
Written Testimony in
Opposition to HB 2786 Dash-3

House Committee on Business and Labor
Wednesday, April 3, 2019, Hearing Room E, State Capitol, Salem, Oregon

Rob Bovett
AOC Legal Counsel



District Attorney Services



Historical State Support

• State paid for:
• 1. District Attorney salaries
• 2. A portion of Deputy District Attorney salaries
• 3. Witness fees
• 4. DAS assessment

• 1975:  State covered 19% of total DA costs
• By 2000:  State support had been reduced to 

9% of total DA costs



Attorney General Study

• 1997 Senate Bill 6 
• 1999 AG’s Report

• Harm to public 
safety

• Shift of financial 
burden

• Recommended: 
Increase State 
support by $20 
million



But Instead . . .

• By 2003, the State paid for:
• 1. District Attorney salaries (partial)
• [A portion of Deputy District Attorney salaries]
• [Witness fees]
• 2. DAS assessment



Governor’s Task Force Study

• 2009 Report
• Recommendation # 7:  

Restore State support 
for District Attorney 
services



Efficiency Task Force Study

• Task Force on Effective 
and Cost-Efficient 
Service Provision

• 2010 Report:
• Prioritized the GTF 

recommendations
• Priority # 3:  Restore 

State support for 
District Attorney 
services



But Nothing Happened . . .

• Today, the State only pays for:
• 1. District Attorney salaries (partial)
• [A portion of Deputy District Attorney salaries]
• [Witness fees]
• 2. DAS assessment



In the Meantime . . 

• PERS, a system forced on counties by the 
legislature, an unfunded mandate affirmed 
by a deeply divided Oregon Supreme Court in 
1978, has since generated a $27 billion 
unfunded actuarial liability (UAL)

• Public employer PERS rates are now 
skyrocketing, to be funded mostly with cuts 
to core public services



HB 2786 Dash-3

• Would move all Deputy District Attorneys to PERS 
Police & Fire

• This would cost counties at least $1.5 million more 
in the first year of implementation alone

• The costs would escalate each year from there
• That doesn’t include UAL and side account impacts



HB 2786 Dash-3

• Please get the PERS house in order first,
before imposing another unfunded PERS
mandate on counties

• Please Vote NO on House Bill 2786 Dash-3

Respectfully submitted by Rob Bovett
AOC Legal Counsel

rbovett@oregoncounties.org
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