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A time for change. ..

In 1973, Sen. Dick Groener and Reps. Robert “Bob” Elliot
and Roger Martin sponsored Senate Bill 73, which Gov.
Tom McCall signed to create Oregon’s unique statewide
building code system. The issues driving the 1973 bill
included consistency of code requirements between

In 2013, the Oregon Building Codes Division celebrated
the 40-year anniversary of the passage of SB 73. Although
many changes have occurred over the past 40 years,
businesses still want strong statewide uniformity,
administrative consistency across the state, and value and

Constructing a uniform building code

A time of uncertainty - early years
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Celebrating 40 Yeal‘ S of Regulatory Success:

A uniform regulatory model - 1973

In partnership with trade organizations, the Oregon
Legislature passed a statewide building code, Senate Bill 73.
The bill established uniform standards for all residential

and commercial buildings in Oregon, prohibiting local
governments from enacting conflicting regulations.

A Working Model

The Building Codes Division partnered with stakeholders
at the Oregon State Capitol to highlight the success of the
uniform regulatory model. Industry groups shared their
perspective of Oregon’s system with each other and with
members of the Oregon Legislature during an all-day event
on May 21, 2013.

“| believe, over the years, it saved hundreds of thousands
of dollars in administrative costs for the industry,” said Fred
VanNatta, who represented the Oregon Home Builders
Association at the time.

. . The National Electrical Contractors Association
and the IBEW have worked for the last
100 years to promote safe and effective
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Code GetsSupport

development. We appreciate Building Codes
Division efforts to foster a fertile business

By ROBERT E, GANGWARE"
Statesman Betsiness Editor

The bill for a single Or-
egon statewidg bullding code
has attracted plenty of sup-
port, no organized opposition
and dozens of amendments.

And the /Senate Labor
Committee is moving It into
work session stage after
adopting several of the pro-
posed amendments that
came out of earlier hear-
ings.
AT A CAPITOL meeting
Tuesday the committee
heard three local bu:ldlng
code officials wh

PRINCIPAL "PURPOSES of
the legislation include mak-
ing sure all cities and coun-
ties have standard codes and
enforce them. Where this is
nct the case the state could
appoint building inspectors,
or permit the locality to
contract with another juris-
diction to provide the re-
quired inspection service.

An amendment brought to
the committee by Sen. Wal-
lace Carson, R-Salem on
behalf of J. R. Kalinoski,
who is lobbyist for general
contractors, will get commit-
tee study at a later meeling.

Uniform Building Code
Is Passed by Senate

A bill to enact a uniform
starewide building code was

But Sen. Lynn Newbry, R- to allow higher local stan-
X Ashland, said that the aim dards.
easily passed Thursday by of the bill is to permit devel- The three votes again
the Oregon Senate and sent opme%l of low-cost housing passage of the bill were by
to the House. by having uniform-standards Ripper and Sens. Ed Fade-
SB 73, approved 263, statewide, He sald the ley, D-Eugene, and Stan
would allow the State Com- = Quderkirk, R-Newpart,
i 0 =

idea but had
tions and Sug
l .. \ = L
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Legislation for state build-
eed Weﬁnesd‘ay by a

W&M Unit Okays Statewide Building Code

committee at the Oregon standards for local buuldmg tors. It would fall under the July ), 1974, and be

was Capitol.

Senate Blll 73 calls for a

, inspectors and state inspec- Department of Commerce, ed by building permit fees.
tion in localities wllhou( ;ﬂlh an appointed State No general fund money is .
. buildipe - rfplSogds Aduisory -.smgh A

Terry Dieter
Intel Corporation architect

“Much of my practice is focused on the fire and life safety
aspects of Intel’s facilities in Oregon and throughout the

climate in Oregon and look forward to setting
the example of strong, stateW|de standards for
the rest of the country }

Building Codes Division

Maintaining a uniform,
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Tim Gauthier, executive manager, National Electrical
Contractors Association — Oregon Columbia Chapter
and Gary Young, business manager, International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers - Local 48

As part of the 40-year code celebration, BCD
also highlighted the statewide e-permitting
system and its success. In 2007, contractors
supported creating a single, statewide system
to provide 24/7 access to apply for, pay for,
and receive building permits online.

world. | personally believe a uniform building code is
the single most important design tool for architects and
engineers.
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(]} Dennis Richar'_ son, Rep. Greg Smith, DCBS Director Pat Allen,
BCD Administrator Mark Long, and Rep. Jessica Vega Pederson

A system that encourages strong regulatory consistency helps protect consumers and also
benefits small businesses by reducing the unnecessary costs of trying to figure out complex
requirements. Small businesses benefit from the uniformity and predictability.

— Rep. Jessica Vega Pederson, D-Dist. 47

Safety and innovation in _ Oregon sﬁ
the state building code _ Building ang Construction

has led to more efficiency B Trag;i_cag““ @
in the construction : '
industry. In turn, Ol‘egon’s T'amed

consistent standards keep
families safe and more
tradespeople employed.

— Rep. Brad Witt, D-Dist. 31

Rep. Brad Witt and Mark Long

As a longtime builder in Oregon, | have seen

first hand the importance of a strong statewide
building code and consistency in enforcing it.
Through streamlining and consistency efforts, the
state Building Codes Division has created a safe

and business-friendly working environment.
— Sen. Alan Olsen, R-Dist. 20

Our partnership with the state has always been
important to PMCA. A single source for contractors
to receive help and get questions answered has
saved our contractors time and money.

— Frank Wall, executive director, Plumbing and
Mechanical Contractors Association

~umbing and me
throughout :
=\Washington, and the
counties in

Contractor gpecialties

Frank Wall

Rep. Mark Johnsen, Mark Leng, and | !
Howard Asch, Qregon Home Builders Association

G
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The system encourages economic development by
creating a uniform regulatory system that reduces cost.

— Rep. Mark Johnson, R-Dist. 52




‘ ‘ Oregon’s high standards
of construction and safety
have served as a model for
the entire country to follow.
Working together with the
Building Codes Division,
contractors have been able
to partner on key projects

such as e-permitting. , ,
— Sen. Tim Knopp, R-Dist. 27

Sen. Tim Knopp and Mark LoRg

Oregon's
SUCCESS SLOry
for buiiders and the public

A lims od wnsariubely

Ralph Groener, Fred VanNatta, and Mark Long

Ralph Groener, political coordinator for Oregon AFSCME, with Fred VanNatta and Mark Long. VanNatta represented
the Oregon Home Builders Association and worked to pass Senate Bill 73. Ralph Groener’s uncle, Dick Groener, was the
chair of the Senate Committee on Labor, which was in charge of passing SB 73.

Oregon's uniform statewide building code lets
our contractors and skilled tradespeople work
more efficiently and safely throughout the
state, allows us to have consistency in training
our workforce, and provides methods for fair
resolutions of code interpretation.

— Kate Newhall (FocusPoint Communications)
exhibiting at Building Codes Day on behalf of
Sheet Metal and Air Conditioning Contractors’
National Association and Sheet Metal Workers
Local #16.

We value the state’s commitment to a highly trained workforce. They've proven
themselves a driving force toward improving code consistency and ensuring
quality training for craftspeople and inspectors alike.

— Carl Redman, Independent Electrical Contractors of Oregon
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Legislation builds on 40 years of success

With an emphasis on improving the building regulatory
system, the Building Codes Division and its partners
moved several pieces of legislation to continue the work
of SB 73 from 40 years ago. The building industry remains
committed to a uniform, predictable regulatory model
that promotes a positive business environment while
ensuring statewide safety standards are achieved for
Oregon residents. In 2013, the 77th Legislative Assembly
affirmed the state’s role by passing SB 582, HB 2698, and
HB 2978. SB 582, the signature work of BCD, its partners,
and the legislature, provides new tools to assist local
government, especially in rural areas, and provide timely,
efficient building inspection services.

sion
ind
usiness

SB 582 also contained several provisions to encourage
local economic development and reduce costs to
business and government. Sen. Arnie Roblan (D-5),
chair of the Senate Rural Communities and Economic
Development Committee, led a workgroup of
stakeholders to develop the concept around SB 582.

BCD also partnered with the Association of Oregon
Counties (AOC) to improve the delivery of training and
instruction for building inspectors. HB 2698 returns
flexibility to the state to develop comprehensive and
customized training requirements carried out through
state instructors.

SB 582 will help get rural communities
back to work by providing a flexible
system for reviewing construction
projects. Allowing this cooperation
between the state and counties

ensures that buildings meet the proper
standards and that construction isn't
delayed because of a lack of resources
to conduct an inspection. That's why this
bill is a top priority of mine.

— Sen. Arnie Roblan, D-Dist. 5

Moving forward

by building on success

With continued focus on customer service, the Building
Codes Division strives to create more consistency in the
application of code requirements and the permitting process
across local programs. Part of preparing for the next 40 years
will be a new emphasis on inspector training and education.
The division will strengthen its training resources, building
strong partnerships with industry groups to develop a

highly trained and efficient workforce. Through realigned
certification requirements, the division will be preparing the
inspection workforce for the future.

The Building Codes Division is also working to become a
resource for Oregon’s construction industry on information
and trends. By collecting and organizing relevant
construction data for customers, the state can improve
efficiency, reduce costs, and respond to trends. Utilizing
technology is another important priority for the division, with
the goals of standardizing administrative processes, reducing
unnecessary regulation, and improving access through
statewide e-permitting for the contractor and homeowner.
Technology will drive many future changes in building
regulation.

Finally, the construction economy in Oregon declined
significantly over the past several years. Many local programs
have struggled to maintain staff and provide services to local
businesses. The legislature provided new tools in 2013 to
strengthen local/state partnerships. New opportunities will
exist to increase efficiency and meet the changing needs

of local government. BCD is committed to working with
communities to explore innovative ways to improve service,

Now, more than ever, BCD is moving forward to meet the
results that stakeholders sought 40 years ago.

State of Oregon

Building Codes Division

Better Buildings for Oregon
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2013 reaffirmed the state’s commitment to a strong set of uniform standards and
a predictable, efficient regulatory model.

The following groups provide countless volunteer hours serving on boards, committees, and
workgroups to improve Oregon’s one-of-a-kind set of statewide building codes.
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Phone: 503-378-4133
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