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Department of Corrections 

Second Chance Act Addressing Needs of Incarcerated Parents and Their Children 

 
Analyst:  Julie Neburka 
 
Request:  Approve a request from the Department of Corrections to apply for $750,000 from the 
Second Chance Act Addressing the Needs of Incarcerated Parents and their Minor Children Program 
grant from the US Department of Justice. 
 
Analysis:  In February 2019 the US Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs’ Office of 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention made $4.5 million available nationwide for grants to 
states and local governments to promote and expand services available in prisons and jails for 
incarcerated parents and their children under the age of eighteen.  This grant program focuses on 
activities that foster positive family engagement between incarcerated parents and their children 
within prisons and jails, but funding may also be used for those programs and services for the 
children of incarcerated parents that provide opportunities for positive youth development in the 
community.   
 
The Department of Corrections (DOC) anticipates using the grant funds, if awarded, to further its 
work with incarcerated parents and their children by piloting a coordinated Children of Incarcerated 
Parents program in collaboration with the Department of Human Services (DHS).  Aspects of the 
program will include better equipping incarcerated parents for meeting DHS requirements by 
providing DHS child welfare staff at the DOC’s intake center; establishing Family Advocate positions 
in one or more men’s prisons (the Coffee Creek Correctional Facility for women currently has a 
Family Advocate position); and working with community-based providers to create “toolkits” for 
incarcerated parents, their children, and their children’s caregivers to help with establishing and 
maintaining relationships between parents and children.  Additional activities may include peer 
mentoring and networking in the men’s prisons and the creation of parenting resource libraries.   
 
Grant applications are due April 15, 2019, with awards announced by October 2019 for three-year 
periods of performance.  There are no match requirements.  If successful, the agency may return to 
the legislature or Emergency Board to request additional federal funds expenditure limitation and 
position authorization.   
 
Legislative Fiscal Office Recommendation:  Approve the request. 
 



Department of Administrative Services i April 2019 
 

Oregon Department of Corrections 
McDonald 

 
 

Request: Authorization to apply for a grant of $750,000 for the Second Chance Act Addressing 
the Needs of Incarcerated Parents and Their Minor Children Program from the U.S. Department 
of Justice (DOJ), Office of Justice Programs, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention.  
 
Recommendation:  Approve the request.  
 
Discussion:  The Department of Corrections (DOC) requests approval to apply for a federal grant 
from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention in order to pilot a Children of 
Incarcerated Parents program in partnership with the Department of Human Services (DHS) 
Child Welfare Division. The aim of this program is to further DOC’s work in creating stronger 
families and reducing recidivism. This will be accomplished by better equipping incarcerated 
parents to meet DHS requirements. The Department anticipates a DHS child welfare staff 
member meeting with incarcerated parents approximately two days per month at DOC’s Intake 
center. Additionally, DOC will pilot a Family Advocate position in one to two men’s facilities. 
Currently, this resource only exists in the Coffee Creek Correctional Facility (CCCF) women’s 
prison. The Family Advocate position in CCCF has effectively assisted adults in custody by 
establishing communication and visitation between DHS, inmates and DOC.  
 
The Department also plans to contract with the community-based Children of Incarcerated 
Parents program to create “toolkits” for DOC staff, DHS staff, men in custody with minor 
children, the minor children and their caregivers. These toolkits will be designed to help each 
party meet DHS and DOC requirements and visiting processes. The goal is to communicate and 
emphasize the benefits to the children in establishing and maintaining contact with their 
incarcerated parent.  
 
The community-based Children of Incarcerated Parents program will provide mentoring, support 
groups and other resources for minors participating in the program in Clackamas County with the 
possibility of expanding to other counties. In concert with these efforts, DOC intends to facilitate 
peer mentoring inside the men’s facilities through incarcerated individuals trained as peer 
mentors. The Department will also create parenting resource libraries. If successful in this grant 
application, DOC believes the combination of efforts, as described, would effectively provide 
men in custody with the necessary resources to positively and effectively meet their parental 
responsibilities and meet the child’s basic needs for a supportive and positive connection with 
their parent.  
 
No state match is required for this grant and the application deadline is April 15, 2019. The 
maximum award is $750,000 with a 36-month period of performance to begin October 1, 2019. 
The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention does not plan to provide additional 
funding in future years to awards made under this solicitation. The Department would need to 
submit a policy package requesting funds or discontinue all or part of the program upon 
completion of the performance period.  
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