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The Problem:



When One Door Closes - Ilinois CC on OER by  Lisa Young, Ph.D. Data source: The new era of the $400 college textbook

https://www.slideshare.net/lcbyoung/when-one-door-closes-ilinois-cc-on-oer
https://www.slideshare.net/lcbyoung?utm_campaign=profiletracking&utm_medium=sssite&utm_source=ssslideview
http://www.aei.org/publication/the-new-era-of-the-400-college-textbook-which-is-part-of-the-unsustainable-higher-education-bubble/


Student strategies to lower costs

● Buyback
● Book swaps
● International editions
● Share 
● Library reserves
● Comparison shop



Institutional strategies to lower costs

Low-cost
● Bundles
● Inclusive Access
● Custom editions
● Older editions
● Rentals
● Single purchase for 

multi-term sequence

Free (to students)
● Copyright content on the 

web
● Library resources



Open Educational Resources

● Open license (usually Creative Commons) or 
Public Domain

● Free because of open license permissions 
● Can be online or in print (at low cost)
● Variety of formats and content types
● Solves the root cause of the cost problem



https://www.oregon.gov/highered/research/Documents/Snapshots/Statewide-Snapshot.pdf 

HECC Affordability Snapshot

https://www.oregon.gov/highered/research/Documents/Snapshots/Statewide-Snapshot.pdf


https://www.naspa.org/images/uploads/main/Emergency_Aid_Report.pdf 

$1400 can be an emergency

https://www.naspa.org/images/uploads/main/Emergency_Aid_Report.pdf


"Seal" by Clker-Free-Vector-Images is in the Public Domain, CC0

https://pixabay.com/en/seal-flag-state-oregon-united-39732/
https://pixabay.com/en/users/Clker-Free-Vector-Images-3736/
http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/


openoregon.org



“Adopt” at 
$500 per 
person

“Revise / 
Remix” at 
$1500 per 
person

“Author” at 
$5000 per 
person

“Other” at 
up to 
$30,000

Total

# awards 54 21 8 3 86

Program 
$ Spent

$56,299 $80,821 $112,109 $30,350 $279,579

Student 
$ Saved

$429,823 $543,203 $168,095 $5,667 $1,146,788

Student 
savings per 
$1 spent

$7.63 $6.72 $1.50 $0.19 $4.10

2015-17 Course Redesign Grants



https://openoregon.org/two-years-and-a-big-difference/ 

https://openoregon.org/two-years-and-a-big-difference/


Western Oregon University creates lasting 
opportunities for student success 
through transformative education and 
personalized support.

Our mission is to continually build 
an educational community that 
provides open access to quality 
learning opportunities that 
prepare the people of our region 
for productive participation in 
civic, cultural, social and 
economic life. (Clatsop)

Lane is the community's 
college; we provide 
comprehensive, 
accessible, quality, 
learning-centered 
educational opportunities 
that promote student 
success.

TVCC is a comprehensive 
community college dedicated to 
promoting student success.



?


