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Income inequality is a growing issue not only in the U.S., but across the

globe. A 2017 report from global charity Oxfam found that the richest 1 DEAL OR NO DEAL
percent of people in the world control 82 percent of the total wealth. Put

another way, just 42 people own the same amount of wealth as the

poorest 50 percent of the global population.

Income inequality can also be seen on a local scale. Using data from the
U.S. Census's American Community Survey, Zippia mapped out how
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US states with the highest levels of income inequality

inequality varies from state to state according to each’s Gini coefficient,

a measure of income distribution used to gauge inequality.

States With The Highest Levels Of Income Inequality
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Here's how all 50 U.S. states compare, ranked from most to least income

inequality.
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Zippia also analyzed how quickly inequality expanded in each state
between 2010 and 2016. Here the 10 states where income inequality is
growing at the fastest rate.
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States With The Fastest Growing Income Inequality
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9. Indiana
10. Michigan

The issue became a topic of discussion leading up to the World
Economic Forum earlier this year as billionaires and world leaders
descended into Davos, Switzerland. The Washington Post cited a
"growing unease" among attendees surrounding the increasing sense of

economic inequality in the world.

Bridgewater Associates founder Ray Dalio warned of an increased
pressure on the middle class as blue-collar jobs continue to disappear
and predicted that those on the lower end of the economic spectrum

would turn against those in power, the Post reported.

In his annual letter to CEOs, BlackRock’s Larry Fink wrote: "Since the
financial crisis, those with capital have reaped enormous benefits. At the
same time, many individuals across the world are facing a combination

of low rates, low wage growth, and inadequate retirement systems.”

Some economic leaders have proposed plans to alleviate the problem.
In Thomas Piketty's "Capital in the Twenty-First Century,” the economist
proposed a progressive tax on capital, instead of income, which he says

will slow the spread of inequality while preserving competition.

While billionaire Bill Gates agrees with much of the discussion in
Piketty's book, he proposes an alternative solution. "Rather than move to
a progressive tax on capital, as Piketty would like, | think we'd be best off
with a progressive tax on consumption," Gates wrote in a 2014 blog post.
"Think about the three wealthy people | described earlier: One investing
in companies, one in philanthropy, and one in a lavish lifestyle. There's
nothing wrong with the last guy, but | think he should pay more taxes
than the others.”

Don't miss: Here's how many Americans don't have access to a 401(k)

plan

Like this story? Like CNBC Make It on Facebook!

Rl ¢ (Ao anvicla (eny [A@nvz fie @xenna e [oxz

W iiface iene 1" A waenrienuns (U S Sfiefizs enaxel
\(lﬁl(ﬂ&‘

https://www.cnbc.com/2018/03/12/us-states-with-the-highest-levels-of-income-inequality.html 5/8


https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/ahead-of-davos-even-the-1-percent-worry-about-inequality/2018/01/21/551392d0-fd2f-11e7-ad8c-ecbb62019393_story.html?utm_term=.e2881fd5e8eb
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/ahead-of-davos-even-the-1-percent-worry-about-inequality/2018/01/21/551392d0-fd2f-11e7-ad8c-ecbb62019393_story.html?utm_term=.e2881fd5e8eb
https://www.blackrock.com/corporate/investor-relations/larry-fink-ceo-letter
http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674430006
https://www.gatesnotes.com/Books/Why-Inequality-Matters-Capital-in-21st-Century-Review
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/03/12/how-many-americans-dont-have-access-to-a-401k.html
https://www.facebook.com/CNBCMakeIt/

4/4/2019 US states with the highest levels of income inequality

A4

Emmie Martin
Associate money editor, CNBC Make It

More From CNBC Make It

J.K. Rowling's greatest advice to Harvard grads is disturbingly dark—but honestly, so brilliant and true
Here's why traders are so worked up about Larry Kudlow's message to the Fed

Sandra Bullock's $6.5 million Tybee Island estate is for sale — take a look inside

Sandra Bullock is selling her $6.5 million Tybee Island beach house — take a look inside

Kathy Griffin bought her $10.5 million house in cash—here's why some experts would say that's smart
Rob Gronkowski is retiring—here's the 'broke habit' he kept even while making $8 million in the NFL
Even most Americans with $10,000 to invest couldn't answer these 3 money questions

50% of single women say they'd rather have this 1 thing over an expensive engagement ring

by Taboola

From the Web

Did You Know About These Furnaces On Yahoo?

Yahoo Search

People Are Using This Hack to Save Money on Adidas — and It’'s Pure Genius
Wikibuy

Eat Clean, Feel Great, and Save $80 Off Your First Month

Sun Basket

Heartburn? What Doctors Don't Tell You About Antacids

Westwood Wellness HaltBurn Supplement

Least-Visited National Parks, Ranked

Far & Wide

5 Years From Now, You’ll Probably Wished You Grabbed This Stock

https://www.cnbc.com/2018/03/12/us-states-with-the-highest-levels-of-income-inequality.html

Sponsored Links by Taboola

6/8


https://twitter.com/emmiemartin
mailto:emmie.martin@nbcuni.com
https://www.cnbc.com/emmie-martin/
https://www.cnbc.com/emmie-martin/
https://www.cnbc.com/video/2017/06/12/heres-how-much-you-have-to-earn-to-be-in-the-top-1-nationwide.html
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=nbcuniversal-cnbc-makeit&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=organic-thumbnails-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%202nd:
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/03/28/harry-potter-novelist-jk-rowling-famous-advice-to-harvard-students-is-dark-but-so-brilliant-and-true.html?recirc=taboolainternal
https://www.cnbc.com/video/2019/03/29/heres-why-traders-are-so-worked-up-about-larry-kudlows-message-to-the-fed.html?&recirc=taboolainternal
https://www.cnbc.com/video/2019/03/29/inside-sandra-bullocks-6point5-million-tybee-island-home-for-sale.html?&recirc=taboolainternal
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/03/29/photos-sandra-bullocks-georgia-beach-house-for-sale.html?recirc=taboolainternal
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/03/26/why-it-was-smart-for-kathy-griffin-to-buy-a-10-million-dollar-house-in-cash.html?recirc=taboolainternal
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/03/25/rob-gronkowski-kept-a-broke-habit-while-making-millions-in-the-nfl.html?recirc=taboolainternal
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/03/28/what-single-women-wantand-its-not-an-expensive-engagement-ring.html?recirc=taboolainternal
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=nbcuniversal-cnbc-makeit&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=nbcuniversal-cnbc-makeit&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails:
https://ylnk.io/?campaign=us-tbhome-yg-furnace-wl-web&adgroup=native&imp=46906&keyword=nbcuniversal-cnbc-makeit
https://wikibuy.com/blog/heres-the-best-way-to-score-adidas-7e1190f093fb?hno=true&utm_source=jaguar11&utm_campaign=1905213&utm_term=178442065
https://sunbasket.com/try/healthy-2019/?offer=TAB20X4&utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=Paid&utm_campaign=TAB-Direct-Healthy-2019-Month-MSN-PWL-B-Desktop-Static-PRO20x4-43553&utm_term=Native&tdat=2019-04-04+16%3A09%3A18&tplt=Desktop&tcid=2052186&titm=198203957&tsnm=nbcuniversal-cnbc-makeit&tsid=1042054
http://westwoodwellness.com/cmd.php?ad=903942&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.farandwide.com/s/least-visited-national-parks-6d041f66ebc4432e?utm_campaign=leastnationalparks-64c64cb8cd0e44bb&utm_source=tab&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=nbcuniversal-cnbc-makeit
https://www.fool.com/mms/mark/advert-home-run-buy?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=contentmarketing&utm_campaign=sar-homerunbuy-fwl&paid=9223&waid=9223&psource=esatabwdg0210602&wsource=esatabwdg0210602&utm_term=nbcuniversal-cnbc-makeit

4/4/2019 US states with the highest levels of income inequality

The Motley Fool Subscription

This Game Will Keep you Up All Night. Play for Free Now

World of Warships | Download Now

Teen Should Do This Before Opening a Checking Account

BECU — Insured by NCUA

About Site Map Digital Products Podcasts Licensing & Reprints Careers Internships Help Contact Corrections

News Tips Join the CNBC Panel Advertising & Partnerships Privacy Policy - New Terms of Service - New Closed Captioning

News Releases Independent Programming

NEWSLETTERS

O Make It
O Breaking News
O Morning Squawk

O Evening Brief
More Free Newsletters
Email (Required)
GO

Get these newsletters delivered to your inbox, and

more info about about our products and services.

By signing up for newsletters, you are agreeing to

our Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.

Data is a real-time snapshot *Data is delayed at least 15 minutes
Global Business and Financial News, Stock Quotes, and Market Data and Analysis

Data also provided by THOMSON REUTERS

https://www.cnbc.com/2018/03/12/us-states-with-the-highest-levels-of-income-inequality.html 7/8


https://www.cnbc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/cnbc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cnbc
https://twitter.com/cnbc
https://instagram.com/cnbc/
https://www.youtube.com/user/cnbc
https://apple.news/T3OtoXcxtRkuHRkM7SpFP_Q
https://www.cnbc.com/id/28295763
https://www.fool.com/mms/mark/advert-home-run-buy?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=contentmarketing&utm_campaign=sar-homerunbuy-fwl&paid=9223&waid=9223&psource=esatabwdg0210602&wsource=esatabwdg0210602&utm_term=nbcuniversal-cnbc-makeit
https://rdr.wargaming.net/41th0ogb/?pub_id=nbcuniversal-cnbc-makeit&xid=CjA5OWIyNWUwMy1iZmQ4LTRjMWItOWM1Ny05NDllM2Y3MWI4OGYtdHVjdDM1YTQ5ZjUSHndvcmxkb2Z3YXJzaGlwcy13YXJnYW1pbmdieS1zYw&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.becu.org/articles/5-banking-tips-for-teens-and-parents?utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=general_youthbanking_p1_campaign&utm_medium=display&utm_content=earlysaver
https://www.cnbc.com/id/15907487
https://www.cnbc.com/id/15920090
https://www.cnbc.com/digital-products/
https://www.cnbc.com/podcasts/
https://www.cnbc.com/cnbc-reprints/
https://www.cnbc.com/cnbc-careers-and-employment/
http://www.cnbc.com/cnbc-internship-program/
https://help.cnbc.com/
https://help.cnbc.com/contact/
https://www.cnbc.com/corrections/
https://www.cnbc.com/news-tips/
https://cnbcexchange.vcsurveys.com/c/a/5bz17E1ICrI1gVk4ZBAbCA
https://www.cnbc.com/advertising-and-partnerships/
http://nbcuni.com/privacy
https://www.cnbc.com/nbcuniversal-terms-of-service/
https://www.cnbc.com/closed-captioning/
https://www.cnbc.com/cnbc-news-releases/
http://corporate.comcast.com/news-information/nbcuniversal-transaction/independent-programming
https://www.cnbc.com/sign-up-for-cnbc-newsletters/
https://www.cnbc.com/nbcuniversal-terms-of-service/
https://nbcuni.com/privacy/
https://www.cnbc.com/id/16061983

4/4/2019 US states with the highest levels of income inequality

© 2019 CNBC LLC. All Rights Reserved. A Division of NBCUniversal

https://www.cnbc.com/2018/03/12/us-states-with-the-highest-levels-of-income-inequality.html 8/8


http://www.nbcuni.com/

