\\ FOTHERINGHAM

\\ LAWYERS MICHAEL J. VIAL
503.684.4111 X203

FAX: 503-598-7758
MIV@VF-LAW.COM
Admitted to practice in:
Oregon

Arizona

Washington

May 3, 2019

VIA EMAIL ONLY

Senator Shemia Fagan Senator Dallas Heard
Sen.ShemiaFagan@oregonlegislature.gov Sen.dallasheard@oregonlegislature.gov
Senator Jeff Golden Senator Tim Knopp

Sen.JeffGolden@oregonlegislature.cov Sen. TimKnopp@oregonlegislature.gov

Senator Laurie Monnes Anderson

Sen.LaurieMonnesAnderson(@otegonlegislature.gov

Re: Proposed Amendment to HB 2916 — Transitional Housing Accommodations
Dear Chair Fagan, Vice-Chair Heard and Committee Members:

I am writing on behalf of myself and the one hundred and seventy concerned residents of the St.
Johns neighborhood of Portland listed below, some of whom have direct experience working with
homeless individuals. At the public hearing on April 29", it appeared that there may have been some
confusion regarding the effect of HB 2916 on the planned homeless camp in the St. Johns
neighborhood of Portland. Advocates for the bill suggested that Portland’s declared housing state of
emergency authorized setting up camps under some authority other than ORS 446.265. That statute,
at (5) limits the number of campgrounds for transitional housing accommodations to 2 parcels per
municipality. Subsection (4) of the statute imposes certain building code requirements on the
structures in the camp. These two provisions are substantive civil law and pre-empt any conflicting
provision of the Portland City Charter or municipal ordinance. HB 2916 removes both of these
limitations.

- The City of Portland cannot authorize the St. Johns homeless camp under current law.
There are already at least two City-authorized transitional housing accommodations within
the Portland city limits, the Right to Dream Too camp and the Kenton Woman’s Village.
There are also a number of unofficially sanctioned camps such as Hazelnut Grove, in the
Overlook neighborhood, which the City intends to move to the St Johns site. The City has
previously been successfully sued regarding the applicability of ORS 446.265, notwithstanding
the City’s declared housing state of emergency. See Building Owners and Managers Association of
Oregon, et al. v. Portland Mayor Charles Andrew Hales, et al.
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The City of Portland cannot be trusted to properly manage a camp next door to a
school and 2 pre-schools. The City has consistently failed to prevent unauthorized and
dangerous homeless camping in both sanctioned and unsanctioned camps. The City allowed
homeless people to set up a camp, called “Forgotten Realms” in 2016 on City owned
property in North Portland, not far from St Johns, in a mixed residential/commercial
neighborhood. The camp was supposed to be managed by 3 non-profit groups. After 2
years of persistent complaints of criminal activities and quality of life issues from neighbors,
one of the camp residents accidentally started a large fire which burned much of the camp
and a neighboring home and business. The business owner’s lawsuit against the City for
failing to enforce the bmldlng code and address criminal activities is pending:

rer-jolted-awake-by-burning-homeless-

camp-sues-city-for-541k.html

The City of Portland cannot be trusted to properly manage a camp next door to a
school and 2 pre-schools, cont. Prior to 2016, the Forgotten Realms camp was located in
the Overlook neighborhood of North Portland (also near St. Johns), on City property,
adjacent to the unofficially sanctioned, but City-supported Hazelnut Grove camp. Forgotten
Realms was populated by people who had been expelled from Hazelnut Grove for drug use,
violence and other issues. The City allowed this second camp to exist for years before it was
wiped out by a fire of unknown origins that also damaged a nelghbormg home:

damages(arncle ef3cead2-945b-5bea-acbe-£64e94£f77b7 . html

The City of Portland has consistently refused to address the impacts of homelessness
on residents in St. Johns. In 2016, the Portland People’s Outreach Project (PPOP) set up
shop in St Johns. This group’s volunteers, most of whom are self-professed addicts, hand
out needles, tourniquets, heroin cooking supplies, and meth pipes to homeless people via
bicycle delivery service. https://news.streetroots.org/2016/01/14/meth-pipe-project-comes-
portland The group explicitly does not require any needle clean up or return of used
products http://www.portlandpeoplesoutreach.org/#/ This policy has caused a large influx
of people who are addicted to meth, heroin, or both, and our neighborhood (and school
playground) to become littered with discarded needles and meth pipes. Needle distribution is
permitted under Oregon law. See ORS 475.525(3). However, the distribution of other drug
paraphernalia is a criminal offense. See ORS 475.525(1). The City has received a number of
complaints about PPOP’s activities in our neighborhood, but has refused to take any action.

The City of Portland has consistently refused to address the impacts of homelessness
on residents in St. Johns, cont. Our neighborhood was well patrolled by the Portland
Police until the City decided to close our neighborhood police precinct in 2009. Many of our
neighborhood residents have reported property crimes, violence, intimidation, and open drug
use by some of the homeless people in St Johns. Response time has been slow, if it occurs at
all. Police officers have repeatedly claimed that there’s not much that they can do. The
police are under a great deal of pressure from the Mayor and activists to reduce the number
of arrests of homeless people. In 2018, homeless people accounted for 52% of all arrests in
Portland, while making up 3% of the population.
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2018/07 /portland mayor ted wheeler.html
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We, the concerned neighbors of St Johns, do not mean to imply that all homeless people are
criminals or addicts. We recognize that many are decent people who need assistance to re-gain
permanent housing, and that transitional housing accommodations might be part of the solution.
However, it is equally clear that many homeless people suffer from serious mental health or addiction
issues, and these people often congregate near City-sanctioned camps. In light of our experiences
and the City of Portland’s abysmal track record, we feel that it is reasonable to separate City-
sanctioned camps from schools and senior care facilities. Such precautions are taken with a number
of other land uses, including cannabis dispensaries which are not permitted within 1000 feet of
schools, despite posing no obvious risks. See OAR 333-008-1000 through 333-008-1248 and OAR
333-008-2000 through OAR 333-008-3010. Again, we strongly encourage you to amend HB 2916 in
order to protect the safety of vulnerable students and seniors.

MJV/

cc: Senator Lew Frederick

Sen.LewFrederick@oregonlegislature.cov

Co-Signed:

Patrick Jurney
6827 N Central
Portland, OR 97203

Nathaniel Holt
7335 N Ivanhoe
Portland, OR 97203

Catherine Palmer
8417 N Smith St.
Portland, OR 97203

Robin Banks
9011 N Westanna Ct.
Portland, OR 97203

Amanda Faulkenburg

8320 N Princeton St Apt 3

Portland, OR 97203

Peter Brown
7925 N Central St
Portland, OR 97203

Kelly Thorstad
9440 N Oswego Ave.
Portland, OR 97203

Ryan Newman
7115 N Tyler Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Pegoy Lingen
9125 N Ivanhoe St
Portland, OR 97203

Darren Cools
8324 N Central St.
Portland, OR 97203

Aleksandra Rozga
10026 N Oswego Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Cora Diane Baker
7112 N Central St
Portland, OR 97203

Sincerely,

VIAL FOTHERINGHAM LLP

—

Michael J. Vial

Glenn Pearson
7466 N Burr Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Tamara Gilbreth
7205 N Newell Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Brittany Stolle
7834 N. Central St.
Portland, OR 97203

Anna Cools
8324 N Central St.
Portland, OR 97203

David Berg
8065 N Ivanhoe St. #3
Portland, OR 97203

Bryan Baird
9934 N Willamette Blvd
Portland, OR 97203

Melanie Holt
7335 N Ivanhoe,
Portland, OR 97203

Norah Newman
7115 N Tyler Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Kevin Stolle
7834 N. Central St.
Portland, OR 97203

Chris Valentine
5265 N Syracuse St
Portland, OR 97203

Anne Berg
8065 N Ivanhoe St. #3
Portland, OR 97203

Christopher Polkowski
8547 N Oswego Ave.
Portland, OR 97203
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Julie Polkowski

8547 N Oswego Ave.
Portland, OR 97203
Jessica Jones

7807 N Central St
Portland, OR 97203

Bei Bertaccini
8518 N Tyler Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Dave Roulo
7454 N Alma Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Phyllis Sherman Whitlock
7407 N Polk Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Glenn Mahon

8680 N Columbia Blvd
Apt 203

Portland, OR 97203

Anthony Reel
9001 NW Skyline Blvd.
Portland, OR 97231

Steve Caldera
8334 N Fessenden
Portland, OR 97203

Trevor Thurston
6827 N Hudson St
Portland, OR 97204

Colette Peck
9026 N St Louis Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Traci Lea
8113 N Willamette Blvd
Portland, OR 97203

Sharon Beatty
6810 N Westanna Ave.
Portland, OR 97203

Kelly Veenker
7910 N Edison
Portland, OR 97203

Melanie Wadsworth
9322 N Richmond Ave
Portland, OR 97203
Justin Graves

7807 N Central St
Portland, OR 97203

Cathy Huey
9103 N Edison St
Portland, OR 97203

Nick Allen
8031 N John Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Caroline Adair Freeman
7407 N Polk Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Roxanne Mahon

8680 N Columbia Blvd
Apt 203

Portland, OR 97203

Rick Parker
7221 N Syracuse St.
Portland, OR 97203

Leni Caldera
8334 N Fessenden
Portland, OR 97203

Brett West
9218 N Richmond Ave
Portland OR 97203

Samuel R. Dyer
8537 N Oswego
Portland, OR 97203

Stefanie Brown
8227 N Central St
Portland, OR 97203

Ann Hansen
6651 N Ambherst St
Portland, OR 97203

Marisa Jacobs
9221 N Edison St
Portland, OR 97203

John Rater

8031 N John Ave
Portland, OR 97203
Jamee Kristen

9635 N Kalmar St
Portland, OR 97203

Aaron Gardner
9103 N Edison St
Portland, OR 97203

Paulla Myers
7305 N Jersey St
Portland, OR 97203

Brian Alan Freeman
7407 N Polk Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Sharon M Grigsby
9110 N Richmond Ave.
Portland, OR 97203

Denise Parker
7221 N Syracuse St.
Portland, OR 97203

Noelle Guest
8126 N Hudson Street
Portland, OR 97203

Kim Spir
6129 N Lovely Street
Portland, OR 97203

Jena V. Dyer
8537 N Oswego
Portland, OR 97203

Denise Causey
8227 N Central St
Portland, OR 97203

Victor Gennaro
8730 N Hartman St
Portland OR 97203

Tom Peter
9221 N Edison St
Portland, OR 97203

Mary Englund

7014 N Wellesley Ave
Portland, OR 97203
Tony Bertaccini

8518 N Tyler Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Shaina Bondi
8132 N Central St.
Portland, OR 97203

Richard Colvin
8316 N Lombard St, 421
Portland, OR 97203

Carolyn Gutsick
7454 N Alma Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Stefanie Reel
9001 NW Skyline Blvd.
Portland, OR 97231

Erin Wright
9218 N Richmond Ave
Portland, OR 97203

David Lukowski
7535 N Oswego Ave
Portland OR 97203

Nancy Bangham

7112 N Richmond Ave,
Unit 1

Portland, OR 97203

Lonnie Bates
8113 N Willamette Blvd
Portland, OR 97203

Frank Marzetta
8117 N Edison
Portland, OR 97203

Josephine MacMillan
9434 N Alma Ave.
Portland, OR 97203

Amy Jamros
7428 N Chatrleston Ave
Portland, OR 97203
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Jodi Heintz
9244 N Allegheny Ave.
Portland, OR 97203

John Lindow
8354 N Swenson St
Portland, OR 97203

Becky Freeman
rebeccajfreeman(@
gmail.com

Christine Alexander
9122 N Kellogg St
Portland, OR 97203

Kristin Sherrill Bongiorno

10104 N Buchanan Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Kevin Noone
8525 N Oswego Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Amy Crews
7524 N Central St
Portland, OR 97203

Erika Nelson
9514 N Willamette Blvd
Portland, OR 97203

Lidet Viravong

8321 N Willamette Blvd
#3

Portland, OR 97203

W Harrold
6941 N. Roberts Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Judy Smith

#114 6921 N Roberts Ave.

Portland, OR 97203

Jeannine Walker
6920 N Charleston Ave
Portland, OR 97203

John Ost
7410 N. Willamette Blvd.
Portland, OR 97203

Jeftrey DeRonde
8116 N Syracuse St.
Portland, OR 97203

Kathleen Lindow
8354 N Swenson St
Portland, OR 97203

Mark Freeman
freemanmr@gmail.com

Allyson Young
8307 N Central St.
Portland, OR 97203

Mark Bongiorno
10104 N Buchanan Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Claire Noone
8525 N Oswego Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Anthony Pires
8007 N Oswego Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Brooke Alley
9825 N Macrum Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Lyndia Moyer 9405 NW
Kaiser Rd. Portland, OR
97203

Dawn Markle
6941 N. Roberts Ave.
Portland, OR 97203

George Dikeman
#217 6921 N Roberts
Portland, OR 97203

Elizabeth Finders
9033 N McKenna Ave,
Portland, OR 97203

Carla Wootton
7136 N Tyler
Portland, OR 97203

Rachael Power
8116 N Syracuse St.
Portland, OR 97203

Zach Bondi
8132 N Central St.
Portland, OR 97203

Chantel Greene
8510 N Richmond Av
Portland, OR 97203

Andrea Christine Rose
7421 N Willamette Blvd
Portland, OR 97203

Doug Schmitt
9224 N Richmond Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Molly Pedersen
8550 N Richmond Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Wendy Pires
8007 N Oswego Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Michael Bedney ]r.
8510 N Richmond Av
Portland, OR 97203

Betty Smith 6937 N.
Roberts Ave Portland,
OR 97203

Webb Smith
6914 N. Roberts Ave.
Portland, OR 97203

Barbara Len
9213 N. Oswego Ave.
Portland, OR 97203

Rebecca Luzader
7308 N Tyler Ave,
Portland, OR 97203

Angela Diaz De Leon
7230 N Macrum Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Jeannie Johnson
7573 N Leavitt Ave.
Portland, OR 97203

Alison Klossner
8014 N Mohawk Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Patricia Collins
9235 N Allegheny
Portland, OR 97203

Jody Swisher, LCSW
8065 N Ivanhoe St #5
Portland, OR 97203

Christine Vial
8016 N Jersey St
Portland, OR 97203

David Digby
9308 N Edison St.
Portland, OR 97203

Maureen Kelly
8317 M Hartman St
Portland, OR 97203

Judy Smith
9201 N Hudson St
Portland, OR 97203

Charlotte Harrold 6941
N. Roberts Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Rosie Smith
6914 N. Roberts Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Christina Rozell
8237 N Edison Street
Portland, OR 97203

Leah Hill
8423 N Seneca St
Portland, OR 97203

Shireesh Bhalerao
4139 SW Westdale Dr
Portland, OR 97221
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Nicole Bhalerao

4139 SW Westdale Drive

Portland, OR 97221

Sara Grzelka

7676 N Decatur St, Unit A

Portland, OR 97203
Nadene Neale

8403 N. Smith St.
Portland, OR 97203

Bridget O’Brien

10011 N Buchanan Ave

Portland, OR 97203
Dawn Piekut

6807 N Catlin Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Shane Edwards

9210 N Allegheny Ave

Portland, OR 97203

Sarah Cheverton, 7722 N

Kellogg St.
Portland, OR 97203

Amber Lutey

6751 North Salem Avenue

Portland, OR 97203

Jacy Wilcoxon
8991 N Wall Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Connie Depew
8115 N. Hudson St.
Portland, OR 97203

Josef Liebhardt
7307 N Tyler Ave,
Portland, OR 97203

Miki A O'Connor
9524 N Mohawk Ave
Portland, OR 97203

RJ Klingelhoffer
9028 N Oswego Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Darlene Neale
9211 N. John Ave.
Portland, OR 97203

Ben Richardson

10011 N Buchanan Ave

Portland, OR 97203

Robert Piekut
6807 N Catlin Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Robert A Ries 6710 N
Richmond Avenue
Portland, OR 97203

Marilyn Zornado
8325 N. Central
Portland, OR 97203

Stanley Piotrowski

6751 North Salem Ave

Portland, OR 97203

Andy Wilcoxon.
8991 N Wall Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Laura Fishman
6940 N Burr Ave,
Portland, OR 97203.

Kaori Liebhardt
7307 N Tyler Ave,
Portland, OR 97203

Nathan Isaacs
8229 N Edison St,
Portland, OR 97203

David Perham
8328 N Smith St
Portland, OR 97203

Bertalan Tunya
8560 N Oswego
Portland, OR 97203

Kanchan Gokhale
7925 N Central st
Portland, OR 97203

Lauren Pearson
7466 N. Butrr ave
Portland, OR 97203

Laura Boley

7319 N John Ave #205

Portland, OR 97203

Alan Garren
8325 N. Central
Portland, OR 97203

Karen Barry
9237 N Mohawk Ave.
Portland, OR 97203

Sidney Copilow
7308 N Tyler , St.
Portland, OR 97203

Julie Ellings
9016 N Oswego Ave,
Portland, OR 97203.

Dawn Isaacs
8229 N Edison St,
Portland, OR 97203

Shane Wallack
8403 N. Smith St.
Portland, OR 97203

Virag Tunya
8560 N Oswego
Portland, OR 97203

Peter Brown
7925 N Central st
Portland, OR 97203

Deborah Paul
7617 N Crawford st
Portland, OR 97203

Bunny Dorsey
8020 N Alma Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Jack Dorsey
8020 N Alma Ave
Portland, OR 97203

Kenneth Barry
9237 N Mohawk Ave.
Portland, OR 97203

Ed Depew
8115 N. Hudson St.
Portland, OR 97203

Sophie Acker
9738 N Syracuse St
Portland, OR 97203



