










































































Ways & Means, Redmond, 3-16-19 
 
My name is Peggy Kinkade—I’m a twelve-year member of the Bend-La Pine School 
Board and a 26 year resident of Deschutes County.  Thank you for coming to Redmond 
today, and for your service to the state of Oregon.   
 
In preparing for today, I re-read testimony I gave at a Ways & Means hearing in 2011.  
We were slowing pulling out of that horrible recession, but the statement I wrote was full 
of hope.  I have always been an optimist, but I find myself discouraged about what has 
happened in the intervening years.  We still have students and staff earning awards for 
academics, leadership, athletics, the arts and community service.  Our graduation rate 
is the highest it’s ever been.  But I sense that we’re at a breaking point. 
 
My district scrambled this summer to overhaul physical security at our school facilities.  
This past week, our school board sponsored an eye-opening community meeting about 
youth suicide prevention.  I recently sat with a group of teachers who shared their 
astonishing, daily experiences with disruptive behaviors.  They carried with them an air 
of desperation and exhausted determination.  My optimism is waning. 
 
As you consider how to allocate Oregon’s budget, I implore you to invest in our greatest 
resource—in our future. The education of our children must be better funded.  Our 
students are struggling mightily with behavioral health challenges, traumatic 
experiences, disconnection, and learning barriers.  They need more adults to teach, 
inspire, and connect with them.  Oregon will not thrive in the future if our children are 
continually under-served. 
 
I know you understand that incremental increases in funding to education do not move 
us forward.  Your proposed budget, while more money than allocated in the last 
biennium (and thank you for that), is a cuts budget for us, with most of the increase 
erased by costs we do not control.    
 
Forgive me for taking you down this path of pessimism.  The truth is that I’m still 
HOPEFUL.  Every weekday I talk with high school students; their school experiences 
have prepared them well, and they have ambitious dreams. Yesterday while watching a 
talent show, I observed children confidently, boldly owning and sharing their gifts and 
passions.  Not long after the disruptive behaviors conversation, I attended one of those 
teacher’s kindergarten classes—a dual immersion classroom in which I comprehended 
little of what was said. But what I felt and saw was amazing as the teacher somehow 
deftly juggled the myriad needs of individual students while delivering her instructional 
objectives. 
 
As you allocate resources, I expect that you will insist on high standards, efficiencies 
and results.  We want that, too.  Please help us out with the tools to make it happen.  
Please be bold in funding education.  It’s time for revenue reform.  Thank you. 



I am Charlotte Roe, a third grade teacher in Bend La Pine.  I am here 
today to urge the legislature to fund our public schools at the level our 
students deserve.   
 
Underfunding is affecting our schools in profound ways that will have 
long term consequences.  This year, my third grade class includes three 
very low level readers with behavior issues.  Outside of the 90 minutes 
of special education services they receive, these students require 
almost constant support and redirection which greatly reduces the 
amount of individual or small group work the other students receive.  
Every day I struggle with the division of my time between these three 
students who desperately need every minute and the rest of the 
students who also need and deserve the same.  
 
With adequate resources such as a trained educational assistant, my 
lessons could be delivered with minimal interruption while an E.A. 
provides constant support and redirection.  The presence of a 
paraprofessional allows a teacher to give individual instruction to the 
rest of the class.  Every student will benefit from an educational 
assistant in every class for the majority of the school day. 
 
Thank you for being here to listen to all of us.  Corporate taxes must be 
increased to properly fund our schools.  The future of our students and 
consequently all of us rests in the success of our schools.  Take this 
message back to Salem – nothing is more important than education!  
Let’s ask corporations to invest in their future employees and owners 
today.  I believe the benefits will be far reaching. 



1/24/19 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 

 
I got into teaching because I enjoy working with kids. Forming relationships with teens 

has always come naturally. But I am confused as to why I am dealing with so many behavioral 
and cognitive issues in the past few years. Every classroom management how-to book and 
training tip I have received begins with a quote similar or exact to this: “Students don’t care 
how much you know until they know how much you care.” If this is truly the case then why am I 
having such a difficult time? 

Currently, the public school structure is flawed in relation to this notion and all of 
America is wondering how to fix the problem. The problem isn’t gun control, the problem isn’t 
racial discrimination, the problem isn’t sleep schedules, the problem isn’t parental involvement, 
the problem isn’t behavioral intervention plans (or lack therof). The root of the problem is that I 
do not have enough one-on-one student interactions within my classroom. When I am teaching 
a class of 18-20 kids I can deal with behavioral, emotional, and cognitive struggle. When I am 
teaching a class of 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 (and more???) students then I 
cannot form relationships. I can’t check in with JL and see why he is emotionally distressed. I 
can’t check in with FS and help him write down the question. I can’t check in with WS and ask 
him how his dirt bike trip went over the weekend. I can’t check in with VR to push her writing to 
the next level. I can’t check in with KC and encourage his artistic talent. I can’t check in with TS 
and ask him how is basketball game was. I can’t talk to BJ and sympathize his mother’s death. I 
can’t check in with KM and begin to understand why she is so angry.  

Student trauma and adverse childhood experiences are at an all-time high. Teen suicide 
attempts and success rates continue to climb. The mental and physical health of my students is 
at risk more than ever. When students with these issues are concentrated into a classroom of 
more than 24 then the negative effects compound exponentially. I am unable to reach these 
kids with the present conditions and demands placed on me as a public school educator.  

If we truly care about the well-being of the kids in our nation then there needs to be a 
structural change to the educational institution. If we truly want the graduation rate in Oregon 
to climb then there must be support from above. If we truly want students to know that we 
care about them then there must be opportunity for teachers, administrators, and school 
faculty to do so. The current conditions of our schools do not offer this opportunity.  
 
Zachary J. Webb 
7th Grade Public School Education 



From: JK Jon
To: waysandmeans budget
Subject: Fully Fund Our Schools
Date: Thursday, March 14, 2019 8:55:46 PM

Central Oregon teachers are appalled that this committee has decided to undermine Gov. Brown’s proposed basic
budget for school funding.   However, providing these basic funds will not be enough. It’s time to actually invest in
our students by attaching revenue streams (from big businesses that operate in our state) to fund the Quality
Education Model. Our students and families deserve this. Oregon deserves this.  We know what to do. It’s past time
to fully fund education. It’s time to invest in education!

I will see you on Saturday at the Deschutes Co Fair and Expo Center.

Michelle Auker-Winnenberg

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:mickiwinn@gmail.com
mailto:waysandmeans.budget@oregonlegislature.gov




From: Y Lind
To: waysandmeans budget
Subject: POPs 123, 102, and 108
Date: Sunday, March 17, 2019 4:05:46 PM

To: Joint Committee on Ways and Means

Re: POPs 123, 102, and 108

3/17/19
 
I live in an unincorporated part of Deschutes County commonly called Tumalo, between Bend and
Redmond.  I serve on ODFW’s Restoration & Enhancement Board and was a member of ODFW’s
most recent External Budget Advisory Committee.  I am a long time fisheries advocate and blogger
for which I was given the 2018 Award of Merit from the Oregon Chapter of the American Fisheries
Society.
 
I don’t envy the very difficult decisions you have to make, the needs of Oregon are great and funding
is limited.  One of the most fundamental needs for all Oregonians, however, is clean, plentiful water,
a need that is endangered by our lack of attention.
 
As you know, much of Oregon has been in extreme drought for the past decade.  The recent storms
have brought some relief, but according to the National Drought Mitigation Center most of the state
remains in a moderate drought (Deschutes County remains in severe drought).  A couple of weeks of
even record snowfall does not make up for years of dry conditions and over use of water.
 
Water is a requirement for life but Oregon lacks some basic understanding of how much we have
and how much we need.  ODFW’s POP 123 along with OWRD’s POP 102 and POP 108 would help
answer some basic questions.  How much groundwater do we have?  How much are we extracting? 
What is a sustainable rate?  How much water do our streams and rivers need to support viable
ecosystems?
 
Most Oregonians I speak to are shocked that we don’t already have this information.  Without it we
will not be able to plan for growth or warming.  Without it we will face a crisis in the foreseeable
future that will impact drinking water, industry, agriculture, recreation, and our environment.
 
Please help us plan for water security for Oregon by funding POPs 123, 102, and 108.
 
Thank you.
 
Yancy Lind
PO Box 633
Bend OR 97709

mailto:yancy.lind@gmail.com
mailto:waysandmeans.budget@oregonlegislature.gov


	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

 
March 16, 2019 
 
Joint Committee on Ways and Means 
Oregon State Capitol  
900 Court Street 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
RE: Please support funding for the OSU-Cascades Student Success Center  
 
Dear Committee Members: 
 
I’m writing to ask you to support funding for the construction of a Student Success Center on the 
OSU-Cascades Campus in Bend. OSU-Cascades is a vital resource for Central Oregon, serving as 
the region’s only four-year university. We must ensure that it is able to continue its mission and 
serve the rapidly growing demand for higher education in the region.  
 
The incredible growth in population and economic development in Central Oregon means that 
OSU-Cascades must serve a population of more than 200,000 people. The region will continue to 
grow and diversify and OSU-Cascades must be prepared to keep pace with the needs of the 
community. With the goal of accommodating 3000-5000 students by 2025, it will need to continue to 
grow and expand in order to support its students and faculty. This will require investment in facilities 
and infrastructure.  
 
The Beaver Caucus urges you to support $12 million in state bonding authority, matched by $5 
million in student fees – approved in a campus-wide vote – for the construction of the OSU-
Cascades Student Success Center. This vital project will improve learning outcomes while 
facilitating student engagement.  
 
A primary mission of Oregon State University is to expand access to education, and OSU-
Cascades is one of the principal tools to achieve that goal. A vibrant university that delivers 
academic excellence and focuses on student retention and success can be one of the pillars of a 
strong economy. Investment in OSU-Cascades will make a difference for Central Oregon and our 
entire state. I urge you to support this important project.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Bill Perry 
President 
 
The Beaver Caucus is an independent, alumni led organization. It is a 501(c)4 with an independent 
board of directors. The Caucus works closely with the OSU Foundation to engage alumni and 
supporters, giving them the opportunity to amplify their voice and have a substantive impact on 
state government. thebeavercacus.org 



From: Lea Mathieu
To: waysandmeans budget
Subject: From a Bend Teacher
Date: Monday, March 18, 2019 7:58:02 AM

Good morning,
 
I teach at Cascade Middle School in Bend, Oregon, and there are many things I love about my job,
beginning with each of my students. However, I go home most nights knowing I have not met their
individual needs, and the problem isn’t them or me, but the system. The single change that would
make the biggest impact in delivering meaningful, personalized instruction is class size. My largest
class is currently at 33, and that includes some students who are on the cusp of being gifted, some
who have learning disabilities, and others who present chronic behavioral challenges often linked to
experiences of trauma.  They all deserve and need one-on-one attention, and it isn’t happening.
Compare this to Finland, often lauded as the best educational system in the world, where class sizes
average 21 at the middle school level; this was a concession won by the Finnish teachers’ union after
their government ended tracking (grouping by ability).
 
I do not speak as a novice – I’ve taught for over 20 years, hold three master’s degrees and five
endorsements on my license, and am involved in education at the state and national levels. We need
to make education a priority for our students and our state, and that means – among so many other
things - funding for effective class sizes.
 
Lea Mathieu
Reading and Humanities Teacher
Cascade Middle School
Bend, Oregon
 

mailto:lea.mathieu@bend.k12.or.us
mailto:waysandmeans.budget@oregonlegislature.gov


 

March 15, 2019 

 

To the Joint Committee on Ways and Means: 

 

Sen. Betsy Johnson, Co-Chair; Sen. Elizabeth Steiner Howard, Co-Chair; Sen. Jackie Winters, Co-Vice Chair; 

Sen. Lee Beyer; Sen. Lew Frederick; Sen. Fred Girod; Sen. Bill Hansell; Sen. Dallas Heard; Sen. James 

Manning Jr.; Sen. Arnie Roblan; Chuck Thomsen; Sen. Rob Wagner 

 

Rep. San Rayfield, Co-Chair; Rep. David Gomberg, Co-Chair; Rep. Greg Smith, Co-Vice Chair; Rep. Paul 

Holvey; Rep. Susan Mclain; Rep. Mike McLane; Rep. Rob Nosse; Rep. Carla Piluso; Rep. Duane Stark 

 

CC; Senator Tim Knopp, Representative Cheri Helt, Representative Jack Zika 

 

REGARDING: State Budget Community Hearing, Redmond, March 16 2019 
 

It has been my pleasure to serve as the Director of the Redmond Chamber of Commerce & CVB for 20 years.  

The Redmond Chamber represents over 800+ members, and in my tenure, I have never heard our members be 

more concerned about the decisions being made in Salem.  There seems to be a rapid-fire implementation of new 

rules, regulations, taxes and fees, coming from Salem every year.  Businesses are deeply concerned about the 

impacts and burdens being placed upon them each year.  

 

As you work to achieve a balanced state budget, please consider the impact of new revenue legislation, which 

will add new business taxes, require additional overhead costs and the added burdens created by new regulations.  

Small businesses oftentimes do not have the luxury of cutting back or have the staff needed to comply with the 

new rules and regulation.  

 

In your search for the balanced budget, we encourage full funding of schools, without diversion of funds, which 

only jeopardizes our children’s education and the future of Oregon.  

 

Lastly, the elephant in the room, PERS and healthcare funding needs to be addressed. Now is the time to have 

significant and meaningful discussions on these paramount issues, as the deficit continues to grow each year.   

 

We thank you for holding community hearings and encourage you to work together to find meaningful solutions.  

It is important to remember Oregon’s small businesses are the backbone of our economy.  Thank you for your 

time and service to our state. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Eric Sande 

 

Executive Director 

Redmond Chamber of Commerce & CVB 



	 Thank	you	for	allowing	me	to	testify	in	person	in	Redmond	on	Saturday.	My	
name	is	Erica	Skatvold	and	I	currently	serve	as	a	Central	Oregon	Community	College	
board	member	representing	Zone	4,	which	is	most	of	the	City	of	Bend.	I	am	
submitting	written	testimony	because,	as	I	mentioned,	being	an	active	COCC	board	
member,	a	current	nontraditional	COCC	student,	managing	a	department	at	the	
health	system,	and	being	first	time	mother	to	a	3	month	old	daughter	caught	up	with	
me,	but	I	made	it	to	the	hearing	because	fully	funding	community	colleges	is	that	
important.		
	 I	testified	to	the	importance	of	the	committee	to	fulfill	OCCA’s	total	ask	of	
$787	million	for	the	Community	College	Support	Fund	for	the	2019-20	biennium	
budget	which	allows	tuition	to	stay	affordable	and	supports	much	needed	career	
and	technical	programs	that	support	our	community.	Growing	up	in	Bend	as	the	
daughter	of	a	nurse	and	a	general	contractor,	I	was	able	to	take	classes	at	COCC	that	
counted	towards	both	credit	for	high	school	and	would	later	contribute	towards	
making	the	overall	cost	of	my	undergraduate	degree	attainable	and	more	affordable.	
My	education	journey	includes	a	Bachelors	degree	as	well	as	a	Masters	degree	that	
led	me	into	a	professional	career	back	here	in	Central	Oregon.	I	currently	work	at	St.	
Charles	Health	System	managing	the	Clinical	Practice	and	Professional	Development	
department,	which	places	all	the	nursing	and	allied	health	students	from	COCC	into	
clinical	placements.	Without	the	career	programs	that	COCC	and	other	community	
colleges	provide,	many	of	these	students	would	not	be	able	participate	in	advancing	
their	careers,	directly	effecting	the	local	healthcare	industry	and	quality	of	care	
given	to	our	community.		
	 Additionally,	I	find	myself	back	as	COCC	as	a	non-traditional	student	taking	
the	prerequisite	classes	for	a	nursing	degree	and	am	only	able	to	because	it	is	
flexible	and	affordable.	I,	like	many	people	in	Oregon,	rely	on	community	colleges	to	
remain	affordable	with	program	options	in	career	and	technical	fields	so	we	can	
advance	our	careers	while	continuing	to	work	and	contribute	to	our	communities.		
	 Thank	you	again	for	your	time	and	consideration	in	fully	funding	the	
Community	College	Support	Fund.	
	
	
	



From: Megan Osullivan
To: waysandmeans budget
Subject: education budget
Date: Monday, March 18, 2019 12:53:08 PM

I moved to Oregon two years ago from Texas.  Where I happily taught for many years. I am a
special education teacher and my school district had a cap on my case load of 20, though it
never really got above 18.  I taught middle school Special Education English.  I had a two pull
out labs, but the rest of my time was pushing into general education classrooms to be able to
provide the legal requirement of a least restrictive environment.  I owned my own home and
had enough money to live happily.  I moved to Oregon, not expecting education to be
drastically different.  Here, my school district does not have a cap on my case load.  I am
currently around 35 students though others at my campus and district are 40 or even 50! 
Most of our services are provided in pull out, because we don't have enough staff to push in
to the classes.  I studied special education law a lot during my masters, and honestly just don't
feel comfortable with this.  I am not providing the legal requirement of the least restrictive
environment.  After living here and teaching for 2 years I am finally able to afford my own
rental, up till now I lived with two roommates.  I can't imagine being able to even buy a fixer
upper in my town on my teaching salary.  Sadly, this is even with working another job.  There
is no way I could live here on a teaching salary with student loans without having a second
job.  This is honestly extremely sad and I am having to face decisions on if I can remain in
Oregon for the long haul.  I love it here, but to not be able to prosper with a degree and
masters is not a realistic expectation for a professional.  I do hope Oregon plans on changing
how they fund education and will fund it to the degree that it should be.  

Thank you

Megan O'Sullivan 

mailto:megan.osullivan@bend.k12.or.us
mailto:waysandmeans.budget@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Douglas Bragg
To: waysandmeans budget
Subject: Leaburg Hatchery support for funding testimony
Date: Wednesday, March 13, 2019 1:21:03 PM

Dear Legislatures,
     I will keep my testimony for support for the funding of the Leaburg Hatchery short. 
     There are several reasons I believe this is a unique and vital part of the  Oregon
infrastructure. Our Steelhead, Salmon and trout fishing draws people to our state from every
part of the globe. The fish raised in this hatchery provide fishing opportunities for people all
the way to the mouth of the Columbia River, 287 miles of River Fishing, plus the marine zone.
That is a lot of tourism, the fish are legendary outsourcing the brood stock does not offer the
same opportunities for our fish acclimated at the hatchery. 
     I enjoy fishing our local rivers, I take pride in the fact that the fish I catch are part of our
community. 
     The last point I would like to make is that hatcheries are a unique aspect of our local
infrastructure, these are rare to have on hand. We should value the opportunity to grow fish on
a mass scale, I do not want to rely on hatcheries outside of the local area. We need a hatchery
if we want to grow our own fish. 
     Thank you for your time, and the opportunity to offer support for the continued funding of
the Leaburg Hatchery.

Douglas Bragg
540 Lone Oak Ave.
Eugene, OR
541-513-0306

mailto:douglasbragggallery@gmail.com
mailto:waysandmeans.budget@oregonlegislature.gov


Members of the Ways and Means Committee, 

 Hello, my name is Cygnus Simpson-Tourgeman and my pronouns are they/them/theirs. I 

am a student at OSU-Cascades finishing up my Bachelor of Science in biology. My father is a 

veteran with 40 years of service in the U.S. Army; I was raised in many different places 

throughout his time serving, but I chose Oregon as the place that I wanted to pursue my higher 

education. My academics started at Central Oregon Community College, where I obtained a 

Associates of Oregon Transfers degree. This spring, I will be proudly graduating from the 

Cascades Campus of Oregon State University in Bend, Oregon. 

  While attending OSU-Cascades, I served my campus as a member of our student 

government. In my time on council, I was able to connect with students from all parts of our 

campus. Despite our differences in fields and studies, one thing remained consistent throughout 

students’ testimony; the desperate need for student resources on campus. I am here today to 

uplift those student voices, and to testify for funding from the state for the OSU-Cascades 

Student Success Center. 

At the present moment, OSU-Cascades has two on-campus counselors that serve over a 

thousand students, with enrollment increasing every term. We also lack a multicultural center, 

something that has been proven to help schools retain students by promoting diversity on 

campus, establishing intentional gathering spaces for students of color, and offering cross-

cultural programming and events. Bend is a city that does not host or provide many of the 

resources that students are in critical need of, and when they do exist, they are largely 

inaccessible financially to students. I see the impacts of these disparities as a student leader of 

our LGBTQ+ club on campus, where we often struggle to find open spaces that are also private 

enough for students to feel comfortable sharing their experiences and being visible as an 



LGBTQ+ student. I also see this reflect in my personal life, as a queer, trans, student of color 

who also battles with a debilitating mental illness every day. 

Though I was able to make it through to the near completion of my degree, I missed so 

many of the integral support systems that are offered at most four-year institutions. My ability to 

thrive in my studies and on campus was compromised by the lack of resources that are currently 

able to be offered at OSU-Cascades. I know that this experience is not unique to me, and with 

consideration of our schools long term plan to expand and grow, these services are essential in 

that growth process. 

Students like myself at OSU-Cascades have already invested over $200,000 in additional 

student fees to help pay for the construction of this building. We voted a $50 fee increase last 

Spring and have already paid forward over $200 of our money to help fund the Student Success 

Building. 

 It is with all of this in mind, I ask for your consideration to allocate $12 million in state 

bonds, in order to make our Student Success Center a reality for the students who desperately 

need it. We have the drive to succeed, but we need systems in place to support our mental and 

social wellbeing and sustain our long term success as Oregon students well past my class’s 

graduation.  



Tessa Moody  

OSU-Cascades Testimony  

 

The opportunities presented to me at OSU-Cascades since my time enrolled have changed my 

life. I grew up in Hillsboro, Oregon and attended my first year of college out of state in Montana. 

When I changed my major to something my college didn’t offer, I started my journey of choosing 

a college all over again. After research and visits to State schools here in Oregon, I found 

OSU-Cascades and fell in love. The small class sizes and tight knit community are willing to 

advocate for each other and for our expansion.  

We want higher education to be accessible to all students, especially in Central Oregon 

where up to this point higher education has been regionally inaccessible. In my time in college, I 

have learned how to advocate for myself and others and support others in their endeavors.  

Thank you for your continued support for higher education.  

 

 

-Tessa  

 



Hello, My name is Lynnea Fredrickson and I am a senior at OSU-Cascades from Redmond, OR.                

I am in the first, 4-year graduating class at my campus, I work in the student life office and I am                     

the director of legislative affairs for our ASCC student government team.  

I have shared my story before to the Ways & Means committee before but today I am here to                   

speak on behalf of a Cascades student and share how the rising cost of college is affecting our                  

students in Central Oregon.  

A second-year hospitality management major shares that growing up wasn’t easy for her family.              

Her four sisters and she were homeless a lot of their childhood, moving from state to state                 

staying in hotels. Some nights they even had to sleep in their car because we could not afford a                   

room. She couldn’t count the number of schools she’s have attended. Her parents could not hold                

down a job due to health issues, further complicating our living and financial situation.              

Constantly moving around made it difficult to make friends and get the education of her sisters                

and herself needed.  

One day she saw a man at a gas station in California eating out of a trash can because he was so                      

hungry. She felt so heartbroken for the man and so grateful for her family and she that we did not                    

have to eat from the trash and my parents managed most of the time to keep some kind of roof                    

over their heads. At that moment when she saw the man, she knew what she wanted to do with                   

her life. Make a difference for homeless people and try to help those in need. Her goal is to open                    

a hotel for the homeless. She wants to give them a safe place to stay that is not a shelter. Life is                      

hard but it is even harder when you are homeless.  



She doesn’t regret how she grew up anymore because it has made the person she is today.                 

She is beyond passionate about helping people and has a strong work ethic and a greater                

appreciation for the things she has earned. Five years ago her family settled down in Central                

Oregon, she finished High school and she is now attending Oregon State University-Cascades.             

When she earns her degree, she will be the first person in her family to go to college and                   

graduate from a four-year university. She works a full-time job while attending college full time.               

She tries her best to apply for scholarships and grants so she can attend college and accomplish                 

her goals. She is constantly stressed because she supports herself fully as well as her family. She                 

stresses because if she fails one class she could lose her financial aid and not be able to go back                    

to school because she cannot afford it. The costs to attend school has been a struggle because just                  

to keep financial aid I have to be a full-time student but in order to pay my bills, support her                    

family and pay for college I also have to work full time.  

We need a state budget that funds Oregon’s education system from cradle to career              

because higher education delivers value for Oregonians in undeniable ways. With students            

concerned about the rising cost of their education and some students are unable to take on debt                 

public universities need at least 120 million increase to keep delivering the same service level               

that all Oregonian students need. A 186 million increase would do even better by offering an                

expansion on services thus increasing our graduation rates. Without a rise in funding not only are                

the universities impacted but specific students are impacted as well making their desires to              

change the world into a better place diminished and forgotten.  
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Higher Education

Community colleges, public universities, students, staff, and faculty are united in our 
support for a state budget that funds Oregon’s education system, from cradle to career.

To achieve financial stability for students and schools, additional revenue is required. If Oregon is serious about addressing big 
challenges like improving our high school graduation rate, reducing student debt, achieving greater economic fairness, supporting 
classrooms, and creating better opportunities for businesses to flourish, we must increase the size of the pie.

Our goal is simple: Any student, regardless of their background who wants to attend college has access to that opportunity, 
with the support required to succeed once they walk through our doors, and that they graduate in a timely manner, without 
taking on a lifetime of debt. 

Higher Education Alliance: Vision for Student Success 

Each dollar allocated beyond above base funding will go directly toward further 
lowering tuition hikes, reducing student debt, enhancing academic and career 
advising. This will move the needle on raising graduation rates, expanding 
resources for underrepresented communities, and improving industry-driven CTE 
and STEM programs.

Education needs every piece of the puzzle to support 
Oregon families and our growing economy. 

Oregon funding for higher education is still lower than it was before the Great Recession, even with a 
thriving economy. Notwithstanding failure to resolve the federal government’s budgetary challenges,  
the U.S. economy will grow from 140 million to 165 million jobs by 2020. 

What’s at stake is simple: We need an additional $120 million for public universities and $77 million for community 
colleges (above the 2017-19 LAB). Without meeting basic CSL institutions will face a significant shortfall that can only be closed 
with a combination of huge tuition increases and cuts to services, programs, and faculty and staff. This will close the doors for 
our students across the state and hurt the economy.  Alternatively, to truly curb tuition costs and focus on student success, 
institutions projected to the HECC last June that they would need allocations of $263.1 million for public universities and 
$216.7 million for community colleges above the 2017-19 LAB.

Higher education is a pathway out of poverty, especially for 
those who come from historically underrepresented back-
grounds or are the first in their family to attend college.

In 2020 job openings will: 

34.5% Require at least a bachelor’s degree

35.5% Not require education beyond high school

30% Require some college or an associate’s degree
Georgetown Job Growth Study



Higher Education Alliance Members: 

Higher Education Alliance: Vision for Student Success 



Good day members of the ways and means committee, 

 
My name is Phoenix Rosa, and I use She, Her, and Hers pronouns. I am the multi-campus 

Director of Campus Affairs within student government at Central Oregon Community College, 

and a full-time student pursuing my triple major degrees in Political Science, Material Science 

and Mechanical Engineering. I am here today to ask you all to urge your colleagues in the Joint 

Committee on Student Success to develop an intelligent revenue package to allow for enough 

general fund dollars to sufficiently meet student’s budget asks for higher education. Students 

want these budget levels allocated in a way that freezes tuition at all universities and community 

colleges this biennium. 

Currently, I have about $12,000 in student debt. Throughout my life, I have had to defer 

that student debt multiple times due to lack of access to employment, ultimately because of 

insufficient education credentials in a highly competitive workforce. Due to this, I have decided 

to go back to school to further my own education, in hopes that I can create opportunities for 

myself to pay back this student loan debt. However, from about 2015 to the fall of 2018, while I 

was trying to access higher education, I found myself experiencing housing insecurity. This 

prevented me from pursuing higher education due to the high cost of tuition, which simply made 

it unaffordable to go to school during that time. 

Ultimately, I am choosing to pursue higher education to build my own credibility within 

the workforce, which is not something I feel can be done without a degree. 

I am a non-traditional student coming back to college in my later years, and my daughter 

is also a college student. We both receive the Oregon Opportunity Grant, and neither of us would 

have been able to pursue higher education without this. We are both fortunate enough to receive 

this grant, however, there are many students in Oregon that do qualify for the Oregon 



Opportunity Grant, but are not able to receive because of the lack of funding for higher education 

from the state. 

My daughter attended Eastern Oregon University, but unfortunately this term she was 

forced to transfer to the online college Full Sail University due to the recent tuition increase at 

EOU. She is fortunate, some of her friends and fellow students had to drop out of school 

completely because of this tuition increase. 

After I complete my courses at COCC, I plan to transfer credits to OSU Cascades, then I 

will transfer onto the OSU main campus in Corvallis. My intentions are to utilize my academic 

credibility, so I may pursue public service to ensure all Oregonians and Americans have 

opportunity to be active participants and contributors to a thriving society. However, I often find 

myself worrying that I will not be able to transfer to a university to pursue my triple majors and 

fulfill my commitment to change America for the better due to the rate at which tuition is 

increasing right now.  If this is the case, I would have spent a significant portion of my life with 

no degree to show for it. I will still be lacking the credentials necessary to meet the qualifications 

of the increasingly demanding workforce. I will continue to be burdened by more student loan 

debt that I simply will not have the capacity to repay, thus further reducing my socio-economic 

standing in this dead-end society riddled with pitfalls such as the ones I have found myself in and 

held down by. 

The viability of Oregon’s economy and America’s vitality depends on people having 

access to higher education, and it is absolutely, up to the state to take the initiative to make sure 

Oregonians have the capacity to pursue that education in an affordable manner. 



            Ultimately, building into the funding formula, the growth potential from early education 

into higher education is vital to Oregon’s future. This can only happen if there is serious revenue 

reform in the state budget. 

It is time for the legislature to support access to necessary education for all Oregonians 

by putting 252 million dollars into the Oregon Opportunity Grant, 787 million dollars into the 

Community College Support Fund, and 1 billion dollars into the Public University Support Fund. 

 Increasing these funds shows students that you believe in them, you are willing to invest 

in them and in turn, invest in Oregon’s future. 

Thank you for your time. 

  

Be well, 

 Phoenix Rosa 

  

  
 



From: Jeff Baisch
To: waysandmeans budget
Subject: La Pine Teacher
Date: Monday, March 18, 2019 8:15:58 PM

To Whom it May Concern:

As a current teacher in the Bend-La Pine School District I am being negatively impacted on
multiple fronts due to our legislature. Most of all it is because the State of Oregon refuses to
take our PERS crisis seriously and figure out how to lessen the burden on our public schools
while also securing retirement for us young teachers. We are putting countless hours into the
future of Oregon while not receiving the true support that we need and deserve. 

While retiring or retired teachers reap the benefits of the PERS payouts, we are suffering in
the classroom. Students are not receiving the mental health treatment, individual
differentiation, or impactful learning that could take place in a well funded education system.
My World History class has 9 IEP students, 2 on modified diplomas, and many that struggle to
survive outside of school and carry this burden into the classroom. With large class sizes, the
lack of appropriate counseling, and educational coaching, we are forced to give these students
a subpar education. 

Now I know that the PERS system is difficult to revamp and change, but the least your
committee could do is increase the funding for public schools to help lessen this burden. We
want PERS reform, but that is not possible in the moment. All you can do at this time is make
sure that our education system is better funded for the future school year. As a democrat,
politically active citizen, and hard working teacher, I ask that you do your job! Fund our
educational system in Oregon so that we can give our students and teachers the support that
they need! 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Baisch
Business Instruction
La Pine High School
Bend-La Pine Schools
(541) 355-8546 

mailto:jeff.baisch@bend.k12.or.us
mailto:waysandmeans.budget@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Lisa Nye
To: waysandmeans budget
Subject: Oregon School Funding
Date: Monday, March 18, 2019 8:38:55 PM

Thank you for the amazing contribution you make to our state by serving in the
Oregon Legislature. As a lifelong Oregonian, I appreciate everything you do to keep
Oregon a great place to live. 

I am a teacher at Bend High School in Bend, Oregon. I have 181 students. I am not
able to take care of and meet the educational needs of 181 students. Please increase
school funding for the safety and effectiveness of our Oregon schools. 

While I appreciate funding for CTE, I see our students preparing for college sitting in
large classes and struggling to get the skills they need to succeed. We need to fund
both CTE and college preparatory education.

At Bend High Scool counselors have 350 students each. The QEM shows 250
students per counselor. 

I understand our elementary schools do not have counselors in the schools to invest
in student education success and at an early age. 

Please increase state funding for Oregon's schools.  Thank you for helping our state
and future citizens. 

Lisa Nye 541-410-5361 nye_lisa@yahoo.com

mailto:nye_lisa@yahoo.com
mailto:waysandmeans.budget@oregonlegislature.gov


Cherie Ferguson 

 
Greater Oregon Behavioral Health, Inc. 
P: 541-306-1310 
E: cherie.ferguson@gobhi.net 

 

Greater Oregon Behavioral Health, Inc.  401 E. 3rd Street, Suite 101  The Dalles, OR 97058 

 
 

Saturday, March 16, 2019 

  

Via Email 

 

Members of the Oregon Joint Committee on Ways and Means 

900 Court St NE  

Salem, OR 97301 

waysandmeans.budget@oregonlegislature.gov 

Re: 2019 Ways and Means Committee Budget Public Session  

 
Good afternoon, my name is Cherie Ferguson, Community Resource Coordinator for Greater Oregon Be-
havioral Health, Inc. (GOBHI). As you may be aware, GOBHI is a Medicaid behavioral health administrator 
based in rural Oregon. We are also licensed by the state to certify foster homes for youth who are 
involved in the Child Welfare system or are receiving care from their local community mental health 
program.  
 
I am here today to encourage you to support an increase in reimbursement rates across the state for all 
agencies that provide foster care.  
 
As one of these agencies, GOBHI is the only private, nonprofit agency that provides therapeutic foster 
care in Central and Eastern Oregon, and the largest provider of these services for DHS in Oregon. We 
partner with DHS and 13 other non-profits in a collaboration called “Foster Plus.” With these pooled 
efforts we have developed a statewide recruitment campaign for the purpose of increasing homes 
throughout the state. 
 
Foster care helps break the cycle of barriers experienced by underserved youth, providing them with 
support and resources in an effort to help them become healthy, productive adults. However, we are 
facing a growing need for qualified foster parents, due in part to the high cost of raising a child. Most 
adults simply cannot afford to care for an additional youth without adequate financial assistance. In 
some cases, this presents a barrier to those who would otherwise become qualified foster parents. The 
need for foster parents has become so great that some foster youth are now being housed in former 
jails.1 
 
We respectfully ask that you prioritize funding for foster care reimbursements statewide. By supporting 
our collaborative effort, you are not only helping one piece of the solution — you are empowering com-
munities to band together to form a network that will serve the needs of all foster youth in Oregon. 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony concerning the state budget. If you have any ques-
tions, you are welcome to contact me.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Cherie Ferguson 

                                                                 
1 https://www.oregonlive.com/politics/2019/03/oregon-sends-hundreds-of-foster-kids-to-former-jails-institutions-not-fami-
lies.html 

https://www.oregonlive.com/politics/2019/03/oregon-sends-hundreds-of-foster-kids-to-former-jails-institutions-not-families.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/politics/2019/03/oregon-sends-hundreds-of-foster-kids-to-former-jails-institutions-not-families.html


From: Kristen Ball
To: waysandmeans budget
Subject: Madras, Oregon
Date: Wednesday, March 20, 2019 11:26:51 AM

To Whom It May Concern: Without developmental Disability services I would not have been able to get things my
son has needed. When our car broke down and we tried everything to save up to fix it while still paying bills and
providing for our son, we still couldn’t fix it. We tried fundraising and asking family for help and we still couldn’t
get enough. Central Oregon Disability Support Network helped get our car up and running. We were able to get
Jackson to all of his appointments. When we needed a certain car seat for Jackson’s safety, a camera monitor to
monitor his seizures while he sleeps, and a medical ID bracelet; CODSN provided those for us. We still use them
after 3 years of having them. They lessened the burden on us. They have helped me with great training that has not
only helped me know more about my son and how to help him but also have helped me take care of other children.
Our family is so grateful for all they’ve done.

-Kristen Ball

mailto:missionaryanderson@gmail.com
mailto:waysandmeans.budget@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Tasha McFarland
To: waysandmeans budget
Subject: Budget Testimony
Date: Wednesday, March 20, 2019 4:40:35 PM

Good Afternoon,
My name is Tasha McFarland, and I live in Oregon House of Representatives District 53,
represented by Jack Zika.

I am writing because I have 4 children in the Bend-La Pine School District, and I feel we can't
wait any longer to have our schools fully funded. I don't believe that Quality Education Model
is an ideal; I believe it is a necessity. I understand that we have many competing interests for
our precious Oregon funds, and almost all of them are worthy, necessary, imperative. I believe
we can find funding. I believe we can specifically earmark it for education. We are counting
on you to fund our children's future.

Thank you so much for coming to Redmond last week. I was pleased to attend the "road
show" and appreciate your presence there.

Sincerely,
Natasha McFarland

mailto:tasha@mcfarlandforeducation.com
mailto:waysandmeans.budget@oregonlegislature.gov




































Ways	and	Means	Committee	
	
First,	thank	you	for	holding	committee	sessions	in	several	areas	of	the	state	to	glean		public	
testimony	about	the	budget	issues	facing	the	state.	
	
Your	task	of	finding	solutions	to	funding	shortfalls	and	allocating	available	resources	is	herculean	
as	you	consider	Governor	Brown’s	proposal,	long-term	budget	stability	and	some	of	the	needs	
within	the	state.		There	are	several	budget	considerations	impacting	our	region	I	hope	you	will	
examine:	
	
K-12.		While	the	commitment	to	education	is	paramount,	and	classroom	crowding	and	relative	
constriction	of	classroom	teachers	may	require	additional	emphasis	and	funding,	the	proposed	
budget	does	not	seem	to	outline	solutions	to	ongoing	issues	that	plague	the	system.			

• Oregon	certainly	did	not	adequately	pay	teachers	for	their	services	for	a	number	of	years,	
and	the	PERS	tradeoff	commitments	should	be	honored	to	the	degree	practical.		You	are	
much	more	versed	in	the	extreme	examples	and	proposed	remedies	than	I.		But	I	hope	the	
focus	can	be	shifted	back	to	actual	classrooms	rather	than	PERS	and	union	activities	and	
support.				

• Throwing	more	money	into	the	current	system	may	not	be	the	only	choice:		Madras	High	
School	(Jefferson	County)	had	a	50%	graduation	rate	several	years	ago.		Enter	two	co-
principals	who	helped	change	the	educational	approach,	including	creating	an	alternative	
school	–	Bridges	–	to	give	more	attention	to	struggling	youth.		Over	4	years	the	graduation	
rate	improved	to	over	80%	last	year,	with	the	current	year	allegedly	being	on	track	for	
more	than	a	90%	combined	rate	for	the	two	schools	–	all	without	a	large	increase	in	cost	
per	student.			

• In	addition	to	better	funding,	perhaps	the	State	can	become	more	flexible	in	allowing	
education	innovation	while	still	requiring	accountability.	

	
OHP.			It	is	gratifying	that	there	is	still	an	effort	to	cover	Oregon’s	population	for	many	basic	
health	needs.		The	“scarcity	mindset”	and	negative	dialog	that	has	permeated	our	culture,	
particularly	over	the	past	several	years,	has	an	adverse	effect	on	community	health,	abetting	
stress-related	illnesses	and	mental	and	behavioral	dysfunction.		With	the	Federal	
Administration’s	parsimonious	approach	to	anything	it	considers	an	“entitlement”,	Oregon	will	
have	to	shoulder	a	larger	share	to	keep	even	minimal	services	available.	
	
The	“Rest”.			I	feel	discouraged	that	many	of	the	State	service	and	regulatory	arms	are	slated	to	
be	shortchanged.		In	face	to	the	current	federal	philosophies	of	deregulation	at	all	costs	and	
deprecation	of	any	inconvenient	science,	it	is	crucial	for		Oregon	to	ensure	that	its	natural	and	
population	resources	are	protected.			We	seem	to	have	returned	to	the	age	of	the	“robber	barons”	
where	any	means	are	acceptable	as	long	as	business	or	a	personal	(or	party)	ideology	is	served.		
Besides	improving	the	accountability	and	efficiencies	of	some	of	the	agencies	such	as	DHS	and	
DOE,	there	are	other	areas	worthy	of	specific	consideration:	

• Water	and	Environment:		DEQ	will	need	additional	resources	to	compensate	for	the	
diminution	of	regulatory	protections	under	the	EPA.		OWRD	would	benefit	from	some	
additional	incentives	for	on-farm	conservation	projects	and	some	administrative	tweaks	
that	would	allow	collaborative	management	solutions	in	specific	basins;	e.g.	the	
collaborative	solution	that	Rep	Walden	failed	to	support	in	the	Klamath	Basin	and	the	
incipient	opportunity	of	sharing	water	resources	among	districts	in	the	Deschutes	Basin.			



• Wildlife	and	Forest:		Support	for	management	and	protections	in	face	of	biome	changes	
from	climate	and	fire	will	be	needed,	especially	with	the	proposed	decreases	in	funding	
for	US	Forest	and	Fish	and	Wildlife	Services	and	diminution	of	the	ESA	protections.	

• Land	use	planning:		Whether	one	loves	or	hates	Oregon’s	program,	it	is	integral	to	
community	and	environmental	wellbeing.		A	frequent	scapegoat	by	those	wishing	a	more	
laissez	faire	approach,	the	program	and	philosophy	has	served	Oregon	well	and	deserves	
both	legislative	and	financial	support,	particularly	since	the	precepts	sustain	the	values	
fueling	Oregon’s	tourism.		Underfunding	or	hobbling	planning	will	not	serve	us.		
Deschutes	County,	for	example,	continues	to	seek	solutions	for	problems	from	pre-SB100	
decisions;		Bend	just	incurred	a	large	debt	for	infrastructure	that	had	been	“deferred”	for	
decades	in	favor	of	“economic	growth”	or	better	developer	margins.			

• Parks:		The	State	Parks	system	has	long	been	a	gem	for	us	residents.		Its	major	support	
has	been	skewed	towards	the	Lottery	Funds,	where	there	is	considerable	competition	for	
financial	allocations.		All	socio-economic	classes	could	access	the	system;	but	fees	have	
risen	considerably	as	general	funding	diminished.		Residents	and	non-residents	pay	the	
same.		Perhaps	more	of	the	tourist	dollar	potential	could	be	captured	and	residence	
contribution	acknowledged	by	a	fee	differential	or	residence	credit.	

• Public	Health	Modernization:		This	process	is	a	key	program	for	our	area.		A	
regionalized	approach	includes	Jefferson,	Deschutes	and	Crook	Counties	has	developed	to	
prevent	unnecessary	duplication	of	some	types	of	services,	share	uniquely	skilled	
personnel	(e.g.	an	epidemiologist),	collaborate	with	data	and	resource	sharing	and	
equilibrate	some	aspects	of	the	socio-economic	determinates	of	health	risks	and	care	
delivery.			Communicable	disease	prevention	(including	immunizations	and	STDs),	food	
and	water	inspections,	women’s	health,	prenatal	and	early	child	care,	addiction,	mental	
health,	and	outreach	efforts	are	more	in	need	of	support	as	the	Federal	Administration	
seeks	cuts	in	safety-net	programs	and	targets	food	assistance,	addiction	and	reproductive	
health	because	of	ideology.			Deschutes	County	Public	Health	has	a	robust	plan	to	meet	its	
increasing	population	as	well	as	OHA	and	partner	county	goals.		It	also	addresses	and	
seeks	solutions	to	Central	and	Eastern	Oregon’s	inadequate	mental	health	needs,	
particularly	for	acute	or	crisis	management	(e.g.	there	is	no	facility	except	for	the	hospital	
for	holding	patients	in	the	latter	category).		The	modernization	program	needs	sufficient	
financial	support	over	time	to	address	these	concerns.	

• Marijuana:		Even	before	Oregon	had	completed	its	initial	recreational	marijuana	state	
regulations,	hedge	funds	with	resident	shills	were	buying	land	for	marijuana	production	
in	Deschutes	County.		Recognizing	that	OLCC	did	not	have	the	resources	to	meet	the	
legislative	requirements	allotted	to	it	nor	the	will	to	address	land	use	issues,	the	County	
looked	to	local	regulations,	patterning	some	of	its	policies	after	Boulder	County,	CO,	and	
utilizing	information	from	Colorado	and	Washington	about	their	experiences	and	changes	
in	service	requirements	following	legalization	in	their	states.		All	faced	the	term	“crop”	as	
a	definition	that	was	designed	to	exclude	marijuana	production	from	any	scrutiny	
additional	to	what	would	be	given	traditional	farm	production.		The	facts	that	the	“crop”	
itself	is	a	“controlled	substance”	without	the	need	for	additional	processing	(e.g.	distilling,	
extraction,	etc.)	and	its	production	practice	impacts	fell	far	beyond	property	lines,	led	to	a	
complex	set	of	sidebars	at	both	the	State	and	local	levels.		Now	that	the	marijuana	
industry	is	an	economic	cash	cow,	it	is	lobbying	like	big	tobacco	and	Perdu	
Pharmaceuticals	to	convince	policymakers	of	the	product’s	harmlessness	and	over-
restricted	status.		However,	we	are	not	quite	out	of	the	woods.		The	NIH	has	long	had	
rather	damning	evidence	of	negative	developmental	impacts	on	the	adolescent	brain	–	
some	alleged	to	be	permanent.		The	hope	is	that	additional	research	will	clarify	the	risk-
benefit	profiles	of	marijuana	and	its	compounds.		In	the	meantime,	State	support	to	public	



health	entities	to	provide	education	allowing	a	more	informed	choice	and	to	land	use	
planning	departments	trying	to	balance	opportunities	for	marijuana	growth	and	
processing	against	local	resident’s	concerns	would	be	extremely	beneficial.	

• Emergency	Management:		Because	we	cannot	sense	the	seismologic	processes	or	
imagine	the	wildfire,	storm,	or	tornado	in	our	personal	reality,	preparedness	is	prone	to	
be	pushed	to	the	back	of	the	queue.			While	some	NGOs	are	active	in	this	arena,	Oregon	
cannot	afford	to	discount	its	importance	and	the	need	for	ongoing	support	to	
infrastructure	and	resiliency.	

• OSP:		This	agency	has	been	understaffed	for	years.		It	deserves	more	support.	
• Voting:		While	laudable,	the	goal	of	100%	election	participation	does	not	seem	plausible.		

Oregon	had	a	60%	turnout	for	this	last	election.		How	much	of	the	40%	would	have	been	
captured	by	prepaid	ballot	return	envelops	?		Could	those	funds	be	more	productive	
elsewhere	?	

	
Taxation.				

• A	number	of	us	have	consistently	supported	a	selective	sales	tax,	even	on	multi-state	
corporations,	to	help	capture	the	heavily	promoted	tourism	industry	and	have	larger	
corporations	pay	somewhat	more	to	support	the	state	and	offset	some	of	the	publicly-
subsidized	tax	breaks	they	have	received	over	time.			

• Oregon	is	not	particularly	tax	friendly	in	terms	of	its	heavy	dependence	on	personal	
income,	property	and	estate	taxes.			I	am	not	aware	of	any	discussion	about	addressing	
the	impacts	of	the	recent	federal	tax	reform,	especially	as	it	relates	to	SALT.		Oregon	was	
the	6th	highest	state	impacted.		Unlike	the	corporate	rates	which	are	permanent,	SALT	is	
slated	to	expire	in	2023.			In	the	likely	event	that	they	are	extended,	I	hope	Oregon	will	
have	a	contingency	plan.	

• Lottery	Funds	have	been	a	lifesaver	for	many	programs.		But	it	is	becoming	an	easy	target	
with	the	potential	for	inadequate	program	funding	because	of	the	number	of	programs	
claiming	allocations.	

• Perhaps	tax	payers	could	check	a	box	in	their	returns	to	donate	their	“kicker”	credit	as	a	
deduction	back	to	a	State	rainy	day	pool	or	general	fund	“foundation”.		An	option	list	of	
different	programs	may	serve	as	a	bellweather	of	what	the	population	supports.	

	
Pay	raise.		While	Oregon	legislators	may	be	worth	more	than	currently	paid,	in	the	absence	of	
campaign	finance	reform	and	better	accountability	sidebars	on	professional	legislators,	a	pay	
raise	while	this	committee	is	struggling	to	find	an	additional	$3B	to	keep	the	State	solvent	seems	
disingenuous.		It	is	more	like	Congress	than	Oregon.		Perhaps	a	means	test	of	determining	who	
should	be	“living	wage”	eligible	?		And	then	there	are	the	campaign	costs.	
	
Thank	you	for	what	you	do	in	the	legislature	for	all	of	us	and	for	the	opportunity	to	submit	
comments.	
	
Jim	Powell	
Coventry	Circle	
Bend	OR	97702	
	
3/22/2019	



From: Jen Renzaglia
To: waysandmeans budget
Subject: Educational funding
Date: Saturday, March 23, 2019 10:50:20 AM

Hello- Please fund Education appropriately and be mindful and courageous in doing so. Oregon has a reputation for
NOT looking out for its children (class room sizes too large, not enough teachers, lack in support services like
counselors and school nurses, etc.).

It takes a while to turn a sinking ship around and now is no time to slack off. The old meme of  “throwing money at
it won’t solve anything” is untrue and worn out; be brave and do the right thing for the whole state.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Renzaglia
Bend, OR

mailto:jenrenzaglia@gmail.com
mailto:waysandmeans.budget@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Staci Fisher
To: waysandmeans budget
Subject: Education Funding
Date: Saturday, March 23, 2019 10:50:46 AM

Dear Ways and Means Committee, 

I am writing to ask you to consider funding education based on Governor Brown's
recommendation. 

My concerns are around that if you were to pass the current level of funding that we would
lose important service and quality of care for Oregon's students. In the past seven years since
joining education I have been ask to do more and to continue to go above and beyond and I
have. Finding out about your proposed budget was a punch in the gut. I have shoved kids into
closets for armed intruder drills, I have assisted in helping students work through mental
illness, homelessness, pregnancy, gang affiliation and graduate from high school. To be told
that I will now continue to do this but with less nurses, ELL liaisons, Educational Assistants,
teachers and programming will make not only my job, but my desire to continue in this field
harder. 

Another thing I want to note is that educator training programs are declining due to the stress
and strain of the job. I no longer advise my students to go into ANY part of education. I know
that I am not the only educator who is doing this. In my current senior class of 80 Seniors, I
have ONE who wants to be a teacher. Please let the weight of that sink in. 

I am asking you to reconsider your proposed budget for K-12 education funding. If you have
any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely, 

Staci Fisher
Counselor
Bend Senior High School

mailto:stacilfisher@gmail.com
mailto:waysandmeans.budget@oregonlegislature.gov
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