


Warrenton happens to also be one of the largest cities in Oregon by area, ranking 11
th 

according to 

recent statistics. Our police department is funded for 11 officers and 1 chief, but due to retirements and 

the statewide shortage of suitable police recruits to fill positions, Warrenton has 7 officers and a chief. 

Another one of our new and younger officers is being recruited by a larger agency outside the county as 

well. That may leave us with 6 officers to police the 11
th 

largest incorporated area in Oregon. We have 

one of North America's top 10 KOA resorts in our city limits, adding roughly 3,000 people to 

summertime population. We also have Fort Stevens State Park, one of the state's largest parks with an 

annual day use attendance of 1,103,072 people
1 

and numbers increasing every year. Once our police 

department is back to full strength, which will take over a year in the best case scenario, we will have at 

max 2 officers on in the daytime, and 1 in the evening. SB543 threatens our ability to continue that 

minimal coverage. 

Governor Brown noted that the state's record and roaring economy is headed for recession. Economists 

agree one is coming. When a recession hits, property values are expected to dip as well. Any further cuts 

to the abilities of Warrenton to fund public services will push us from dire straits to an emergency 

situation. Please vote no on this bill and oppose the -9 amendment. 

Henry A. Balensifer III 
Mayor 
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