
May 20, 2019 
 
RE: Testimony in support of voting “Yes” on SB 456 (aka--Reducing Barriers to Graduation Bill) 
 
I have worked in public schools for twenty-seven years as teacher and administrator. There are 
so many compelling reasons for legislators to vote “YES” on SB 456 that you are now being 
inundated with so I will not take up your time repeating these facts. 
 
I do, however, want to share a poignant thought by Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, JR that 
may help provide you with guidance when deciding on how to vote on this bill: 
 
“On some positions, cowardice asks the question, is it expedient? And then expedience comes 
along and asks the question, is it politic? Vanity asks the question, is it popular? Conscience asks 
the question, is it right? 
 
There comes a time when one must take the position that is neither safe nor politic nor popular, but 
he must do it because conscience tells him it is right.” — ​Martin Luther King, Jr.​, February 6, 1968 
 
It is the right time to vote “YES” on SB 456 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
 
Paul “Pat” Eck, Member 
Oregon Public Ed. Network, Oregon Retired Educators Association, Oregon State Grange, 
Oregon Education Association-Retired, and AGAHST 
11502 SE Washington ST. 
Portland, OR 97216 
503-262-4970 

https://www.facebook.com/MartinLutherKingJr/?__tn__=%2CdK%2AF-R&eid=ARD1phXFHyW_8v5y32EMT-EiCMxKehg0LgdB2LtcTm-4P0VuRHGA6UvfU3t4kdmg5Dd64_UYV4TMLSAx

