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DISCLAIMER
The information in this presentation is not, nor is it intended to be, 
legal advice. You should consult an attorney for individual advice 

regarding your specific situation.





W H Y P L A S T I C B A G S 
?

WINDBLOWN  

LITTER

MARINE  

IMPACTS

WASTE  

MANAGEMENT

Even if disposed of  

properly, plastic bags  

get caught in the wind

Visible in environment  

as litter (often caught in  

trees)

Litter clean-up costs  

taxpayers

Plastic bags can  

entangle or choke  

marine life

Break down into small  

pieces

Sea turtles mistake  

plastic bags for jellyfish

There is no viable  

market for dirty bags

Clog recycling  

machinery

Contaminate other  

recyclables







2007:  Straight Plastic Bag Ban

2012:  Ban/Fee Hybrid with a 

minimum 10-cent charge for all 

other carryout bags (paper, 

reusable)



FOCUS ON REDUCING ALL BAG TYPES

G R A P H I C F R O M A L A M E D A C O U N T Y W A S T E M A N A G E M E N T A U T H O R I T Y



TAKE-HOME MESSAGE

When you ban a product, pay 

attention to which alternatives will 

remain available.





PLASTIC BAG LAWS



PLASTIC BAG LAWS

U.S:  At least 375 local bag laws 

have been adopted.

Wordwide:  At least 665 bag laws 

have been adopted.





Plastic bags clog most municipal 
recycling machinery.

Plastic bags must be collected for 
recycling at retailers.

Focus should be on BYOBag,  not 
recycling.



LCAs look at a variety of factors, 
more emphasis should be on 
aquatic impacts & litter.

Most bag laws require that paper 
bags be made of 100% recycled 
material (40% post-consumer).

Require a per-bag fee.



Plastic does not degrade in the 
ocean, no marone degradability 
standard exists.

BIODEGRADABLE: no standard 
in U.S. & prohibition by FTC

COMPOSTABLE: ASTM D6400 
standard for all commercial 
composting

Require per-bag fee.



Bag fees are meant to encourage 
customers to bring their own 
bags, not purchase bags.

Cities usually required by law to 
conduct outreach/ education in 
low-income communities to 
distribute free reusable bags.

Food stamp (SNAP and WIC) are 
usually exempt.





LEARNING FOR OTHER CITIES & STATES

www.plasticbaglaws.org/effectiveness





PREEMPTION OF BAG LAWS



TAKE-HOME MESSAGE

Preemption laws should create a 

floor, not a ceiling.



Thank you!

Jennie Romer, Esq.
Plastic Bag Law Expert


