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March 26, 2019
Dear Chair Clem and Members of the Committee,

On behalf of the 6,543 members of PCUN, I wish to express our full support for HB
3058 and SB 853, which would ban the use of the Pesticide Chlorpyrifos in Oregon.

Chlorpyrifos is a toxic, nerve agent pesticide proven to cause brain damage in
children and pregnant women. It is also known to harm the environment and
wildlife.i i People come in contact with the chemical through residues on food, and
toxic drift from pesticide application.ii It is particularly unsafe for babies, children
and pregnant women. There is a clear link between early life exposure

to chlorpyrifos and autism and ADHD.V A 2019 study by Friends of the Earth found
concerning levels of chlorpyrifos in everyday foods purchased in Oregon markets
such as cereals, beans and applesauce. Chlorpyrifos was banned for home use in
2001, due to its impact on children’s developing brains.v

Along with Earth Justice, PCUN sued the EPA back in 2018 to ban chlorpyrifos
completely. In August of 2018, a three-judge panel of the United States Court of
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit ordered the EPA to enact its earlier decision to ban
Chlorpyrifos nationwide. However, the Trump administration appealed that
decision to the full membership of the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit. Those proceedings are just starting, now as a matter of fact. We don’t know
when that court will issue its opinion. Should the 9t Circuit uphold its original
order, the Trump Administration will likely appeal that decision to the United States
Supreme Court. That Court could certainly stay the opinion of the 9t Circuit or
overturn it, and there’s no way to know how long such a decision could take.
Meanwhile there is a need for state action. Hawaii for example, banned Chlorpyrifos
in June of 2018.
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