
Chair Prozanski, Vice-Chair Thatcher, and Committee Members: 
 
Please accept this in the legislative record to register my strong opposition to SB 978 set for hearing 
today. 
 
This legislation will not likely make any appreciable impact to overall crime rates, except insofar as it 
criminalizes certain conduct that is ancillary to the exercise of a constitutional right guaranteed by US 
Const. 2nd Amendment and Article I Section 27 of the Oregon constitution. 
 
Oregon Health Authority statistics gathered from 2010 to 2014 show that overwhelmingly our firearms 
death issue is suicide (83%), with the highest rates (>17 per 100,000) being in the 75+ year old age 
bracket.  By contrast, minors have rates that are 2.5 per 100,000 or less.  This bill does nothing to really 
get at real issues and is a waste of valuable legislative time and taxpayer money considering the 
inevitable legal battles it will drive if adopted. 
 
Oregon's homicide/non-negligent manslaughter rate runs about 2.5 per 100,000, more than half the 
national rate (5.3 per 100,000, itself nearly the lowest in 45 years), a according to FBI UTC statistics.  We 
don't have an epidemic of gun violence in Oregon.  Sadly, we do have an issue with suicide, particularly 
among older populations.  How about doing something meaningful about that instead of these 
measures? 
 
Please stop wasting taxpayer money and valuable legislative time that would be better spent on other 
more pressing problems for Oregon. 
 
Thank you, 
 
E. TenBrook, 
Resident and Citizen of Oregon and Yamhill County 
 
 



Chair Prozanski, Vice-Chair Thatcher, and members of the Committee: 
 

Please accept this supplemental written testimony, including the attached 
enclosures, in opposition to proposed SB 978 -1, -2, and -3 amendments or any 
subsequent similar amendments you may have not yet disclosed to the public.  I 
have no objections to the original study bill that was introduced. 
 

This supplemental submission is pursuant to the Chair's indication the record is left 
open and supplemental submissions are allowed through 4/4/19 and is specifically to 
amplify the actual factual data about suicide and firearms fatalities rates and risks in 
Oregon. 
 

Legislation like this is not likely to make any appreciable impact in overall crime rates 
other than to criminalize certain conduct related to exercise of the core rights 
protected under US Constitution Amendment 2, and Oregon Constitution Article I, 
Section 27.  See, e.g., District of Columbia v. Heller, 554 US 570 (2008) (inter alia, law 
requiring firearm in the home to be disassembled or bound by trigger lock makes it 
impossible for citizens to use arms for the core lawful purpose of self-defense and is 
hence unconstitutional); McDonald v. Chicago, 561 US 742 (2010) (2nd Amendment 
incorporated against States). The proposed bill also is not reasonably likely to 
address the real issue related to firearm suicides in Oregon, as further discussed 
below, and many of its sections would not likely survive strict scrutiny review nor is 
the bill good policy. 
 

Our laws already prohibit many persons from possessing or carrying firearms, create 
restrictions on transfers, and allow for dispossession of firearms under Extreme Risk 
Protection Orders.  Robust enforcement of those laws rather than adding more 
burdens is the right-minded way to address concerns. 
 

Proponents of the bill claim it will reduce homicides and suicides.  Perhaps 
marginally it will and loss of an innocent life is tragic.  But what the bill really does is 
just widen the net of those to be criminally charged after a heinous crime, not stop 
those crimes.  Statistically, violent crime in the US is at a 45 year low, including an 
historic low level of murder/non-negligent manslaughter rate at 5.3/100,000  (see 
Washington Post article enclosed, citing FBI statistics).  That's without a national 
assault weapons ban, magazine capacity ban, national storage requirements, or 
other significant restrictions.  Oregon's rate is 2.5 per 100,000 - half the national 
average.  Our opioid overdose rate is between 6.4 and 6.6/100,000 (OHA), about 2.5 
times our murder/non-negligent manslaughter rate, and in 2010, 39.7/100,000 



Oregonians died from alcohol-related causes (OHA).  I ask, what should you really be 
focused on? 

 

Distressingly, suicide is of far greater concern for Oregonians.  We suffer from a high 
rate of suicides (17.7/100,000 in 2013).  See Oregon Health Authority Fact Sheet on 
Suicide, Enclosed.  According to OHA, and in distinction to the fuzzy information 
provided at the hearing by some proponents of this bill, by far the highest rates of 
suicide is actually among males in the 65+ to 75+ range.  Id.  With respect to firearms 
fatalities in Oregon, the tale is also told: the risk is overwhelmingly NOT murder or 
accidental shootings or suicide by minors.  83% of ALL deaths in Oregon by firearm 
are suicides, with the disproportionate victims being 65+ age group.  Storage laws 
and trigger locks are not going to meaningfully address this problem.  Suicide rates 
among minors, while very tragic indeed, account for 2.3/100,000 in the 10-17 age 
group.  Accidental shooting deaths were exceptionally small according to OHA 
statistics.  By contrast, the 65+ age group suicide rate runs 17.6/100,000 (2010-2014 
data).  Where should the legislature focus it's policy efforts?  I submit: not on further 
burdening constitutional rights and risking expensive challenges in court the defense 
of which taxpayers have to fund, but rather on addressing the root causes and 
remedies for this high rate of suicides among our older population.  You want to 
reduce firearms deaths substantially in Oregon?  Look at addressing those issues 
please and use your precious legislative time and our taxpayer dollars wisely and not 
to the detriment of safe, smart, law abiding citizens. 
 

This isn't about whether locking up guns and keeping them out of the hands of 
minors is wise - of course it is.  But the facts show we really don't have an 
epidemic/public health issue in Oregon over this.  Our issue is suicide rates in our 
elderly population.  Address that and you'll start to address firearms fatalities in 
Oregon in a meaningful way. 
 

Thank you for your consideration, 
 

Eric TenBrook 

Yamhill County 
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