To: House Committee on Rules

From: Nicki Eggiman, M.A.

Date: May 5, 2019

RE: Opposition to HB 2876-1 (Coordinated Comprehensive School Counseling Program)

| am writing to in opposition to House Bill 2876-1.

| oppose HB 2876 because the Social Work programs do not teach the content needed by our
students in Oregon.

Professional School Counseling Programs (PSCP) have designed their program course work in a
holistic way, teaching about the adolescent as a whole and teaching in topics of Academic,
Career and Social/Emotional. PSCP’s cover stages of Child Development, Counseling Theory,
Career Exploration, Learning Disabilities, Writing Class lessons and even completing a teaching
practicum so a Professional School Counselor can better understand the dynamics of teaching
in a classroom.

| have included a list of required course work from George Fox University for a Masters Degree

in School Counseling and for the George Fox University Masters Degree in Social Work. This will
allow you to see the difference in the programs and how a Social Work program does not cover
the same content.

Schools in Oregon are becoming more challenged and overburdened every day with large class
sizes, high free and reduced lunch numbers, full inclusion of students struggling with behavioral
and learning challenges and low funding and resources. Professional School Counselors are
trained and equipped with the knowledge to serve students on both ends of the needs
spectrum and all in between. We are trained to understand and respond to the student blowing
out of class due to an Emotional Disturbance and trained to respond to the 4.0 student wanting
to attend Stanford.

One aspect of our job is to be in classrooms delivering curricula around college and career
exploration in order to meet the State of Oregon standards around Career Related Learning
Experiences. In our PSCP’s we are taught how to create and write lessons that target every sub-
category in the three domains set forth by the American School Counseling Association. Social



Workers simply do not have the training needed to meet our students where they are at and
take them to the next level.

It is often easy to pass bills that are being pushed hard by folks like Social Workers who have a
strong backing and a strong union behind them. In this case, please do not take the easy way.
Pay attention to the details and think of what this means for students in our classrooms.

The students will be the ones paying the price for lowering the standards of education we
expect our Professional School Counselors to have and allowing others without the training to
enter into these jobs. It is simply not fair to our students in our future generations.

Please review the enclosed course materials. | appreciate your time and consideration.
| urge you to oppose HB 2876-1.

Sincerely,

Nl %MM/L)

Nicki Eggiman, M.A.
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