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Topics

• Roles and responsibilities for water quality 

management on state and private forestlands.

• Cooperative mechanisms established by the Oregon 

Legislature. 

• Board of Forestry approach to water quality protection 

including implementation of Oregon’s Forest Practices 

Act.



Forest Land Management



Board of Forestry Roles and 
Responsibilities

• Supervise all matters of forest policy and management 

under the jurisdiction of the state …(ORS 526.016)

• Under the Forest Practices Act 

(FPA), continuous growing and 

harvesting, and vesting in the 

Board exclusive authority to adopt 

and enforce rules …(ORS 527.630, 

527.755)



Board of Forestry Water 
Quality Regulatory Authority

• Board required to adopt 

best management 

practices to maintain 

water quality and meet 

Environmental Quality 

Commission (EQC) 

standards (ORS 527.765) 



Cooperative Mechanisms 
Between BOF and 

Environmental Quality 
Commission (EQC)

Oregon statutes create a unique cooperative relationship 

between the Board and the EQC that ensures water quality 

protection on forestland.

• The EQC has primary responsibility for implementing 

with the federal Clean Water Act (CWA), and state 

water quality law.

• The BOF has exclusive responsibility for regulating 

forest practices.

• Providing each body with a formal process to request 

that the other consider its concerns.



BOF Approach to 
Water Quality Protection

• Maintain regulatory FPA 

framework.

• Support an effective, science-

based, and adaptive FPA. 

• Use of non-regulatory tools.

• Existing land-use laws to 

maintain forestland (Statewide 

Planning Goal 4)

• Efforts under the Oregon Plan 

for Salmon and Watersheds.



BOF Approach to 
Water Quality Protection

Forest Practices Act



Questions


