
1

Charlie Plybon
Oregon Policy manager

Oregon Recreational Ocean Uses
An Economic and Spatial Use Study
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Surfrider Foundation is dedicated to the protection and enjoyment
of the world’s ocean, waves and beaches 

through a powerful grassroots activist network. 
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Who We Are
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Presentation Overview

• OCEAN RECREATION: GROWING INDUSTRY

• STUDY NEED & APPROACH

• RESULTS & KEY FINDINGS

• RECOMMNEDATIONS
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A GROWING INDUSTRY

NEARLY $3 BILLION ECONOMY

OVER 27 MILION TRIPS ANNUALLY
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WHY STUDY OCEAN RECREATION?

• INFORM MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING

• UNDERSTAND MANAGEMENT NEEDS

• SUPPORT ECONOMIC & WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT
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OREGON OCEAN RECREATIONAL USE STUDY: NEED

• INFORM OREGON’S TERRITORIAL SEA PLAN PART 5
• GOAL 19: Ecological/Economical/Social Benefits

• COLLECT GEOSPATIAL DATA

• ESTIMATE SIZE OF OREGON’S NON-CONSUMPTIVE 
RECREATIONAL OCEAN USER COMMUNITY

• ESTIMATE ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF OREGON’S NON-
CONSUMPTIVE RECREATIONAL OCEAN USE
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OREGON OCEAN RECREATIONAL USE STUDY: APPROACH

• PUBLIC / PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP

• SURVEY TOOL
• Coastal Use Patterns, Activities, Geography
• Trip Expenditures
• Demographics

• EXTENSIVE OUTREACH
• Industry “Gatekeepers”
• Registered Boaters
• Postcard Mailings
• Online Panel
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OREGON OCEAN RECREATIONAL USE STUDY: Key Findings

• $2.4 BILLION IN ANNUAL ECONOMIC EXPENDITURES

• 87% OREGONIANS VISIT COAST ANNUALY
• 27 Million trips annually 
• 88% Primary reason was recreation

• 27 MILLION TRIPS ANNUALLY

• KEY GEOSPATIAL USE AND TYPES OF ACTIVITES
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OREGON OCEAN RECREATIONAL USE STUDY: ECONOMIC EXPENDITURES

Respondents spent average $87.72 / visit
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OREGON OCEAN RECREATIONAL USE STUDY: Activities Key Findings 
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Spatial Use Point Data: Last Trip Shore Based
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Spatial Use Polygon Data: Relative Importance - Ocean Group
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Spatial Use Polygon Data: Relative Importance – Shore Group
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Spatial Use Polygon Data: Relative Importance – Wildlife group



17

Spatial Use Polygon Data: Kayaking
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Spatial Use Polygon Data: Surf
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Oregon’s Ocean and Coastal Recreation: Key Takeaways

• CRITICAL COMPONENT OF COASTAL & OCEAN ECOMONY
• Support stakeholder representation on decision-making bodies
• Invest in workforce development / maritime analysis 

• PLACE-BASED, NATURAL RESOURCE DEPENDENT
• Need for management and monitoring

• NEED FOR FURTHER STUDY
• 10 years old 
• Rapidly expanding uses and access
• Economic opportunity

• LIFE IS BETTER WHEN YOU SURF
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P: Morgan Maassen

Questions?

Charlie Plyon
Oregon Policy Manager
cplybon@Surfrider.org


