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THE SUPREME COURT 

To the Honorable Senators and Representatives of the 80th Legislative Assembly: 

I am pleased to present the Chief Justice’s Recommended Budget for the Oregon Judicial Department for the 2019-21 
biennium. As a new Chief Justice, I make this budget request with an acute awareness of the many statutory and 
constitutional obligations that the Judicial Branch must fulfill: We must protect individual rights, promote public safety and 
welfare, and the preserve confidence in our system of justice. I am aware of those obligations because I am personally 
responsible for the work of the Judicial Branch, but I also recognize that our judicial responsibilities are responsibilities 
that all branches of our state government share and that all three interdependent branches must be adequately funded to 
enable us to achieve our mutual goals. To that end, I am recommending a Judicial Branch budget that will permit our 
courts to be a strong partner in those joint efforts while at the same time continuing to make efficient use of every dollar 
we receive.  

To make the laws that the legislature enacts fully effective, they must be enforced and people must believe that they will be 
enforced, as the Constitution requires, “completely and without delay.” It is essential to both business and consumers that 
contracts be enforced and disputes resolved. It is essential to our children and families that trauma be reduced and that 
permanency be achieved. It is essential to victims of crimes and malfeasance that wrongdoers be held accountable and to those 
accused of crimes or tortious conduct receive the process that is due them. When that happens expeditiously and when court 
staff and judges have time to truly listen to those who appear before them, to explain how the law works and to demonstrate that 
the system is fair and that justice is impartial, then people are more likely to abide by the law. They are more likely to have trust 
and confidence in the courts and the government more generally. And that is no small thing; it is essential to our democracy.  

This proposed budget maintains current levels to allow our trial and appellate courts to address the more than one million 
cases that will be filed during the coming biennium. The Judicial Branch has participated in the deep reductions of the 
past biennia and still is trying to rebuild. Current service level funding will enable us to fill some of the key infrastructure 
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pieces that are still missing and are critical to our ability to process the cases that others file and over which we have no 
direct control.   

But that funding will also permit us to take positive steps to address common issues and concerns, including preventing 
trauma to children and families and reducing costs and improving results in the criminal justice system. Current service 
level funding will allow our courts to continue to serve unrepresented Oregonians (including by fully implementing the 
benefits of our now-completed Oregon eCourt system), and to reduce incarceration (including by providing staffing for our 
problem-solving courts). 

In the policy option packages included in this budget, we ask more specifically for funding that we deem essential to our 
mission. For instance, we seek additional staff and judges to enable us to make real progress in improving the lives of 
children and families. We seek compensation for our judges that recognizes their role in the administration of justice and 
that addresses the continuing compensation gap between their compensation and the compensation of the public-sector 
lawyers who appear before them – a gap that threatens the judiciary’s ability to attract and retain a diverse group of 
highly-skilled judges. And we include bonding requests to equip the new Multnomah County courthouse and to assist 
other counties to improve or replace their courthouses.  

We are committed to doing our part to meet our joint responsibilities to all Oregonians, and we look forward to working 
with you to that end.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Martha L. Walters 
Chief Justice, Oregon Supreme Court 
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Audits Response Report 

Oregon Judicial Department Audit reports February 2016 through June 30, 2018 

Auditor 
Completed Audits 

Release Date 
Scope/What was found Response/Action Related 

POPs? 

Secretary of State 
Audits Division 

Audit of Selected Financial Accounts 
January 17, 2018 

The auditors recommended that OJD 
update the methodology for 
estimating the current portion of 
accounts receivable. 

OJD updated the 
methodology in FY 2018 No 

OJD Internal Audit 
Requirements Management 
April 15, 2016 

OJD took proper steps to track, 
document, and verify the 
functionality of contractual 
requirements for the Odyssey system 
implementation. 

OJD worked closely with the 
auditor during the review and 
made improvements to the 
process. 

No 

OJD Internal Audit 

Change of Administrator Audits: 
State Court Administrator (June 28, 
2018), Columbia County Circuit Court 
(May 4, 2016), 7th Judicial District 
(November 4, 2016), Appellate Court 
Service Division (June 29, 2018) 

Employee Separation review to 
determine whether appropriate 
actions were taken to protect OJD 
assets when the prior administrator 
left his/her position. 

All recommendations were 
implemented No 

OJD Internal Audit 

Cash Handling and Accounting Audits: 
Lane County Circuit Court (July 20, 
2016), Lincoln County Circuit Court 
(October 3, 2016), Clackamas County 
Circuit Court (March 3, 2017) 

We found that, in general, controls 
were functioning as intended but 
improvements could be made to 
review physical access and 
implement additional processes that 
would improve the courts internal 
controls. 

The internal auditor 
performed a follow up audit 
and found that all 
recommendations were 
implemented. 

No 
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ORBITS and PICS Reports 
BSU003A – Summary Cross Reference Listing and Packages 
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