Written Testimony

My name is Nicole Andergard and | am a native Oregonian —raised on the Oregon Coast, educated at
the University of Oregon and currently residingin Portland. Thank you all forallowing me time to testify
on behalf of Donate Life NWin support of SB796.

People don’tregularly talk about organ donation the way they might discuss the Portland Trailblazer’s
record or theirfavorite boutique coffee shop. However, once it becomes personal —organ donation
becomesan urgent conversation —a conversation of literal lifeand death.

In early 2007 | didn’t give much thought to organ donation, butldid have concernformy lifelong best
friend. My bestfriend Annaand | metwhen we were justfive years old. Fastforward through
graduations, marriagesand babies, Annaand | were still as close as ever, but both of ourlives were
aboutto change forever. Annawas suffering medical complications from an autoimmunedisease called
Lupus, and one cold nightin February herkidneys shutdown. For her, this eventkicked off nearly ayear

of dialysis and challenging medicaltreatments, and for me, it kicked off nine months of being tested to
become herliving kidney donor.

I didn’t know much of anythingabout living donation. Alll knew was that my friend was sufferingand
becoming weakerand weakerwith every dialysis treatment she completed. | didn’t know what could
gualify me to become herlivingkidney donor. I didn’t know what could disqualify me either.

| beganseekinginformation, desperate to help Annainanywaythat | could. Aftera crash coursein
organ donation with the help of adonor advocate, and nine months of waiting and testing and waiting
and testing, we were finally given approvaland a Novembertransplant date.

Our transplantwas a success and 11 years later, my best friend’s new kidney continuesto serve her

well. We nolongerneed to pretend we are sisters, because now we share something even more special,
we share the gift of life.

Itisimperative to note, withoutadirected living kidney donor, my best friend would have waited years
for a kidney. Today, | am a volunteerwith Donate Life NW doing my best to educate others on organ
donation—especially living donation. There are currently over 850 people on the transplant waitinglist
inthe state of Oregon, most will wait at least three to five years before they can stop dialysis treatment
and geton livingtheirlives.

| encourage you to vote to pass SB 796. Three states have already passed similar measures to protect
livingdonors. It's time that we join these states! Thank you once againforyour time, and | urge you to
pass SB 796

Nicole Andergard

LivingKidney Donorand Donate Life NW Volunteer



