April 10, 2019

Dear Committee on Capitol Culture,

As registered lobbyists and or member of the Oregon Capitol Club and the capitol community we write to
voice our support for the work underway by the Joint Committee on Capitol Culture.

As you are aware, lobbyists occupy a unique position in the Oregon Capitol. We are not employed by the
Legislative Assembly or any of its members, but we come to this building daily to do our work. Not
surprisingly, we too have experienced harassment in the building. Our hope is that together we can end
harassment in the Oregon Capitol.

Lobbying, both professionally and by the citizenry, is a vital part of the democratic process, and we were
pleased to provide our perspective and experiences. The resulting commission report took our unique
positions into account. It is important that lobbyists and other individuals who interact in the legislative
process are both protected and held accountable, should they commit harassing behavior.

As the Joint Committee on Capitol Culture has engaged in its work over the last eight weeks, we have
worked to inform the process and provide feedback, as needed. The independent Legislative Equity Office,
handling both the intake of complaints and the training component is the right move for the legislative
assembly. Further, the outside process counselor will help individuals find the appropriate avenue for
reporting abuse, while making sure that they do not inadvertently share something a member of the
capitol community did not wish to share.

The capitol culture committee’s work is vital in developing policies that work for the entire capitol
community. We are ready to assist in providing our experiences and perspectives, as needed.

Thank you for your continued commitment to ensuring the Oregon State Capitol is a welcoming and safe
place for everyone who comes through its doors. Please know that we stand with you in that effort, and
in moving this institution forward.

Sincerely,
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