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DATE:   4/12/2019 
TO: Joint Committee on Ways and Means, Subcommittee on Capital Construction 
RE: HB 5005, relating to state financial administration 
 
 
Co-Chairs Senator Girod and Representative Holvey and Members of the Subcommittee: 
 
Lane County is requesting $87.6M in state bonding authority in order to construct a replacement 
facility for the Lane County Circuit Court in downtown Eugene.  We ask that you name this project 
as authorized for bond issuance during the 2019-21 biennium as you consider amendments to HB 
5005.   
 
This is a project that has been evolving almost since the inception of the Oregon Courthouse Capital 
Construction Improvement Fund, and was first submitted to the Chief Justice for consideration in 
2015.   This is not to say, however, that the Oregon Legislature first encountered the shortcomings of 
the Lane County Courthouse at that time.  Indeed, the record is clear that as far back as 1996 there 
were statewide efforts to examine County Courthouses.  In 1999 a statewide analysis was undertaken 
and repeated in 2006.  The Lane County Courthouse has been well documented in its problems, and 
in particular is seismically vulnerable, has remarkably bad accessibility issues, and is unable to 
provide adequate separation between victims, the accused, and court staff. 
 
The Oregon Legislature has previously authorized bond sales to support the planning and 
development of this project in 2016 and 2017. On behalf of the entire Board of Commissioners I’d 
like to express my thanks for your approvals of those earlier bonds.  Over the course of the past three 
years we have been disciplined in our approach to this project.  The following milestones are a 
sampling of the work we have undertaken and completed: 

• A study of the long-term needs of the court via a contract with the National Center for State 
Courts that established space needs and functional adjacencies. 

• Collaboration with the City of Eugene to examine a host of downtown Eugene development 
projects and where a new courthouse would be best located in relationship to other planned 
developments. 

• A scoping study with a nationally recognized private firm to confirm the NCSC study and 
further refine the project requirements. 

• A detailed cost estimate by an independent cost estimator experienced in developing project 
cost estimates for large public projects such that we could confidently budget for the 
development and final construction of the courthouse project. 

• Referral to the voters of Lane County of a local ballot measure to authorize $154M in local 
bonding authority. 

• A local ordinance ensuring Lane County will not issue local bonds unless State bond 
authority is also granted. 

• Formal adoption of a framework for a Community Benefits Agreement that will address 
local labor, local materials, and issues of equity related to the project. 

• Current processes to select and hire a design firm and construction firm to complete the 
planning and design phases and begin construction. 

 
Our voters will inform us of their decision on May 21, 2019.  Passage of the bond measure would 
ensure the Legislature that we have the necessary matching funds in place for this project.  We want 



to further ensure that you understand this request, combined with the local bonding, plus $4M in one 
time federal dollars that Lane County has saved for this project, will complete the project.   
 
With the combined support of our community and the Legislative Assembly, the funding for this 
project can begin to be added to the previous bonding in short order.  We are prepared to move 
forward with detailed design work and anticipate a groundbreaking on the project in early 2021 with 
final completion in 2023.   
 
Thank you for your service to our state and for your consideration of this important project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Joe Berney 
Lane County Commissioner, Springfield District 
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