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WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:

Provides civil liability protection for injuries to person or property arising from person's voluntary efforts to fight
wildfire. Defines wildfire as fire burning uncontrolled on private forestland or private agricultural land.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT:

-2 Removes wildfire burning on forestland from measure. Begins liability protection when person arrives on the
fire scene or staging area and ends when person departs fire scene or staging area. Excludes member of a
volunteer fire department or district who has been trained in firefighting, or operation of a motor vehicle.

BACKGROUND:

In the 2018 fire season, the Oregon Department of Forestry reports there were 1,055 wildfires, with 219 fires
caused by lighting and 836 caused by human activity. Over 75,000 acres burned. Response to wildfires may
include state employees, local firefighters, contracted wildfire crews, and local responders.

Senate Bill 290 extends civil liability protection for injuries to person or property that arise from an individual's
voluntary efforts to fight wildfire.
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