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Water Resources Department – Agency Totals  

 2015-17 
Actual 

2017-19 
Legislatively 

Approved  

2019-21 
Current Service 

Level  

2019-21              
LFO 

Recommended 
General Fund 31,151,280 33,503,512 34,710,206 37,158,507 
Lottery Funds 2,511,474 3,953,969 8,493,320 8,493,320 
Other Funds 12,105,217 66,864,861 44,268,986 55,415,794 
Federal Funds 629,631 1,905,917 876,734 876,734 
Total Funds  46,397,602 106,228,259 88,349,246 101,944,355 
Positions  166 170 169 177 
FTE  163.43 167.59 164.51 171.79 

 
 
The LFO recommended all-funds budget of $101,944,355 for the Water Resources 
Department is a $4,238,904, or 4% decrease from the legislatively approved budget for the 
2017-19 biennium and a $13,595,109, or 15.4% increase from the current service level.  
$11.0 million, or 12.5% of the increase from CSL is due to carrying-forward expenditure 
limitation for bond proceeds that were anticipated to be expended in the 2017-19 
biennium, but were not. 
 
The budget continues support for place-based integrated water resources planning, makes 
permanent a position participating in shared payroll services that serves six agencies, and 
provides funding for a second basin groundwater study team.       
 
Maximum Supervisory Ratio section (include this for subject agencies): 
The agency reported a maximum supervisory ratio of 1:8 for the 2019-21 biennium. 
 
 



Adjustments to Current Service Level 
 
See attached “Work Session Presentation Report.” 
 
Note: Statewide adjustments and six-year capital construction expenditures are not 
included in these recommendations. Any needed adjustments will be made in end of 
session bills. 
 
 Accept LFO Recommendation: 
 

MOTION:  I move the LFO recommendation to HB 5043.  (VOTE) 
 
 OR 
 
 Change LFO Recommendation: 
 

MOTION:  I move the LFO recommendation to HB 5043, with modifications.  (VOTE) 
 
 
Performance Measures 
 
See attached “Legislatively Proposed 2019-21 Key Performance Measures.” 
 
 Accept LFO Recommendation: 
 

MOTION:  I move the LFO recommendation on Key Performance Measures.  (VOTE) 
 
 OR 
 
 Change LFO Recommendation: 
 

MOTION:  I move the LFO recommendation on Key Performance Measures, with 
modifications.  (VOTE) 

 
 
Budget Notes 
 
#1 Budget Note: Legal actions 
The department is directed to compile information regarding actions that the agency has 
taken that resulted in the agency being party to a contested case hearing or legal action 
since 2015.  This includes past, current, and pending items as of July 1, 2019.  For each 
case, the department must identify the legal question being addressed, the underlying 
statute(s) or administrative rule(s) that were, or are, the basis for the action that the 
agency undertook, and the fundamental basis or reasoning for the dispute against the 
agency’s actions.  If a statute or administrative rule is identified as being foundational to 
actions taken by the agency that are subject to multiple contested cases or other legal 
proceedings, the agency must provide a statement regarding the purpose for the statute or 
rule, what the agency is attempting to achieve by taking action on the statute or rule, and 
how future litigation regarding those actions might be avoided in the future.  The agency is 



directed to report this information to the Joint Committee on Ways and Means in a format 
approved by the Legislative Fiscal Office by January 1, 2020.     
 
 Accept LFO Recommendation: 
 

MOTION:  I move the LFO recommendation on Budget Notes.  (VOTE) 
 
 OR 
 
 Change LFO Recommendation (any changes must be approved by the co-chairs): 
 

MOTION:  I move the LFO recommendation on Budget Notes, with modifications.  
(VOTE) 

 
Recommended Changes 
 
LFO recommends a budget of $37,158,507 General Fund, $8,493,320 Lottery Funds, 
$55,415,794 Other Funds, $876,734 Federal Funds, and 177 positions (171.79 FTE), which is 
reflected in the -1 amendment. 
 

MOTION:  I move adoption of the -1 amendment to HB 5043.  (VOTE) 
 
 
Final Subcommittee Action 
 
LFO recommends that HB 5043, as amended by the -1 amendment, be moved to the Ways 
and Means Full Committee. 
 

MOTION:  I move HB 5043, as amended, to the Full Committee with a do pass 
recommendation.  (VOTE) 

 
 
Carriers 
 
Full Committee: ____________________________________ 
 
House Floor: ____________________________________ 
 
Senate Floor: ____________________________________ 
 



























Legislatively Proposed 2019 - 2021 Key Performance Measures
Published: 4/22/2019 3:27:57 PM

Agency: Water Resources Department

Mission Statement:
To serve the public by practicing and promoting responsible water management.

Legislatively Proposed KPMs Metrics Agency Request Last Reported Result Target 2020 Target 2021

1. FLOW RESTORATION - Percent of watersheds that need flow restoration
for fish that had a significant quantity of water put instream through WRD
administered programs.

Approved 26% 32% 32%

3. MONITOR COMPLIANCE - Percent of total regulatory actions that found
water right holders in compliance with water rights and regulations. Approved 98% 99% 99%

4. STREAM FLOW GAGING - Percent change from 2001 in the number of
WRD operated or assisted gauging stations. Approved 20% 22% 23%

5. ASSESSING GROUND WATER RESOURCES - Percent change from
2001 in the number of wells routinely monitored to assess ground water
resources.

Approved 10% 10% 10%

7. EQUIP CITIZENS WITH INFORMATION - Number of times water
management related data was accessed through the WRD's Internet site. Approved 3.70 4 4.30

8. NUMBER OF SIGNIFICANT DIVERSIONS WITH MEASUREMENT
DEVICES INSTALLED - To fully implement the Water Resources
Commission's 2000 Water Measurement Strategy

Approved 1,059 1,265 1,265

9. PROMOTE EFFICIENCY IN WATER MANAGEMENT AND
CONSERVATION PLAN REVIEWS - Percent of water management and
conservation plans that received a preliminary review within 90 days of plan
submittal.

Approved 100% 100% 100%

10. PROMOTE EFFICIENCY IN WATER RIGHT APPLICATION
PROCESSING - Percent of water right applications that receive an initial
review within 45 days of application filing.

Approved 14% 55% 55%

11. PROMOTE EFFICIENCY IN TRANSFER APPLICATION PROCESSING -
Percent of transfer final orders issued within 120 days of application filing. Approved 22% 40% 40%

13. INCREASE WATER USE REPORTING - the percent of water users with
an annual water-use reporting requirement that have submitted their reports to
the Department.

Approved 78% 85% 85%

14. CUSTOMER SERVICE - Percent of customers rating their satisfaction
with the agency’s customer service as “good” or “excellent” in overall
customer service, timeliness, accuracy, helpfulness, expertise, and
availability of information.

Timeliness Approved 64% 90% 90%

Expertise 80% 90% 90%
Helpfulness 81% 90% 90%
Accuracy 83% 90% 90%
Availability of Information 72% 90% 90%
Overall 76% 90% 90%

2. PROTECTION OF INSTREAM WATER RIGHTS - Ratio of regulatory
orders issued to protect senior water rights when the senior water right is an
instream right to all regulatory orders issued to protect senior water rights.

Proposed New No Data 50% 50%



2. PROTECTION OF INSTREAM WATER RIGHTS - Ratio of the streams
regulated to protect instream water rights to all streams regulated. Proposed Delete 0.82 0.85 0.85

6. EQUIP CITIZENS WITH INFORMATION - Percent of water management
related datasets collected by WRD that are available to the public on the
internet.

Proposed Delete 98% TBD TBD

12. PROMOTE EFFICIENCY IN FIELD STAFF REGULATORY ACTIVITIES -
Number of places where water is legally taken out of stream and used (points
of diversion) per FTE of field staff.

Proposed Delete 2,361 TBD TBD

Legislatively Proposed KPMs Metrics Agency Request Last Reported Result Target 2020 Target 2021

LFO Recommendation:

The Legislative Fiscal Office recommends approval of the key perfomance measures and targets as presented.

SubCommittee Action:
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