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House Energy & Environment Committes
L0G Court Street NE
Salem, Cregon 97301

RE: Support for House Bill 3094, to¢ help low and modarate inceme Oregon families save money,
improve health and stability, and create jobs through energy efficiency retrofits

Dear Members of the Committee:
Cotmmunity Energy Project is pleased to pravida this unigus information in SUPPORT of HE 3094

Cornmunity Energy Project is a 40-year-old non-profit serving primarily low-income QOregonians by
providing in-home efficiency and repair services and do-it-yourself efficiency trainings, and as such, is a
trusted source for energy information. We have a deep undarstanding of bartiers to efficiency faced by
lower and middle-incoms houssholds,

Low and Middle income homeowners are less likely than their wealthier counterparts fo live in efficisnt
hories.! The cause of this “efficiency inequality” is not a failure of technology. rathet It Is a failure
of fechnology dissemination. Abundant research from the efficiency industry and others like the Pew
Charitable Trust speak definitively to the reason for this lagging adoption; Eficient fechinofogies cost mora -
7 Iot more. The cheapest S0-gallon electric water heater costs 3400, Aninstalled heat pump waier heater
costs 52,000, To ensurs equitable distribution of these technologies, programs such as HE 3024 are
needed {0 help families afford these measures,

Ve know that energy efficiency upgrades also improve the health, value and durahility of our houging
stock. and ultimately halp build more reslllent communlties. At the same fime, families reduse their -
energy bills, and many see raductions in health-related costs fe.g. asthrma costs) due fo improved air
guality and maoisture management in their homes, These benefits result in improved affordability and
housing stabllity for Oregon’s lower incoame families. Finally, improved health and stahility means fewer
school and work days missed — a direct impact for families wrestling with day-to-day challenges.

Withowt HE 3094, Oregon will fail to capture these smart, investment-multlplylng benefits of energy
savings, job creation, affordability and health enhancemeants.

rience and perspective on these industries, CEP strongly supports HE 3094,

Executive Dirgctor

1 The relationship between household energy efficiency and dernographic characteristics has nof racslved enough attention. A
nofable exception is: ACEEE. 2018, Lifting the Aigh Energy Barden in America's Largesf Cities: Haw Enargy Efffcistey Gan Improve
Low=frncome and Undersessed Gommianifes, Resesteh Report 1602, hitps.faceee org/researchereport/ic?602. Energy Trust of Cregan
is currantly engaged Inthis woark, and It can ba examined asing the DOE Lew-Incoms Enengy Afford ability Data Tool:
hlfps:fapenei.orgidoa-npandataidatassticalica-data.







