and 
promote the diverse natural ecosystem



Restoration Projects – Large & Small



Travel Oregon grant funded design of 
website; initial printing of brochures, 
rack cards, posters, etc…



 Restoring Oregon’s Dunes: The Bid to Save a National 
Treasure published
 Won “Publication of the Year” award from Public Lands Alliance

 25+ presentations to stakeholders & public outreach events
 16+ stories in local, regional, and state media outlets
 36+ local businesses displaying “Save the Oregon Dunes” 

brochures, posters
 Launch of website, e-newsletter, and social media 

platforms
 2,134+ volunteer hours contributed
 30+ “work parties” at 10 different locations.



Field trip with stakeholders & elected officials
Tentatively August 2019

ODRC quarterly meeting
October 18, 2019
Community Baptist Church, Florence



How can we best work with State Parks within the 
Oregon Dunes?

What support can the State provide as ODRC seeks 
funding for large-scale restoration?

What information does this committee or the 
legislature need from ODRC?



For more information:
www.saveoregondunes.org
info@saveoregondunes.org
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